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INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF JOSHUA
AUTHOR:  The author is not specifically identified, but most agree it is Joshua, as the book is an eye-witness account of most of the events.   He is also identified as the writer of the covenant in Joshua 24:25-26.   The postscript regarding Joshua's death was obviously added by others.  See Supplemental Study Two for biographical information on Joshua.
TO WHOM:  Israel and all believers.
PURPOSES:  To record Israel's conquest of the Promised Land;  provide spiritual warfare strategies for believers; show how you can have a new beginning; enable you to claim your spiritual inheritance. 
KEY VERSE:   There failed not ought of any good thing which the Lord had spoken unto the house of Israel; all came to pass.  (Joshua 21:45)
LIFE AND MINISTRY PRINCIPLE:  No spiritual victories are won without battles.
MAIN CHARACTERS:  Joshua, Rahab, Caleb, Achan.

Enemy nations in the Promised Land: The Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Armoties, and Jebusites. Sometimes the general name of Canaanites is used for them all.  The book of Joshua is not a mandate to justify invading and conquering other nations.  These people were so evil that they had to be destroyed,  just as the evil civilization was at the time of Noah.  Like a cancer, they must be cut out before their evil spreads.  See additional notes on these nations in Supplemental Study One.  
A BRIEF OUTLINE:


I.
Entering the land: l-5

II.
Claiming the land: 6-l2


A.
The central campaign: 6-8


B.
The southern campaign: 9-10


C.
The northern campaign: 11-12

III.
Occupying the land: l3-22

IV.
Joshua's farewell address and death: 23-24
TYPES IN JOSHUA:  A type is something in the natural that reflects a greater spiritual truth.  Watch for these prominent types as you study the book of Joshua:

-The people had come from Egypt, a type of the bondage of the world.  
-Israel wandered in the wilderness for years, a type of the unsurrendered life.  
-The Promised Land is a type of living the victorious Christian life.

-Joshua, the leader of Israel,  is a type of Christ, the leader of the Body of Christ: Hebrews 2:10-11.  See Supplemental Study Two for further comparisons of Jesus and Joshua.
-The crossing of the Jordan River is a type of the believer's death to the old life:  Romans 6:6-11; Ephesians 2:5-6; Colossians 3:1-3.  It is also symbolic of the death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ.  The waters rolling back to the city of Adam and the Dead Sea are symbolic of the 
power of Christ's death to reach clear back to Adam to cover sins and extend to spiritually dead places and bring new life. 

-The scarlet cord hung from Rahab's window represents the blood which covers sin and protects from judgment as it did at the first Passover in Egypt: Exodus 12:13,22-33.
-The conflicts with Jericho, Ai, and Gibeon:  Spiritually, Jericho represents the world with its lusts and attractions.  Ai represents the flesh--thinking you can do it in your own strength.  The treaty with Gibeon represents the devil and his subtle traps.  Considered together, these enemy cities are representative of the spiritual foes faced by believers: The world, the flesh and the devil.  
-The Promised Land is a type of the unconditional promises of God which await the believers' claiming of them in order to be fulfilled.
-The "rest" spoken of in the book of Joshua is a type of the spiritual rest into which believers are to enter (Hebrews 3-4).  God's original promise to Moses was, "My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest" (Exodus 33:14).   When the Presence of God enters your life through the new birth experience, you will experience His rest as you obediently walk in His way and do His will. 

-The tribes that settled east of the Promised Land are a type of believers who live a "settled for" life instead of claiming their full inheritance in God.

QUESTIONS ON THE INTRODUCTION:
1.
Who wrote the book?

2.
To whom is the book written?

3.
What are the purposes of the book?

4.
What is the key verse?

5.
What is the life and ministry principle of this book?

6.
Who are the main characters?

7.
Give a brief outline of the book.

8.
List the types in the book of Joshua.
OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF JOSHUA 

ENTERING THE LAND

 Chapters l-5

Joshua 1

1 Now after the death of Moses the servant of the Lord it came to pass, that the Lord spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' minister, saying,

2 Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children of Israel.

3 Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses.

4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your coast.

5 There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.

6 Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them.

7 Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest.

8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.

9 Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.

10 Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying,

11 Pass through the host, and command the people, saying, Prepare you victuals; for within three days ye shall pass over this Jordan, to go in to possess the land, which the Lord your God giveth you to possess it.

12 And to the Reubenites, and to the Gadites, and to half the tribe of Manasseh, spake Joshua, saying,

13 Remember the word which Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, saying, The Lord your God hath given you rest, and hath given you this land.

14 Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle, shall remain in the land which Moses gave you on this side Jordan; but ye shall pass before your brethren armed, all the mighty men of valour, and help them;

15 Until the Lord have given your brethren rest, as he hath given you, and they also have possessed the land which the Lord your God giveth them: then ye shall return unto the land of your possession, and enjoy it, which Moses the Lord's servant gave you on this side Jordan toward the sunrising.

16 And they answered Joshua, saying, All that thou commandest us we will do, and whithersoever thou sendest us, we will go.

17 According as we hearkened unto Moses in all things, so will we hearken unto thee: only the Lord thy God be with thee, as he was with Moses.

18 Whosoever he be that doth rebel against thy commandment, and will not hearken unto thy words in all that thou commandest him, he shall be put to death: only be strong and of a good courage.

Outline 1:
(The book of Joshua begins with the conclusion of the period of mourning for Moses and the commission to Joshua to enter the Promised Land.  This book commences where the book of Deuteronomy ended.)

I.
Now after the death of Moses, the servant of the Lord, it came to pass, that the Lord 
spoke unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' minister, saying, "Moses my servant is dead."  
 
(1-9)

(There is a time to mourn and a time to stop mourning.  The book of Joshua is about new 
beginnings. You can build on the good things of the past, but do not continue to live in it.) 


A.
Cross the river.



Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you, and all this people, unto the land 


which I give to them, even to the children of Israel.

B.
Claim the land.



1.
Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that I have given 



unto you, as I said unto Moses.



2.
From the wilderness and Lebanon even unto the great River Euphrates.



3.
All the land of the Hittites (Canaan).



4.
And unto the great sea (the Mediterranean) toward the going down of the 



sun, shall be your coast.


(The land was theirs, but they had to claim it: Numbers 33:52-53. God gave them 


300,000 miles of territory, but they only claimed 30,000 miles at any given time.  


The land was theirs unconditionally, but the possession of it was conditional upon 

their obedience.  The same is true of the promises of God for your life.  How many 

promises have you not yet claimed?)


C.
Conquer the enemy.



There shall not any man be able to stand before you all the days of your life.



1.
As I was with Moses, so I will be with you.  (You may be in enemy 




territory, but as God was with Moses and Joshua, so He is with you:  



Matthew 28:20)


2.
I will not fail you or forsake (abandon) you.



3.
Be strong (confident) and of a good courage.



4.
For you shall divide unto these people the land which I swore unto their 



fathers to give them for an inheritance.


5.
Only be strong and very courageous.

D.
Commit to the Word.



1.
Observe the Word:  Observe to do according to all the law which Moses 



my servant commanded you. 


2.
Do not deviate from the Word:  Do not turn to the right hand or to the left, 



that you may prosper wherever you go.



3.
Speak the Word:  This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth.




(Quote it, claim it verbally, read it out loud.)



4.
Meditate on the Word:  You shall meditate therein day and night.



5.
Obey the Word:  That you may observe to do according to all that is 



written therein.  


6.
For then you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall have 



good success.  


(If you want to prosper and be successful in all you do, base your life upon the 


Word of God--but remember that the world's concept of success is not the same 


as that of God. Success in God's Kingdom is not measured by wealth and 



possessions.  Do not study of the Word just to accumulate facts.  Absorb it so 


that your conduct can be governed by it.  As the previous passage indicates, you 


should 
observe it, not deviate from it, speak it, meditate on it, and live by it.)

E.
Choose to honor God's commands.  Have not I commanded you? 


1.
Be strong and of a good courage.



2.
Do not be afraid.



3.
Do not be dismayed.



4.
For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.

(Very often, a crisis moves you on to the next assignment God has for you.  For Joshua, the crisis was Moses' death.   Joshua had faithfully served Moses for years:  Exodus 17:8-16; 24:12-18; 33:11 and Numbers 13:16.  Moses had anointed Joshua as his successor at the command of the Lord:  Numbers 27:18-23 and Deuteronomy 34:9.   Joshua and the people mourned Moses for 30 days, then God told Joshua to quit mourning.  The past was over.   It was time to step into his new anointing.   What do you need to "arise" from to embrace your new destiny:  Your past?  Fear?  Lethargy? A great loss? The very first assignment given to Joshua was impossible:  Cross over the Jordan river at flood time.  What difficult first step do you need to take in order to reach your destiny?)  
II.
Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying:  (10-11)

Pass through the host, and command the people, saying, Prepare provisions, for within 
three days you shall pass over Jordan to go in to possess the land which the Lord your 
God gives you.
III.
And to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and to the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua said:


(12-15)

A.
Remember the word which Moses, the servant of the Lord, commanded you 


saying, The Lord your God has given you rest and has given you this land east of 


Jordan.


B.
Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle shall remain in the land which Moses 


gave you on this side of Jordan; but you shall go before your brethren armed--all 


the mighty men of valor.


C.
You shall help them until the Lord has given your brethren rest as He has given 


you, and they also have possessed the land which the Lord your God gives them.


D.
Then you shall return unto the land of your possession and enjoy it, the land which 

Moses, the Lord's servant, gave you on this side of Jordan toward the sun-rising.
(See Numbers 32:1-5 for the story of the request made by these tribes.  The tribe of Joseph was composed of two tribes: Manasseh and Ephraim.  The tribes of Reuben, Gad, and one-half the tribe of Manasseh were content to settle on the east side of Jordan instead of crossing over into the Promised Land.  They are a spiritual analogy of believers who live the "settled for" life.   Are you living "east of Jordan" spiritually or are you claiming all God has for you?  Dwelling east of Jordan repeatedly created problems for these three tribes: The story recorded in Joshua 22 is one example. By New Testament times, the Gadarenes were in the pig business, something forbidden in Israel, and they rejected Jesus--See Mark 5.

IV.
The response of the people.  (16-18)


And they answered Joshua, saying:


A.
All that you command us, we will do.


B.
Wherever you send us, we will go.


C.
As we hearkened unto Moses in all things, so will we hearken (listen and 



obey) unto you.


D.
Only the Lord your God be with you, as He was with Moses.


E.
Whosoever rebels against your commandment and will not hearken unto your 


words in all that you command him shall be put to death.


F.
Only be strong and of a good courage.

Review this chapter again, noting God's part in the conquest of the Promised Land and the people's part.  As you face spiritual battles, God has made similar promises to you and you have similar responsibilities.  Apply these truths to your own life.

Joshua and the people were told to:


-Arise: 1:2


-Go over: 1:2


-Be strong: 1:6-7, 9


-Be of good courage: 1:6-7, 9


-Not fear: 1:9


-Not be dismayed: 1:9

-Claim their inheritance: 1:6


-Commit to God's Word: 1:7-8


-Observe it.



-Do not be diverted from it.



-Speak it.



-Meditate on it.



-Obey it.

-Prepare themselves to possess the land: 1:11.

God's part:


-He would give them the land:  1:2-4


-He would see that no man would be able to withstand them: 1:5


-He would be with them as He was with Moses: 1:5


-He would not fail them: 1:5


-He would not forsake them: 1:5


-He would give them prosperity and success: 1:7-8


-He would be with them wherever they went: 1:9

Study questions on chapter 1:
1.
According to the first part of verse 1, after what significant event did God speak to Joshua?
2.
What title is Joshua given in verse 1?

3.
What was God's first command to Joshua?  (2)

4.
What promises did God make to Joshua?  (3-5)
5.
List the commands God gave to Joshua in verses 6-9.  
6.
What key to success is given in verses 6-8?

7.
What phrase is repeated in verses 6 and 9?

8.
What did Joshua command the officers of the people?  (10-11)

9.
Of what did Joshua remind the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh?  (12-15)

10.
Using the outline notes, explain the identity of the half tribe of Manasseh.  Of whose tribe 
were they a part ?
11.
Where had these tribes asked for land?  (13 and outline)

12.
What had Moses made them promise?  (13-15 and outline)
13.
What was the response of the people to Joshua's commands?  (16-18)
14.
Using the notes at the end of the outline, summarize God's part in the conquest of the 
Promised Land.

15.
Using the notes at the end of the outline, summarize the peoples' part in the conquest of 
the Promised Land.

16.
This chapter is filled with promises and commands.  What promises and commands do 
you need to claim and/or obey?  What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life 
and ministry?  
Joshua 2

1 And Joshua the son of Nun sent out of Shittim two men to spy secretly, saying, Go view the land, even Jericho. And they went, and came into an harlot's house, named Rahab, and lodged there.

2 And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, Behold, there came men in hither to night of the children of Israel to search out the country.

3 And the king of Jericho sent unto Rahab, saying, Bring forth the men that are come to thee, which are entered into thine house: for they be come to search out all the country.

4 And the woman took the two men, and hid them, and said thus, There came men unto me, but I wist not whence they were:

5 And it came to pass about the time of shutting of the gate, when it was dark, that the men went out: whither the men went I wot not: pursue after them quickly; for ye shall overtake them.

6 But she had brought them up to the roof of the house, and hid them with the stalks of flax, which she had laid in order upon the roof.

7 And the men pursued after them the way to Jordan unto the fords: and as soon as they which pursued after them were gone out, they shut the gate.

8 And before they were laid down, she came up unto them upon the roof;

9 And she said unto the men, I know that the Lord hath given you the land, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you.

10 For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red sea for you, when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the Amorites, that were on the other side Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed.

11 And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did melt, neither did there remain any more courage in any man, because of you: for the Lord your God, he is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath.

12 Now therefore, I pray you, swear unto me by the Lord, since I have shewed you kindness, that ye will also shew kindness unto my father's house, and give me a true token:

13 And that ye will save alive my father, and my mother, and my brethren, and my sisters, and all that they have, and deliver our lives from death.

14 And the men answered her, Our life for yours, if ye utter not this our business. And it shall be, when the Lord hath given us the land, that we will deal kindly and truly with thee.

15 Then she let them down by a cord through the window: for her house was upon the town wall, and she dwelt upon the wall.

16 And she said unto them, Get you to the mountain, lest the pursuers meet you; and hide yourselves there three days, until the pursuers be returned: and afterward may ye go your way.

17 And the men said unto her, We will be blameless of this thine oath which thou hast made us swear.

18 Behold, when we come into the land, thou shalt bind this line of scarlet thread in the window which thou didst let us down by: and thou shalt bring thy father, and thy mother, and thy brethren, and all thy father's household, home unto thee.

19 And it shall be, that whosoever shall go out of the doors of thy house into the street, his blood shall be upon his head, and we will be guiltless: and whosoever shall be with thee in the house, his blood shall be on our head, if any hand be upon him.

20 And if thou utter this our business, then we will be quit of thine oath which thou hast made us to swear.

21 And she said, According unto your words, so be it. And she sent them away, and they departed: and she bound the scarlet line in the window.

22 And they went, and came unto the mountain, and abode there three days, until the pursuers were returned: and the pursuers sought them throughout all the way, but found them not.

23 So the two men returned, and descended from the mountain, and passed over, and came to Joshua the son of Nun, and told him all things that befell them:

24 And they said unto Joshua, Truly the Lord hath delivered into our hands all the land; for even all the inhabitants of the country do faint because of us.

Outline 2:
(Spies are sent to view the Promised Land.  The story of a harlot named Rahab begins in this chapter and concludes in chapter 6.)

I.
The spies are sent to view the land.  (1) 

A.
And Joshua the son of Nun sent out of Shittim two men to spy secretly.


B.
He told them:  Go view the land, even Jericho. 
(This time, unlike the mission 40 years previously, the spies were sent to determine how, not if, Israel would enter the land.  Review Numbers 13-14 to see how Israel lost their first opportunity to claim their land.  Despite God's promises, they did not believe they were able to enter the land.  They saw themselves as grasshoppers in the sight of the enemy.  Grasshopper mentality always leads to defeat.  God is greater than any enemy you face.  How do you view yourself and your God compared to the enemy?)
II.
The spies and Rahab.  (2-22)


A.
The spies went and came into an harlot's house, a woman named Rahab, and 


lodged 
there.


(Why did the spies lodge in the house of a harlot?  Some think it was because with 

so many men coming and going they thought they wouldn't be noticed.  Others 


note that in those days some inns were run by harlots  These are interesting ideas 


and may be true, but the real reason is that these men were guided by the Lord. 


Rahab's destiny was to be redeemed from sin and become an ancestor of the Lord 


Jesus Christ.)


B.
And it was told the king of Jericho, saying: Behold, men came here tonight 


of the children of Israel to search out the country.


C.
And the king of Jericho sent unto Rahab, saying: 


1.
Bring forth the men that are come to you, which have entered into your 



house.



2.
For they have come to search out all the country.


D.
And the woman took the two men, hid them, and said:



1.
There came men unto me, but I did not know where they were from.


2.
And it came to pass about the time of shutting of the gate, when it was 



dark, that the men went out.



3.
Where the men went, I do not know.



4.
Pursue after them quickly, for you shall overtake them.

(The Bible says when it comes to a conflict between God and man, we are to obey 
God: 
Acts 4:19-20 and 5:29. Many people have been honored for deceiving the enemy during 
wartime to save lives, such as those brave people who hid Jews from Hitler to protect 
them during World War II.)

E.
Rahab had actually brought the spies up to the roof of the house and hidden them 


with the stalks of flax which she had laid in order upon the roof to dry.


F.
The king's men pursued after the spies in the way to Jordan unto the fords: And as 

soon as those who pursued after the spies had gone out, they shut the gates of the 


city.


G.
Before the spies had laid down, Rahab came to them up on the roof and said to 


them:



1.
I know that the Lord has given you the land, and that your terror is fallen 



upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you.



2.
For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea for you 



when you came out of Egypt and what you did unto the two kings of the 



Amorites that were on the other side of Jordan--Sihon and Og--whom you 



utterly destroyed.



3.
And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts melted, neither did 



there remain any more courage in any man because of you.



4.
For the Lord your God, He is God in heaven above and in earth beneath.
(Note the components of Rahab's confession of faith:  She acknowledged the one true God, not the multitude of gods that she and her people worshipped.  She believed He was a personal God, using the word "your" God.  She believed that God worked miracles in behalf of His people and that He was the God of heaven and earth.)  

(This passage confirms that the inhabitants of the Promised Land had heard of the miracles of God, yet--other than Rahab--they refused to repent. God did not destroy a people who had not heard the truth.  Leviticus 18 records some of the awful sins committed by these nations.  These people had fallen to such a depth of sin that God could no longer permit them to live on earth--just like the people at the time of Noah.  Much like radical surgery that must cut out a cancer, these evil nations must be eliminated so that their evil did not spread.  For further study of these sinful nations, see Supplemental Study One.)


5.
Rahab said:  




a.
Now therefore, I pray you, swear unto me by the Lord, since I have 




shown 
you kindness, that you will also show kindness unto my 




father's house.




b.
Give me a true token that you will save my father, my mother, my 




brethren, and my sisters and all that they have, and deliver our lives 



from death.

H.
The covenant with Rahab. The men answered her:


1.
Our life for yours, if you do not tell anyone about our business. 


2.
And it shall be, when the Lord has given us the land, that we will deal 



kindly and truly with you.


I.
The spies escape.



1.
Then Rahab let the spies down by a cord through the window: For her 



house was upon the town wall, and she dwelt upon the wall.



2.
And she said unto them:




a.
Go up to the mountain, lest the pursuers find you.




b.
Hide yourselves there three days until the pursuers have returned.


J.
The sign of the covenant. And the men said unto her:



1.
We will be blameless of this your oath which you have made us swear.



2.
Behold, when we come into the land, you shall bind this scarlet cord in the 


window by which you let us down.



3.
You shall bring your father, your mother, your brethren, and all your 



father's household home to you.


4.
And it shall be, that whosoever shall go out of the doors of your house into 


the street, his blood shall be upon his head and we will be guiltless.



5.
And whosoever shall be with you in the house, his blood shall be on our 



head if any hand be upon him.



6.
And if you utter this our business, then we will be released from the oath 



to which you have made us swear.


7.
And she said, According unto your words, so be it. 


8.
And she sent them away, and they departed.



9.
And she bound the scarlet cord in the window.


(The scarlet cord represented the blood which protects and delivers as it did at 


the Passover in Egypt: Exodus 12:13,22-33.  Rahab and her family were not 


saved by the cord, but by faith in what the cord represented. See Supplemental 


Study Three: "Claiming Household Salvation" for further study of  Rahab.  For 


the conclusion of Rahab's story, see Joshua 6.)

K.
And they went to the mountain, and remained there three days, until the pursuers 


returned back to Jericho: And the pursuers sought them throughout all the way, 


but did not find them.
III.
The spies return and report to Joshua. (23-24)


A.
So the two men returned, descended from the mountain, passed over, and came to 


Joshua the son of Nun and told him all things that had happened to them.


B.
And they said unto Joshua:



1.
Truly the Lord has delivered all the land into our hands.



2.
All the inhabitants of the country even faint because of us.


(Note the difference between this and the report given when Israel was at the border of 
Canaan 40 years previously: Numbers 13:25-33.  Fear retreats, but faith advances.)
Study questions on chapter 2:
1.
What plan did Joshua institute in preparation for attacking Jericho?  (1)
2.
Where did the spies stay when they arrived in Jericho?  (1)

3.
According to the outline, why did the spies decide to stay with Rahab?

4.
What was the king of Jericho told?  (2)

5.
What was the response of the king of Jericho?  (3)

6.
What did Rahab do to save the spies?  (4 and 6)

7.
What did Rahab tell the king's men when they came seeking the spies and what did 
they do in response?  (4-5, 7)
8.
What had Rahab heard about Israel and the Lord?  (9-10)

9.
What did Rahab say was the response of the people of the land when they heard of Israel's 
conquests?  (11)

10.
What truths about God did Rahab acknowledge? (11 and outline)
11.
What did Rahab request of the spies?  (12-13)

12.
What was the response of the spies to Rahab's request?  (14)

13.
How did the men escape out of the city?  (15)

14.
What did Rahab tell the men to do?  (16)

15.
What pledge did the spies make in verses 17-20?  According to verse 18, what was to be 
the token of their agreement? 
16.
What was Rahab's response to the pledge made by the spies?  (21)

17.
Using the outline and Supplemental Study Three, explain the significance of the scarlet 
cord hung from Rahab's window.

18.
Where did the spies go, for how long, and where did they return after that time?  (22-23)

19.
To whom did the spies report upon their return?  (23)

20.
What did the spies report regarding the Promised Land?  (24) 

21.
Using the outline and Numbers 13-14, explain how this visit by spies compared to the 
first visit by Israeli spies 40 years previously. 

22.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Joshua 3

1 And Joshua rose early in the morning; and they removed from Shittim, and came to Jordan, he and all the children of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over.

2 And it came to pass after three days, that the officers went through the host;

3 And they commanded the people, saying, When ye see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then ye shall remove from your place, and go after it.

4 Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure: come not near unto it, that ye may know the way by which ye must go: for ye have not passed this way heretofore.

5 And Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify yourselves: for to morrow the Lord will do wonders among you.

6 And Joshua spake unto the priests, saying, Take up the ark of the covenant, and pass over before the people. And they took up the ark of the covenant, and went before the people.

7 And the Lord said unto Joshua, This day will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee.

8 And thou shalt command the priests that bear the ark of the covenant, saying, When ye are come to the brink of the water of Jordan, ye shall stand still in Jordan.

9 And Joshua said unto the children of Israel, Come hither, and hear the words of the Lord your God.

10 And Joshua said, Hereby ye shall know that the living God is among you, and that he will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Hivites, and the Perizzites, and the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Jebusites.

11 Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth passeth over before you into Jordan.

12 Now therefore take you twelve men out of the tribes of Israel, out of every tribe a man.

13 And it shall come to pass, as soon as the soles of the feet of the priests that bear the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of Jordan, that the waters of Jordan shall be cut off from the waters that come down from above; and they shall stand upon an heap.

14 And it came to pass, when the people removed from their tents, to pass over Jordan, and the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the people;

15 And as they that bare the ark were come unto Jordan, and the feet of the priests that bare the ark were dipped in the brim of the water, (for Jordan overfloweth all his banks all the time of harvest,)

16 That the waters which came down from above stood and rose up upon an heap very far from the city Adam, that is beside Zaretan: and those that came down toward the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, failed, and were cut off: and the people passed over right against Jericho.

17 And the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, and all the Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the people were passed clean over Jordan.

Outline 3:

(Preparations for and the crossing of the Jordan River.)

I.
Arriving at the Jordan River.  (1)


A.
Joshua rose early in the morning and they left Shittim and came to the Jordan 


River.


B.
Here is where the children of Israel lodged before they passed over.


(The people went to the edge of their difficulty and waited for God to act.  When 


you have an obstacle in your way spiritually, do what you know to do in 



obedience to God's Word, and then wait with confidence for Him to act.) 

II.
Preparing to cross the Jordan River.  (2-13)


A.
And it came to pass after three days, that the officers went through the host and


commanded the people, saying:



1.
When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God and the 



priests and the Levites bearing it, then you shall remove from your place, 



and go after it.  
(In the crossing of the Red Sea, the rod of Moses was used by God to open the way.  Here, the ark of God opens the way.  God moves in different ways at different times.  We cannot be focused on how He did things in the past or we will miss the move of God in the present. The Ark symbolized the presence of God: Exodus 25:10-22.  Believers now have the presence of the Holy Spirit to provide guidance.  Do not make a move without His presence guiding you.)


2.
There shall be a space between you and the ark of about two thousand 



cubits by measure (approximately 1,000 yards).


3.
Do not come near unto it, that you may know the way by which you must 



go:  For you have not passed this way before.  

(The cloud and pillar of fire that led Israel through the wilderness no longer guided them. 
Now they were now commanded to follow the ark. God moves in new eras in different 
ways and not always the same as how He moved in times past.  We must be willing to 
embrace the new move of God because we, too, are traveling into new territory through 
which we have not passed before.)  

B.
And Joshua said unto the people: Sanctify yourselves: For tomorrow the Lord will 

do wonders among you.

C.
And Joshua said unto the priests: Take up the ark of the covenant and pass over 


before the people. 

D.
And they took up the ark of the covenant and went before the people.

E.
And the Lord said unto Joshua:



1.
This day I will begin to magnify you in the sight of all Israel, that they may 


know that as I was with Moses, so I will be with you.



2.
And you shall command the priests that bear the ark of the covenant, 



saying: When you are come to the brink of the water of Jordan, you shall 



stand still in Jordan.


F.
And Joshua said unto the children of Israel, Come here and hear the words of the 


Lord your God.  And Joshua said:



1.
Hereby you shall know that the living God is among you and that He will 



without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 



Hivites, the Perizzites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, and the Jebusites.



2.
Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth passes over 



before you into Jordan.



3.
Now therefore, take twelve men out of the tribes of Israel, one out of every 



tribe.



4.
And it shall come to pass, as soon as the soles of the feet of the priests that 



bear the ark of the Lord--the Lord of all the earth--shall rest in the waters 



of Jordan:




a.
The waters of Jordan shall be cut off from the waters that come 




down from above.




b.
They shall stand up in an heap.




(The Word of faith from God enabled them to take a step of 





faith.  God's Word empowers you to do the same.)

III.
Crossing the Jordan River.  (14-17)


A.
The people removed from their tents to pass over Jordan, and the priests bearing 


the ark of the covenant went before the people.

B.
And as soon as they that bore the ark came unto Jordan and the feet of the priests 


that bore it were dipped in the brim of the water--for Jordan overflows its banks 


during the time of harvest--the waters which came down from above stood and 


rose up in an heap.  


(The Jordan Rivers of life can either be viewed as impenetrable obstacles or 


amazing opportunities.  How do you view the "Jordans" of your life? )


1.
The waters stood very far from the city Adam that is beside Zaretan.



2.
The waters came down toward the sea of the plain, even the salt sea (the 



Dead Sea). 






3.
The waters failed and were cut off.  


(The crossing of the Jordan River was symbolic of the death and resurrection of 


Jesus Christ that enables us to die to the old life and walk in new life.  The waters 


rolling clear back to the city of Adam and to the Dead Sea are symbolic of its 


power to reach back to the time of Adam to forgive sins and of its ability to extend 

to spiritually dead places and bring new life.) 

C.
And the people passed over against Jericho.  (They had to leave their past behind 


and abandon the "tents" of their security to reach their destiny.  Will you?) 

D.
And the priests that bore the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood firm on dry 


ground in the midst of Jordan.  (Note that the waters not only parted to enable 


them to cross, but the ground upon which they walked was dry!)

E.
And all the Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the people were passed 


over Jordan. (This is a great spiritual analogy of how we are to follow the 



presence of God and the leadership of anointed leaders who are advancing in 


obedience to the move of God.  Once the people crossed over and the river closed 


behind them, there was no returning to the old life. The same is true for believers 


spiritually.  Once you truly experience the presence of God and the Promised 


Land of your destiny, there is no turning back.) 
Study questions on chapter 3:
1.
From where did Israel depart and where did they then lodge?  (1)
2.
What happened after three days?  (2)
3.
What instructions were the people given in verses 3-4 regarding the procession that was 
to cross Jordan?

4.
What command did Joshua give the people in verse 5?

5.
What command did Joshua give the priests in verse 6?
6.
Summarize the Word of the Lord to Joshua as recorded in verses 7-8.

7.
Summarize Joshua's instructions to Israel in verses 9-13.

8.
Summarize the events detailed in verses 14-17.
9.
Using the outline and Exodus 14-15, explain the similarities and differences between the 
crossing of the Jordan and that of the Red Sea.

10.
Explain the spiritual analogy drawn from crossing Jordan. (outline under point III.B.)
11.
Where did the priests stand until all the people passed over Jordan? (17)

12.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Joshua 4

1 And it came to pass, when all the people were clean passed over Jordan, that the Lord spake unto Joshua, saying,

2 Take you twelve men out of the people, out of every tribe a man,

3 And command ye them, saying, Take you hence out of the midst of Jordan, out of the place where the priests' feet stood firm, twelve stones, and ye shall carry them over with you, and leave them in the lodging place, where ye shall lodge this night.

4 Then Joshua called the twelve men, whom he had prepared of the children of Israel, out of every tribe a man:

5 And Joshua said unto them, Pass over before the ark of the Lord your God into the midst of Jordan, and take ye up every man of you a stone upon his shoulder, according unto the number of the tribes of the children of Israel:

6 That this may be a sign among you, that when your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, What mean ye by these stones?

7 Then ye shall answer them, That the waters of Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord; when it passed over Jordan, the waters of Jordan were cut off: and these stones shall be for a memorial unto the children of Israel for ever.

8 And the children of Israel did so as Joshua commanded, and took up twelve stones out of the midst of Jordan, as the Lord spake unto Joshua, according to the number of the tribes of the children of Israel, and carried them over with them unto the place where they lodged, and laid them down there.

9 And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests which bare the ark of the covenant stood: and they are there unto this day.

10 For the priests which bare the ark stood in the midst of Jordan, until everything was finished that the Lord commanded Joshua to speak unto the people, according to all that Moses commanded Joshua: and the people hasted and passed over.

11 And it came to pass, when all the people were clean passed over, that the ark of the Lord passed over, and the priests, in the presence of the people.

12 And the children of Reuben, and the children of Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh, passed over armed before the children of Israel, as Moses spake unto them:

13 About forty thousand prepared for war passed over before the Lord unto battle, to the plains of Jericho.

14 On that day the Lord magnified Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and they feared him, as they feared Moses, all the days of his life.

15 And the Lord spake unto Joshua, saying,

16 Command the priests that bear the ark of the testimony, that they come up out of Jordan.

17 Joshua therefore commanded the priests, saying, Come ye up out of Jordan.

18 And it came to pass, when the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord were come up out of the midst of Jordan, and the soles of the priests' feet were lifted up unto the dry land, that the waters of Jordan returned unto their place, and flowed over all his banks, as they did before.

19 And the people came up out of Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and encamped in Gilgal, in the east border of Jericho.

20 And those twelve stones, which they took out of Jordan, did Joshua pitch in Gilgal.

21 And he spake unto the children of Israel, saying, When your children shall ask their fathers in time to come, saying, What mean these stones?

22 Then ye shall let your children know, saying, Israel came over this Jordan on dry land.

23 For the Lord your God dried up the waters of Jordan from before you, until ye were passed over, as the Lord your God did to the Red sea, which he dried up from before us, until we were gone over:

24 That all the people of the earth might know the hand of the Lord, that it is mighty: that ye might fear the Lord your God for ever.

Outline 4:
(Details of the crossing of the Jordan River continue in this chapter.)

I.
The memorial stones.  (1-9)

A.
And it came to pass, when all the people were passed over Jordan, that the 



Lord spoke unto Joshua, saying:


1.
Take twelve men out of the people, one man out of every tribe.


2.
Command them saying:




a.
Take out of the midst of Jordan, out of the place where the priests' 




feet stood firm, twelve stones.




b.
Carry them over with you and leave them in the place where you 




shall lodge this night.


B.
Then Joshua called the twelve men whom he had prepared of the children of 


Israel, one man out of every tribe, and Joshua said unto them:



1.
Pass over before the ark of the Lord your God into the midst of Jordan.



2.
Each one of you take a stone upon his shoulder, according to the 




number of the tribes of the children of Israel.


3.
This will be a sign among you, that when your children ask their fathers in 



times to come, saying, What do these stones mean?


4.
Then you shall answer them that the waters of Jordan were cut off before 



the ark of the covenant of the Lord: When the ark passed over Jordan, the 



waters of Jordan were cut off.



5.
And these stones shall be for a memorial unto the children of Israel 



forever.


C.
And the children of Israel did as Joshua commanded:



1.
They took up twelve stones out of the midst of Jordan, as the Lord spoke 



unto Joshua, according to the 
number of the tribes of the children of Israel.



2.
They carried them over to the place where they lodged and laid them down 


there.

D.
And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of Jordan also, in the place where 


the feet of the priests which bore the ark of the covenant stood: And they are there 

unto this day.  (The twelve stones in the midst of Jordan were symbolic of death to 

the old life.  When the waters of Jordan closed over this memorial, only God 


could see it--just like our sins that are covered by His blood.  The twelve-stone 


memorial erected in the Promised Land was symbolic of new life.) 

II.
The passing over.  (10-14)

A.
The priests which bore the ark stood in the midst of Jordan, until everything was 


finished that the Lord commanded Joshua to speak unto the people and according 


to all that Moses commanded Joshua.

B.
Then the people hurried and passed over.  And it came to pass, when all the 


people 
were passed over, that the ark of the Lord and the priests passed over in 


the presence of the people.


C.
And the children of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh passed over 


armed before the children of Israel, as Moses spoke unto them: About 40,000 men 

prepared for war passed over to the plains of Jericho before the Lord unto battle.


D.
On that day the Lord magnified Joshua in the sight of all Israel and they feared 


him  (respected him), as they feared Moses, all the days of his life.
III.
Coming up out of Jordan.  (15-19a)


A.
And the Lord spoke unto Joshua, saying: Command the priests that bear the ark of 

the testimony, that they come up out of Jordan.


B.
Joshua therefore commanded the priests, saying, Come up out of Jordan.


C.
And it came to pass, when the priests that bore the ark of the covenant of the Lord 

were come up out of the midst of Jordan and the soles of the priests' feet were 


lifted up unto the dry land, that the waters of Jordan returned unto their place and 


flowed over all the banks as they did before.


D.
And the people came up out of Jordan on the tenth day of the first month. 
(Some people try to explain the receding of the waters of Jordan as a natural phenomena.  But note that the exact timing of the event was predicted; it occurred exactly when the priests did as they had been instructed; the ground was dry when the waters rolled back; and the waters returned when they had all passed over.  There is no natural explanation for the precise timing of all of these events. Verses23-24 makes it quite clear who did it.)

IV.
Camping at Gilgal.  (19b-24)


A.
And the people camped in Gilgal, on the east border of Jericho.  


(Gilgal was the base camp during the invasion of the Promised Land. The women, 

children, and flocks remained here while the men went forth to battle.  It became 


a place of spiritual significance because it is where Israel prepared spiritually for 

the conquest of their Promised Land: Joshua 4.    Samuel included it in his 


ministry circuit: 1 Samuel 7:16.  There was also a school of the prophets located 


there during the time of Elijah and Elisha: 2 Kings 2:1-2)

B.
And the twelve stones which they took out of Jordan, Joshua pitched in Gilgal.


C.
And Joshua told the children of Israel:  When your children shall ask their fathers 


in times to come, saying, What do these stones man? Then you shall let your 


children know, saying:



1.
Israel came over this Jordan on dry land.



2.
For the Lord your God dried up the waters of Jordan from before you, until 


you were passed over.



3.
The Lord your God did this just as He had done to the Red Sea, which He 



dried up from before us, until we had gone over.

D.
The purposes of the memorial:



1.
That all the people of the earth might know that the hand of the Lord is 



mighty.



2.
That you might fear the Lord your God forever.


(Are there special things God has done for you that you need to memorialize for future 
generations--perhaps through a journal, a book, a painting, a song of praise, etc.?  What 
will be your spiritual legacy?)

Study questions on chapter 4:
1.
After Israel had passed over Jordan, what did the Lord tell Joshua to do?  (1-3)

2.
What instructions did Joshua give the 12 men?  (4-5)

3.
Why did they collect 12 stones?  (5)

4.
Where was the first stone memorial set up?  (3,20)

5.
What was the purpose of the stone memorial at Gilgal?  (6-7)

6.
What was left in the midst of Jordan where Israel passed over?  (8-9)

7.
What was the purpose of the memorial in the midst of Jordan?  (9-10,24)

8.
Summarize the action recorded in verses 8-9.

9.
What was the role of the priests in crossing Jordan?  (10-11)

10.
How many men prepared for war passed over Jordan that day and which tribes were they 
from?  (12-13)   
11.
What was one important outcome for Joshua from the events of that day?  (14)
12.
What command was given to Joshua in verses 15-16, what was Joshua's response, and 
according to verses 17-18 what happened when he issued the command?

13.
On what day did Israel come up out of Jordan?  (19)

14.
Where did Israel camp after crossing the river?  (19) 

15.
Where did they build the stone memorial when they reached the other side?  (20)

16.
Summarize Joshua's admonition in verses 21-24.
17.
Explain the meaning of the stone memorials. (23-24)

18.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?  Are you facing 
obstacles in your life?  Will you cross over to your destiny or turn back in defeat?
Joshua 5

1 And it came to pass, when all the kings of the Amorites, which were on the side of Jordan westward, and all the kings of the Canaanites, which were by the sea, heard that the Lord had dried up the waters of Jordan from before the children of Israel, until we were passed over, that their heart melted, neither was there spirit in them any more, because of the children of Israel.

2 At that time the Lord said unto Joshua, Make thee sharp knives, and circumcise again the children of Israel the second time.

3 And Joshua made him sharp knives, and circumcised the children of Israel at the hill of the foreskins.

4 And this is the cause why Joshua did circumcise: All the people that came out of Egypt, that were males, even all the men of war, died in the wilderness by the way, after they came out of Egypt.

5 Now all the people that came out were circumcised: but all the people that were born in the wilderness by the way as they came forth out of Egypt, them they had not circumcised.

6 For the children of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, till all the people that were men of war, which came out of Egypt, were consumed, because they obeyed not the voice of the Lord: unto whom the Lord sware that he would not shew them the land, which the Lord sware unto their fathers that he would give us, a land that floweth with milk and honey.

7 And their children, whom he raised up in their stead, them Joshua circumcised: for they were uncircumcised, because they had not circumcised them by the way.

8 And it came to pass, when they had done circumcising all the people, that they abode in their places in the camp, till they were whole.

9 And the Lord said unto Joshua, This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off you. Wherefore the name of the place is called Gilgal unto this day.

10 And the children of Israel encamped in Gilgal, and kept the passover on the fourteenth day of the month at even in the plains of Jericho.

11 And they did eat of the old corn of the land on the morrow after the passover, unleavened cakes, and parched corn in the selfsame day.

12 And the manna ceased on the morrow after they had eaten of the old corn of the land; neither had the children of Israel manna any more; but they did eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year.

13 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold, there stood a man over against him with his sword drawn in his hand: and Joshua went unto him, and said unto him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries?

14 And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host of the Lord am I now come. And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him, What saith my lord unto his servant?

15 And the captain of the Lord's host said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so.

Outline 5:
(Spiritual preparation prior to the conquest of the Promised Land.)

I.
Response of the kings of Canaan.  (1)


And it came to pass, when all the kings of the Amorites which were on the side of 
Jordan 
westward, and all the kings of the Canaanites which were by the sea, heard that the Lord 
had dried up the waters of Jordan from before the children of Israel until they passed 
over, that their hearts melted, neither was there spirit in them anymore, because of the 
children of Israel.

II.
The purification:  Circumcision.  (2-9)


A.
At that time the Lord said unto Joshua, Make sharp knives and circumcise again 


the children of Israel the second time. 


(See Genesis 17:1-14 for the spiritual significance of circumcision for Israel.  The 

new generation had not been 
circumcised during the wilderness journey, so for a 


second time the Lord commands the rite of circumcision as a token of His 



covenant with His people.)

B.
Joshua made sharp knives and circumcised the children of Israel.


C.
This is the reason why Joshua circumcised the men: 


1.
All the people that came out of Egypt that were males, even all the men of 



war, died in the wilderness by the way after they came out of Egypt.



2.
All the men that originally came out of Egypt were circumcised: But 



all the people that were born in the wilderness along the way had not been 



circumcised.



3.
For the children of Israel walked 40 years in the wilderness, until all the 



people that were men of war who came out of Egypt were consumed 



because they did not obey the voice of the Lord.



4.
They were the ones to whom the Lord swore that He would not show them 


the land which He swore unto their fathers that He would give them, a 



land that flows with milk and honey.



5.
And their children, whom He raised up in their stead, those were the ones 



Joshua circumcised: For they were uncircumcised, because they had not 



circumcised them by the way.


D.
And it came to pass, when they were done circumcising all the people, that they 


abode in their places in the camp until they were whole.


E.
And the Lord said unto Joshua, This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt 


from off you. Wherefore the name of the place is called Gilgal unto this day.  


(Gilgal means "the rolling away", indicating that the shame of their bondage as 


slaves in Egypt had been removed.  For believers, "Gilgal" must occur spiritually 


before we can claim our inheritance.  The reproach of  sin and bondage must be 


rolled away through the blood.)
III.
The Passover.  (10)


And the children of Israel camped in Gilgal and kept the Passover on the 


fourteenth day of the month at evening in the plains of Jericho.  (See Exodus 12:1-


20 on the institution of the Passover.)
IV.
The provision.  (11-12)


A.
They ate the old corn of the land on the day after the Passover, unleavened 



cakes and parched corn in the same day.


B.
The manna ceased on the day after they had eaten of the old (ripe) corn of the 


land.


C.
Neither did the children of Israel have  manna anymore; but they ate of the 


fruit of the land of Canaan that year.  (For children of God, one source of 



provision does not cease until another begins.  If the old "manna" has ceased, 


God has not abandoned you. The "new corn" is ready!)
V.
The presence.  (13-15)

A.
It came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and 



looked, and, behold, there stood a man over against him with his sword drawn in 


his hand.


B.
Joshua went and said unto him: Are you for us, or for our adversaries?


C.
He said: Neither; but as Captain of the host of the Lord I am now come. 

D.
Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshipped and said unto him: What 


does my lord say unto His servant?


E.
The Captain of the Lord's host said unto Joshua: Loose your shoe from off 



your foot; for the place where you are standing is holy (Exodus 3:1-10). 



And Joshua did so.  (Joshua was learning that the battle was not "us 



against them", but rather "Him against them."  The same is true for our spiritual 


battles. The Captain of the Lord of hosts was a pre-incarnate appearance of Jesus 

Christ who also appeared as the Angel of the Lord who appeared in other Old 


Testament accounts.  Such an appearance is actually the Lord Himself in a form that 

prevents man from seeing His face and dying: Exodus 33:20.   The Angel Of the Lord 

first appeared to Hagaar in Genesis 16:7-10.)

Study questions on chapter 5:
1.
What was the response of the kings of the Canaanites and the Amorites when they heard that the Jordan River had miraculously dried up to permit the Israelites to pass over?  (1)
2.
What mandate did God give Joshua in verse 2 and what was Joshua's response in verse 3?

3.
Why was it necessary to circumcise the men of Israel?  (4-7 and outline)

4.
For how many years had Israel been in the wilderness and why were they there so long?  (6)
5.
What did the people do after Joshua performed the rites of circumcision?  (8)
6.
What good word did the Lord give Joshua in verse 9?

7.
What name was given to the place where the circumcision occurred?  (9)

8.
According to verse 10, what other Jewish observance did Israel keep at that time?

9.
According to verses 11-12, what provision ceased and what new staple was provided?
10.
Describe Joshua's experience in verses 14-15.



-Where was Joshua when this encounter occurred?



-What did Joshua see?



-What questions did he ask?



-What were the answers he received?



-What was Joshua's response to this revelation?



-What did the Captain of the Lord's host tell Joshua to do?



-According to the outline, who is the Captain of the Lord's host?

11.
Use Supplemental Study Four on "Four Tokens Of Spiritual Mobilization" for further 
study of the events that occurred in this chapter.

12.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?
CLAIMING THE LAND

Chapters 6-12
The Central Campaign: 6-8

Joshua 6

1 Now Jericho was straitly shut up because of the children of Israel: none went out, and none came in.

2 And the Lord said unto Joshua, See, I have given into thine hand Jericho, and the king thereof, and the mighty men of valour.

3 And ye shall compass the city, all ye men of war, and go round about the city once. Thus shalt thou do six days.

4 And seven priests shall bear before the ark seven trumpets of rams' horns: and the seventh day ye shall compass the city seven times, and the priests shall blow with the trumpets.

5 And it shall come to pass, that when they make a long blast with the ram's horn, and when ye hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city shall fall down flat, and the people shall ascend up every man straight before him.

6 And Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, and said unto them, Take up the ark of the covenant, and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of the Lord.

7 And he said unto the people, Pass on, and compass the city, and let him that is armed pass on before the ark of the Lord.

8 And it came to pass, when Joshua had spoken unto the people, that the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams' horns passed on before the Lord, and blew with the trumpets: and the ark of the covenant of the Lord followed them.

9 And the armed men went before the priests that blew with the trumpets, and the rearward came after the ark, the priests going on, and blowing with the trumpets.

10 And Joshua had commanded the people, saying, Ye shall not shout, nor make any noise with your voice, neither shall any word proceed out of your mouth, until the day I bid you shout; then shall ye shout.

11 So the ark of the Lord compassed the city, going about it once: and they came into the camp, and lodged in the camp.

12 And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of the Lord.

13 And seven priests bearing seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of the Lord went on continually, and blew with the trumpets: and the armed men went before them; but the rearward came after the ark of the Lord, the priests going on, and blowing with the trumpets.

14 And the second day they compassed the city once, and returned into the camp: so they did six days.

15 And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they rose early about the dawning of the day, and compassed the city after the same manner seven times: only on that day they compassed the city seven times.

16 And it came to pass at the seventh time, when the priests blew with the trumpets, Joshua said unto the people, Shout; for the Lord hath given you the city.

17 And the city shall be accursed, even it, and all that are therein, to the Lord: only Rahab the harlot shall live, she and all that are with her in the house, because she hid the messengers that we sent.

18 And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the accursed thing, lest ye make yourselves accursed, when ye take of the accursed thing, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it.

19 But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron, are consecrated unto the Lord: they shall come into the treasury of the Lord.

20 So the people shouted when the priests blew with the trumpets: and it came to pass, when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they took the city.

21 And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, young and old, and ox, and sheep, and ass, with the edge of the sword.

22 But Joshua had said unto the two men that had spied out the country, Go into the harlot's house, and bring out thence the woman, and all that she hath, as ye sware unto her.

23 And the young men that were spies went in, and brought Rahab, and her father, and her mother, and her brethren, and all that she had; and they brought out all her kindred, and left them without the camp of Israel.

24 And they burnt the city with fire, and all that was therein: only the silver, and the gold, and the vessels of brass and of iron, they put into the treasury of the house of the Lord.

25 And Joshua saved Rahab the harlot alive, and her father's household, and all that she had; and she dwelleth in Israel even unto this day; because she hid the messengers, which Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.

26 And Joshua adjured them at that time, saying, Cursed be the man before the Lord, that riseth up and buildeth this city Jericho: he shall lay the foundation thereof in his firstborn, and in his youngest son shall he set up the gates of it.

27 So the Lord was with Joshua; and his fame was noised throughout all the country.

Outline 6:
(The next few chapters concern the conflicts at Jericho, Ai, and Gibeon.  Spiritually, Jericho represents the world, Ai represents the flesh, and Gibeon represents the devil and his subtle traps.  These enemy cities are representative of the spiritual foes faced by believers: The world, the flesh, and the devil.  The battle of Jericho is recorded in this chapter, along with the conclusion of the story of Rahab which began in chapter 2)

I.
Conditions in Jericho. (1)

Now Jericho was shut up because of the children of Israel:  No one went out, and no one 
came in.  (The people of Jericho had heard about the miracle of Israel's crossing the 
Jordan River and had shut the gates of their walled city and prepared to defend their 
territory.)
II.
The battle strategy for Jericho. (2-5)

And the Lord said to Joshua:


A.
See, I have given into your hand Jericho, the king thereof, and the mighty men 


of valor.  (Note throughout the book of Joshua statements by God like "I have 


given"  and "I will", making it very clear who was fighting their battles.  You do 


not win battles and take spiritual territory in your own strength.  You are 



victorious because God gives you effective spiritual strategies and weapons and 


He battles for you and through you.) 

B.
All the men of war shall compass the city and go around it once a day for six days.


C.
Seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark.


D.
On the seventh day you shall compass the city seven times, and the priests 
shall 


blow with the trumpets.  (The number seven, as used in the Bible, is symbolic of 


perfection.)

E.
It shall come to pass, that when they make a long blast with the ram's horn, 


and when you hear the sound of the trumpet:



1.
The people shall shout with a great shout.



2.
The wall of the city shall fall down flat.



3.
Israel shall ascend up, every man straight ahead.


(Sometimes, the strategy God gives seems absurd, but in this account walls fall at 


the sound of a trumpet and a shout.  Scriptures reveal that giants were felled by a 


single stone, multitudes were slain with the jawbone of an ass, and a single tent 


peg and a millstone took down mighty enemies. People may criticize unusual 


methods, but if those methods are mandates from God, they will succeed.)
III.
Joshua instructs the priests and people.  (6-7)


A.
And Joshua, the son of Nun, called the priests and said unto them: Take up the ark 

of the covenant, and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams' horns before 


the ark of the Lord.


B.
And he said unto the people: Pass on, compass (surround) the city, and let him 


that is armed pass on before the ark of the Lord.
IV.
Compassing Jericho.  (8-11)

A.
And it came to pass, when Joshua had spoken unto the people, that the seven 


priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams' horns passed on before the Lord and 


blew with the trumpets: And the ark of the covenant of the Lord followed them.


B.
And the armed men went before the priests that blew with the trumpets, and the 


rearward came after the ark, the priests going on and blowing with the trumpets.


C.
And Joshua had commanded the people, saying, You shall not shout, nor make 


any noise with your voice, neither shall any word proceed out of your mouth, until 

the day I bid you shout:  Then you shall shout.


D.
So the ark of the Lord compassed the city, going about it once: And they came 


into the camp and lodged in the camp.
V.
The battle of Jericho.  (12-21)


A.
And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of the Lord.


B.
And seven priests, bearing seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of the 


Lord, went on continually and blew with the trumpets: 


1.
The armed men went before them.



2.
The rearward came after the ark of the Lord, the priests going on, and 



blowing with the trumpets as they went.

C.
And the second day they compassed the city once, and returned into the camp: 


They did this for six days.


D.
And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they rose early about the dawning of 


the day, and compassed the city after the same manner, only on that day they 


compassed the city seven times.


E.
And it came to pass on the seventh time, when the priests blew with the trumpets, 


Joshua said unto the people, Shout--for the Lord has given you the city.  



(Archeological evidence has confirmed that the walls of Jericho fell down flat.  


Hebrews 11:30 is clear how the walls fell: By faith.  You do not conquer 



your Jerichos through self-effort.  Victories over spiritual "Jerichos"--



representing the world--depend upon your obedience to God's Word.)

F.
And the city shall be accursed, it and all that are therein: Only Rahab the harlot 


shall live, she and all that are with her in the house, because she hid the 



messengers that were sent.


G.
And you, no matter what:



1.
Keep yourselves from the accursed thing.



2.
Lest you make yourselves accursed when you take of the accursed thing.



3.
Lest you make the camp of Israel accursed and trouble it.



4.
All the silver, gold, and vessels of brass and iron are consecrated unto the 



Lord:  They shall come into the treasury of the Lord.  



(In this first battle, all of the spoil was to come into the treasury of the 



Lord.  The people were to keep nothing, lest they be cursed.)

H.
So the people shouted when the priests blew with the trumpets: 


1.
And it came to pass, when the people heard the sound of the trumpet and 



shouted with a great shout, that the wall of Jericho fell down flat.



2.
Then Israel went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they 



took the city.



3.
And they utterly destroyed with the edge of the sword all that was in the 



city, both man and woman, young and old, and ox, sheep, and ass.
VI.
Rahab's family is saved. (22-25) 


A.
But Joshua said unto the two men that had spied out the country, "Go into the 


harlot's house, and bring out the woman and all that she has, as you swore unto 


her."

B.
And the young men that were spies went in and brought out Rahab, her father, her 

mother, her brethren, and all that she had; and they brought out all her 



kindred and left them without the camp of Israel.  

(God had commanded all to die, but Rahab was spared, revealing that there is no sin so 
great that God cannot forgive if repentance is sought.  Rahab became an ancestor of 
Jesus Christ: Matthew 1:5. She is also listed in the hall of faith in Hebrews 11:31 and 
commended for her faith in James 2:25.  Are you rescuing, embracing, and encouraging 
the "Rahabs" who have stained pasts and are being raised up by God as people of faith?)

C.
And they burnt the city with fire, and all that was therein: Only the silver, the 


gold, and the vessels of brass and iron they put into the treasury of the house of 


the Lord.


D.
And Joshua saved Rahab the harlot and her father's household and all that she 


had and she dwells in Israel even unto this day (at the time of this writing) 



because she hid the messengers, which Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.


(See Supplemental Study Three:  "Claiming Household Salvation" for further 


study of  Rahab.)

VII.
The curse on Jericho.  (26)

And Joshua adjured them at that time, saying:


A.
Cursed be the man before the Lord, that rises up and builds this city Jericho.


B.
He shall lay the foundation thereof in his firstborn, and in his youngest son shall 


he set up the gates of it.  (See 1 Kings 16:34 for the fulfillment of this prophetic 


curse.  Do not try to restore what God destroys.)
VIII.
The source of Joshua's power:  The Lord was with him and his fame spread throughout 

all of the country.  (27)
Study questions on chapter 6:
1.
Using the introductory statement in the outline of this chapter, answer the following 
questions:



-What does Jericho represent spiritually?



-What does Ai represent spiritually?



-What do the Gibeonites represent spiritually?

2.
What was the situation in Jericho in the opening of this chapter?  (1)
3.
Using verses 2-5, describe the plan given to Joshua by the Lord for the battle of Jericho. 



-Who was to surround the city?


-What was the role of the priests in this march?



-How many times were they to march around the city each day for how many 


 days?



-What were they to do on the seventh day after they marched around the seventh 


time?

4.
Using verse 6, summarize Joshua's instructions to the priests.

5.
Using verse 7, summarize Joshua's instructions to the people.
6.
Using verses 8-9, describe the procession that marched around Jerusalem.
7.
What did Joshua command the people in verse 10?

8.
What was the position of the ark of the Lord in the marches?  (9 and 11)

9.
Describe the action of verses 12-14.

10.
What did the people do differently on the seventh day?  (15)

11.
What happened when they completed the last march around the city on the seventh 
day?  (16)

12.
What proclamation did Joshua make over the city?  (17)

13.
According to verse 17, who from the city of Jericho would be rescued and permitted to 
live?  

14.
What warning did Joshua give in verses 18-19?

15.
What did the people do when the priests blew the trumpets and what was the result?  (20)

16.
What did Israel do to the city and its inhabitants?  (21)

17.
Who did Joshua send men to rescue in Jericho?  (22)

18.
Who was saved from the harlot's house and why?  (23 and 25)

19.
What did they do to the city after the battle?  (24)

20.
What was retrieved from Jericho for the house of the Lord?  (24)

21.
After the battle, what proclamation did Joshua make over the city? (26)  What does 

1 Kings 16:34 reveal regarding the fulfillment of this prophecy?
22.
What do you learn about Joshua in verse 27?
23.
Use Supplemental Study Three for further study of the story of Rahab and her family.

24.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Joshua 7

1 But the children of Israel committed a trespass in the accursed thing: for Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed thing: and the anger of the Lord was kindled against the children of Israel.

2 And Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is beside Beth-aven, on the east side of Bethel, and spake unto them, saying, Go up and view the country. And the men went up and viewed Ai.

3 And they returned to Joshua, and said unto him, Let not all the people go up; but let about two or three thousand men go up and smite Ai; and make not all the people to labour thither; for they are but few.

4 So there went up thither of the people about three thousand men: and they fled before the men of Ai.

5 And the men of Ai smote of them about thirty and six men: for they chased them from before the gate even unto Shebarim, and smote them in the going down: wherefore the hearts of the people melted, and became as water.

6 And Joshua rent his clothes, and fell to the earth upon his face before the ark of the Lord until the eventide, he and the elders of Israel, and put dust upon their heads.

7 And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord GOD, wherefore hast thou at all brought this people over Jordan, to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us? would to God we had been content, and dwelt on the other side Jordan!

8 O Lord, what shall I say, when Israel turneth their backs before their enemies!

9 For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land shall hear of it, and shall environ us round, and cut off our name from the earth: and what wilt thou do unto thy great name?

10 And the Lord said unto Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face?

11 Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed my covenant which I commanded them: for they have even taken of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have put it even among their own stuff.

12 Therefore the children of Israel could not stand before their enemies, but turned their backs before their enemies, because they were accursed: neither will I be with you any more, except ye destroy the accursed from among you.

13 Up, sanctify the people, and say, Sanctify yourselves against to morrow: for thus saith the Lord God of Israel, There is an accursed thing in the midst of thee, O Israel: thou canst not stand before thine enemies, until ye take away the accursed thing from among you.

14 In the morning therefore ye shall be brought according to your tribes: and it shall be, that the tribe which the Lord taketh shall come according to the families thereof; and the family which the Lord shall take shall come by households; and the household which the Lord shall take shall come man by man.

15 And it shall be, that he that is taken with the accursed thing shall be burnt with fire, he and all that he hath: because he hath transgressed the covenant of the Lord, and because he hath wrought folly in Israel.

16 So Joshua rose up early in the morning, and brought Israel by their tribes; and the tribe of Judah was taken:

17 And he brought the family of Judah; and he took the family of the Zarhites: and he brought the family of the Zarhites man by man; and Zabdi was taken:

18 And he brought his household man by man; and Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken.

19 And Joshua said unto Achan, My son, give, I pray thee, glory to the Lord God of Israel, and make confession unto him; and tell me now what thou hast done; hide it not from me.

20 And Achan answered Joshua, and said, Indeed I have sinned against the Lord God of Israel, and thus and thus have I done:

21 When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, and took them; and, behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and the silver under it.

22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran unto the tent; and, behold, it was hid in his tent, and the silver under it.

23 And they took them out of the midst of the tent, and brought them unto Joshua, and unto all the children of Israel, and laid them out before the Lord.

24 And Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver, and the garment, and the wedge of gold, and his sons, and his daughters, and his oxen, and his asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and all that he had: and they brought them unto the valley of Achor.

25 And Joshua said, Why hast thou troubled us? the Lord shall trouble thee this day. And all Israel stoned him with stones, and burned them with fire, after they had stoned them with stones.

26 And they raised over him a great heap of stones unto this day. So the Lord turned from the fierceness of his anger. Wherefore the name of that place was called, The valley of Achor, unto this day.

Outline 7:

(The sin of Achan and the defeat at Ai.)

I.
The sin of Achan.  (1)

A.
But the children of Israel committed a trespass in the accursed thing  (the things 


that were to be devoted to the Lord, the spoil from the first battle).


B.
For Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of 


Judah, took of the accursed thing.


C.
And the anger of the Lord was kindled against the children of Israel.

(Never underestimate the damage one person's sin can do.  David's disobedience resulted 
in the deaths of 70,000 people!  Why would God blame the whole nation for the 
disobedience of one man?  Because Israel was considered as one people in the Lord.  As 
the Body of Christ, we are one in the Lord and sin in our midst affects us all.) 

II.
Defeat at Ai.  (2-5)


A.
And Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is beside Beth-aven, on the east 


side of Bethel, and spoke unto them, saying: Go up and view the country. And the 


men went up and viewed Ai.


B.
And they returned to Joshua, and said unto him:



1.
Do not let all the people go up.



2.
Let about two or three thousand men go up and smite Ai.



3.
Do not make all the people go up, for the people of Ai are few.



(This was an error of pride and presumption.  As previously noted, Ai represents 


the flesh spiritually There is no spiritual battle--especially with the flesh--for 


which you do not need all available resources provided from God.  There is no 


mention that Joshua prayed about this decision. There is no mention of "if it is the 

Lord's will" as we are advised in James 4:13-17.)

C.
So there went up about 3,000 of the people: And they fled before the men of Ai.


D.
And the men of Ai smote 36 of Israel's fighting men: For they chased them from 


before the gate even unto Shebarim, and smote them in the going down (a slope 


into the valley).


E.
Wherefore the hearts of the people of Israel melted and became as water.


(Although only 36 men were killed, 3,000 were defeated when Israel was forced to 

retreat--and they had been promised by God to expect victory in their battles!)

III.
Seeking the Lord regarding their failure.  (6-9)

A.
And Joshua rent his clothes and fell to the earth upon his face before the ark of 


the Lord until the evening, he and the elders of Israel, and put dust upon their 


heads.  (These are all traditional signs of grief and mourning.)

B.
And Joshua said:



1.
Alas, oh Lord God, why have You brought this people over Jordan
to 



deliver us into the hand of the Amorites to destroy us? 


2.
Would to God we had been content and dwelt on the other side Jordan!



3.
Oh Lord, what shall I say, when Israel turns their backs before their 



enemies?


4.
For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land shall hear of it, and 



shall environ (surround) us round, and cut off our name from the earth. 


5.
And what will You  (this defeat You allowed) do unto Your great name?


(Any defeat is a call to consider the cause. To this point, Joshua has not asked 


the cause of their defeat.  There was a reason, just as there are reasons when we 


are defeated in battle.)

IV.
The Lord responds.  (10-15)

A.
And the Lord said unto Joshua, Get up!  Why are you lying this way upon your 


face?  (There is a time to pray, but there is also a time to stop praying and act in 


obedience to God's commands.)

B.
Israel has sinned and they have also transgressed my covenant which I 



commanded them: 


1.
They have taken of the accursed thing.



2.
They have stolen and dissembled.



3.
They have put it among their own stuff.


(Note the use of the word "they".  Sin by one member affects the whole Body of 


Christ: 1 Corinthians 12:26. Individual sin does corporate damage, as 



demonstrated by one man's sin coming upon all men:  Romans 5:12,15,17.  


Normally, Israel was allowed to keep the spoil of battle, but in this first battle at 


Jericho it was to be dedicated to the Lord.  Sometimes, "tradition" is wrong. What 

was okay in one situation is not in another. There is no need to seek counseling or 

prayer for guidance about something that God explicitly forbids in His Word. 


When God says something is wrong, it is wrong. End of discussion.)

C.
Therefore the children of Israel could not stand before their enemies:



1.
They turned their backs before their enemies, because they were accursed.



2.
Neither will I be with you any more, except you destroy the accursed thing 


from among you.  

D.
Up, sanctify the people, and say:  Sanctify yourselves in preparation for tomorrow. 

For thus says the Lord God of Israel:



1.
There is an accursed thing in the midst of you, oh Israel.



2.
You cannot stand before your enemies until you take away the accursed 



thing from among you.



3.
In the morning therefore you shall be brought according to your tribes: 



a.
And it shall be, that the tribe which the Lord takes shall come 





according to the families thereof.




b.
And the family which the Lord shall take shall come by its





households.




c.
And the household which the Lord shall take shall come man-by- 




man.


4.
And it shall be, that he that is taken with the accursed thing shall be burnt 



with fire, he and all that he has:  




a.
Because he has transgressed the covenant of the Lord.




b.
Because he has wrought (caused by his actions) folly in Israel.

(Moses had warned Israel that if there was sin in their midst they could not defeat their enemies.  If they were following the Lord, one soldier would chase 1,000 and two would put 10,000 to flight.  Three Israeli soldiers could have defeated the whole city of Ai, had not sin separated them from God:  Isaiah 59:2.)

V.
Dealing with the sin.  (16-26)


A.
 So Joshua rose up early in the morning, and brought Israel by their tribes.


1.
And the tribe of Judah was taken, and he brought the family of Judah.



2.
And he took the family of the Zarhites: And he brought the family of the 



Zarhites man-by-man.



3.
And Zabdi was taken, and he brought his household man-by-man.



4.
And Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the 



tribe of Judah, was taken.


B.
And Joshua said unto Achan:



1.
My son, I pray you, give glory to the Lord God of Israel.



2.
Make confession unto Him.



3.
Tell me now what you have done.



4.
Do not hide it from me.



(When you confess sin, you are agreeing with God and this glorifies Him. What 


sin do you need to confess to God?  Reflect on this personally.)

C.
And Achan answered Joshua, and said:



1.
Indeed I have sinned against the Lord God of Israel, and this is what I have 


done.  (All sin is sin against God.)


2.
When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, two hundred 



shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I 



coveted them, took them, and, behold, they are hid in the earth in the 



midst of my tent, and the silver under it.  (This is a classic example of the 



lure of the flesh:  "I saw, I coveted, I took, and I hid." The same cycle is 



evident in the first act of sin recorded in Genesis 3.)

D.
So Joshua sent messengers:



1.
They ran unto the tent.



2.
Behold,  it was hid in his tent and the silver under it.



3.
And they took the accursed items out of the midst of the tent, and brought 



them unto Joshua and unto all the children of Israel, and laid them out 



before the Lord.


E.
And Joshua and all Israel with him, took Achan, the son of Zerah; the silver; the 


garment;  the wedge of gold; his sons, his daughters, his oxen, his asses, his sheep, 

his tent, and all that he had: And they brought them unto the Valley of Achor.


F.
And Joshua said:



1.
Why have you troubled us? 


2.
The Lord shall trouble you this day. 

G.
And all Israel stoned him with stones and burned them with fire after they had 


stoned them with stones.  (You may question why the family was punished along 


with Achan.  They most likely knew and agreed with
Achan's sin, as the items were 

hidden in their tent. Deuteronomy 24:16 says the children should not be held 


responsible for a father's sins, so guilt had to be proven or they would not 



have been punished.  Also, these were the days of law, not of the grace and 


forgiveness now available through Jesus Christ.  This sad event serves as a 


classic example of how desperately we needed a Savior to die for sin once and 


for all so that we could be saved from the penalty of sin--death--and escape 


judgment.  This account also demonstrates that there is a point of  sinning until 


there is no remedy, and that is what Achan and his family had done.  They had 


crossed the line: Jeremiah 11:11;14:11-12; 15:1-2.  Achan's story illustrates 


how what you do affects not only you, but your family and future generations 


also.)

H.
And they raised over him a great heap of stones unto this day. 


(The previous stone memorials raised at the crossing of Jordan symbolized God's



goodness through death to the old life and entering into new life.  Here, the 


stones symbolize God's judgment. See Supplemental Study One for a composite 


list of  the memorials erected during the time of Joshua.)


I.
So the Lord turned from the fierceness of His anger. 

J.
Wherefore the name of that place was called, The Valley of Achor (trouble), unto 


this day.

Study questions on chapter 7:
1.
Using verse 1, answer the following questions:


-What trespass had been committed?



-Who was responsible for this sin?



-What was the Lord's response to this transgression?

2.
What did Joshua do in verse 2 regarding the city of Ai?
3.
What was the recommendation of the men who spied out Ai?  (3)

4.
How many men went up to battle in Ai?  (4)
5.
What happened to the Israeli men who went to battle Ai?  (4-5)

6.
What was Joshua's response to the defeat at Ai?  (6)

7.
Summarize Joshua's prayer in verses 7-9.  What questions did he ask?  What statements 
did he make?  What concerns did he raise?

8.
What was God's command to Joshua?  (10)

9.
What did God reveal to Joshua regarding the reason for their defeat?  (11)

10.
What was the result of Israel's sin?  (12)

11.
What did God tell Joshua to do about their sin?  (13-15)

12.
What happened early the next morning after this revelation?  (16)
13.
Who appeared before Joshua as they were summoned?  (16)

14.
Which tribe was revealed to have sinned?  (16)

15.
Which family of this tribe was responsible for the sin?  (18)

16.
Which man was found guilty and what did Joshua say to him?  (19)

17.
Using verses 20-21, summarize Achan's confession.

18.
What did Joshua do in verses 22-23?
19.
What did Joshua ask Achan in verse 25?

20.
What was the fate of Achan, his family, and all of his belongings? (24-26)

21.
Using the outline notes, explain why the entire family was punished.

22.
What was the result of Israel dealing properly with this sin?  (26)
23.
According to the last part of verse 26, what was the valley where these events occurred 
named?  

24.
For further study on the defeat at Achor and the subsequent restoration, see 
Supplemental Study Five, "After Achor, A Door Of Hope".

25.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Joshua 8

1 And the Lord said unto Joshua, Fear not, neither be thou dismayed: take all the people of war with thee, and arise, go up to Ai: see, I have given into thy hand the king of Ai, and his people, and his city, and his land:

2 And thou shalt do to Ai and her king as thou didst unto Jericho and her king: only the spoil thereof, and the cattle thereof, shall ye take for a prey unto yourselves: lay thee an ambush for the city behind it.

3 So Joshua arose, and all the people of war, to go up against Ai: and Joshua chose out thirty thousand mighty men of valour, and sent them away by night.

4 And he commanded them, saying, Behold, ye shall lie in wait against the city, even behind the city: go not very far from the city, but be ye all ready:

5 And I, and all the people that are with me, will approach unto the city: and it shall come to pass, when they come out against us, as at the first, that we will flee before them,

6(For they will come out after us) till we have drawn them from the city; for they will say, They flee before us, as at the first: therefore we will flee before them.

7 Then ye shall rise up from the ambush, and seize upon the city: for the Lord your God will deliver it into your hand.

8 And it shall be, when ye have taken the city, that ye shall set the city on fire: according to the commandment of the Lord shall ye do. See, I have commanded you.

9 Joshua therefore sent them forth: and they went to lie in ambush, and abode between Bethel and Ai, on the west side of Ai: but Joshua lodged that night among the people.

10 And Joshua rose up early in the morning, and numbered the people, and went up, he and the elders of Israel, before the people to Ai.

11 And all the people, even the people of war that were with him, went up, and drew nigh, and came before the city, and pitched on the north side of Ai: now there was a valley between them and Ai.

12 And he took about five thousand men, and set them to lie in ambush between Bethel and Ai, on the west side of the city.

13 And when they had set the people, even all the host that was on the north of the city, and their liers in wait on the west of the city, Joshua went that night into the midst of the valley.

14 And it came to pass, when the king of Ai saw it, that they hasted and rose up early, and the men of the city went out against Israel to battle, he and all his people, at a time appointed, before the plain; but he wist not that there were liers in ambush against him behind the city.

15 And Joshua and all Israel made as if they were beaten before them, and fled by the way of the wilderness.

16 And all the people that were in Ai were called together to pursue after them: and they pursued after Joshua, and were drawn away from the city.

17 And there was not a man left in Ai or Bethel, that went not out after Israel: and they left the city open, and pursued after Israel.

18 And the Lord said unto Joshua, Stretch out the spear that is in thy hand toward Ai; for I will give it into thine hand. And Joshua stretched out the spear that he had in his hand toward the city.

19 And the ambush arose quickly out of their place, and they ran as soon as he had stretched out his hand: and they entered into the city, and took it, and hasted and set the city on fire.

20 And when the men of Ai looked behind them, they saw, and, behold, the smoke of the city ascended up to heaven, and they had no power to flee this way or that way: and the people that fled to the wilderness turned back upon the pursuers.

21 And when Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush had taken the city, and that the smoke of the city ascended, then they turned again, and slew the men of Ai.

22 And the other issued out of the city against them; so they were in the midst of Israel, some on this side, and some on that side: and they smote them, so that they let none of them remain or escape.

23 And the king of Ai they took alive, and brought him to Joshua.

24 And it came to pass, when Israel had made an end of slaying all the inhabitants of Ai in the field, in the wilderness wherein they chased them, and when they were all fallen on the edge of the sword, until they were consumed, that all the Israelites returned unto Ai, and smote it with the edge of the sword.

25 And so it was, that all that fell that day, both of men and women, were twelve thousand, even all the men of Ai.

26 For Joshua drew not his hand back, wherewith he stretched out the spear, until he had utterly destroyed all the inhabitants of Ai.

27 Only the cattle and the spoil of that city Israel took for a prey unto themselves, according unto the word of the Lord which he commanded Joshua.

28 And Joshua burnt Ai, and made it an heap for ever, even a desolation unto this day.

29 And the king of Ai he hanged on a tree until eventide: and as soon as the sun was down, Joshua commanded that they should take his carcase down from the tree, and cast it at the entering of the gate of the city, and raise thereon a great heap of stones, that remaineth unto this day.

30 Then Joshua built an altar unto the Lord God of Israel in mount Ebal,

31 As Moses the servant of the Lord commanded the children of Israel, as it is written in the book of the law of Moses, an altar of whole stones, over which no man hath lift up any iron: and they offered thereon burnt offerings unto the Lord, and sacrificed peace offerings.

32 And he wrote there upon the stones a copy of the law of Moses, which he wrote in the presence of the children of Israel.

33 And all Israel, and their elders, and officers, and their judges, stood on this side the ark and on that side before the priests the Levites, which bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord, as well the stranger, as he that was born among them; half of them over against mount Gerizim, and half of them over against mount Ebal; as Moses the servant of the Lord had commanded before, that they should bless the people of Israel.

34 And afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessings and cursings, according to all that is written in the book of the law.

35 There was not a word of all that Moses commanded, which Joshua read not before all the congregation of Israel, with the women, and the little ones, and the strangers that were conversant among them.

Outline 8:
(A return to battle at Ai.)

I.
A promise and a plan from the Lord.  (1-2)

 
A.
And the Lord said unto Joshua: Fear not, neither be dismayed.



(Past sins and defeats result in fear and discouragement.  God encourages 


you, as He did Joshua, through His Word.)


B.
Take all the people of war with you, arise, and go up to Ai: See, I have given into 


your hand the king of Ai, his people, his city, and his land.  (Note that they were 


to take all of the men of war.  Ai represents the flesh. Never
underestimate the 


power of the flesh.  You need all available spiritual resources to war against it.)

C.
And you shall do to Ai and her king as you did to Jericho and her king: Only the 


spoil and the cattle you shall take for a prey unto yourselves.  (This time, unlike at 


Jericho, Israel was allowed to keep the spoil of the city.  What is permissible in 


one situation, may not be in another.  Seek His guidance for each new challenge 


you face.)

D.
Lay an ambush for the city behind it.

II.
The plan to take Ai. (3-11)


A.
So Joshua and all the people of war arose to go up against Ai: And Joshua chose 


out 30,000 mighty men of valor and sent them away by night.


B.
And he commanded them, saying:



1.
Behold, you shall lie in wait against the city, even behind the city: Do not 



go very far from the city, but be ready.


2.
I and all the people that are with me will approach unto the city: 



a.
And it shall come to pass when they come out against us as at the 




first, that we will flee before them.



b.
They will come out after us until we have drawn them from the 




city.




c.
They will say, They flee before us, as at the first.




d.
Therefore we will flee before them.



3.
Then you shall rise up from the ambush and seize the city: For the Lord 



your God will deliver it into your hand.



4.
It shall be, when you have taken the city, that you shall set the city on 



fire. 




5.
According to the commandment of the Lord, so shall you do. See, I have 



commanded you.


C.
Joshua therefore sent them forth: And they went to lie in ambush between Bethel 


and Ai, on the west side of Ai.


D.
But Joshua lodged that night among the people.


E.
And Joshua rose up early in the morning, numbered the people, and went up, he 


and the elders of Israel, before the people to Ai.


F.
And all the people, even the people of war that were with him, went up, drew 


near, came before the city, and pitched on the north side of Ai: Now there was 


a valley between them and Ai.

III.
The battle of Ai.  (12-29)


A.
And Joshua took about 5,000 men and set them to lie in ambush between Bethel 


and Ai, on the west side of the city.


B.
And when they had set the people in place, even all the host that was on the north 


of the city and those lying in wait on the west of the city, Joshua went that night 


into the midst of the valley.

C.
And it came to pass, when the king of Ai saw it:



1.
They hurried and rose up early.



2.
The men of the city went out against Israel to battle, he and all his 




people, at a time appointed, before the plain.



3.
But he did not know that there were men lying in ambush against him 



behind the city.


D.
And Joshua and all Israel pretended they were beaten before them, and fled by the 


way of the wilderness.



1.
And all the people that were in Ai were called together to pursue after 



them.



2.
And they pursued after Joshua and were drawn away from the city.



3.
And there was not a man left in Ai or Bethel, that did not go after Israel.



4.
And they left the city open (undefended) and pursued after Israel.


E.
And the Lord said unto Joshua, Stretch out the spear that is in your hand toward 


Ai; for I will give it into your hand. And Joshua stretched out the spear that he had 

in his hand toward the city.


F.
And the men in ambush arose quickly out of their places and ran as soon as he had 

stretched out his hand: And they entered into the city, took it, and quickly set the 


city on fire.


G.
And when the men of Ai looked behind them:



1.
They saw that the smoke of the city ascended up to heaven.



2.
They had no power to flee this way or that way.



3.
Then the people of Israel that fled to the wilderness turned back upon their 


pursuers.


(The smoke of the city signaled to the Israeli soldiers who were pretending to 


retreat and those waiting in ambush that it was time to attack.)


H.
And when Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush had taken the city and that 


the smoke of the city ascended, then they turned again and slew the men of Ai.


I.
And the others of Israel came pouring out of the city against them:



1.
The men of Ai were in the midst of Israel, some on this side, and some on 



that side.



2.
And Israel smote them, so that they let none of them remain or escape.


J.
And they took the king of Ai and brought him to Joshua.


K.
And it came to pass, when Israel had made an end of slaying all the inhabitants of 


Ai in the wilderness where they had chased them, and when they were all fallen 


on the edge of the sword until they were consumed, that all the Israelites 



returned unto Ai, and smote it with the edge of the sword.



1.
And so it was, that all that fell that day, both of men and women, were 



12,000
even all the men of Ai.



2.
For Joshua did not draw back his hand wherewith he stretched out the 



spear until he had utterly destroyed all the inhabitants of Ai.



3.
Only the cattle and the spoil of that city was taken  by Israel for a prey unto 


themselves, according unto the Word of the Lord which He commanded 



Joshua.  (At Jericho, they were commanded not to take the spoil.  This 



time they were told they could take it.  We cannot put God in a "box", so to 


speak and hold Him to a specific pattern of the past.  God moves in 



different ways at different times.  We must be able to hear His voice and 



obey Him in each unique situation.) 


4
And Joshua burned Ai, and made it an heap forever, even a desolation 



unto this day.

L.
And Joshua hanged the king of Ai on a tree until evening. 


1.
As soon as the sun was down, Joshua commanded that they should take 



his body down from the tree.



2.
They cast it at the entering of the gate of the city and raised upon it a great 



heap of stones, that remains unto this day.  




(Another stone memorial is raised, this time symbolizing victory over past 



defeats.)


IV.
Praise to God. (30-35)

A.
Then Joshua built an altar unto the Lord God of Israel in mount Ebal:



1.
As Moses the servant of the Lord commanded the children of Israel, as it is 


written in the book of the law of Moses, an altar of whole stones, over 



which no man had lifted up any iron.



2.
And they offered thereon burnt offerings unto the Lord and sacrificed 



peace offerings.



3.
And Joshua wrote upon these stones a copy of the law of Moses, which 



he wrote in the presence of the children of Israel.

(See Deuteronomy 27:1-26. The stones erected at Mt. Ebal emphasized the importance of 
the Word of God.  As believers, the Word of God is inscribed upon our hearts: Romans 
8:1-4 and 2 Corinthians 3.)

B.
All Israel and their elders, officers, and judges--as well as the stranger and he that 


was born among them--stood on this side of the ark and on that side before the 


priests the Levites, which bore the ark of the covenant of the Lord.



1.
Half of them stood over against mount Gerizim (representing the 




blessings).



2.
Half of them stood over against mount Ebal (representing the curses).


3.
This is how Moses, the servant of the Lord, had commanded before that 



they should bless the people of Israel after they entered the land.



(The positioning was half the people on one side and half on the other, 



with the ark of the Lord in the valley in between them.  Their positioning 



created a natural amphitheater so sound could carry.) 

C.
Afterward Joshua read all the words of the law, the blessings and curses, 



according to all that is written in the book of the law. There was not a word of all 


that Moses commanded which Joshua did not read before all the congregation of 


Israel, with the women, the little ones, and the strangers that were conversant 


among them.  (Here they reaffirmed their commitment to the Lord as Moses had 


instructed in Deuteronomy 27:1-26; 11:26-28; 27:11-13.)
Study questions on chapter 8:
1.
Summarize the Word of the Lord given to Joshua and recorded in verses 1-2.

2.
What city was Israel instructed to attack?  (2)

3.
How many men went to the battle this time?  (3)

4.
Using verses 4-8, summarize the battle plan.

5.
Where was the ambush set by Israel?  (9)

6.
Where did Joshua lodge that night?  (9)

7.
What did Joshua do first thing in the morning? (10)

8.
Using the outline and verses 11-22, answer the following questions about the battle at Ai: 



-Where did the people camp?


-How many men waited in ambush?



-Where was the ambush set?



-Where did Joshua go after the ambush was set?



-Summarize Joshua's experience with the Captain of the Army of the Lord.


-Who was the Captain of the Army of the Lord?



-What did Joshua and the warriors of Israel pretend?



-What was the response of the people of Ai to Israel's retreat?



-What happened when the men of Ai left the city to pursue Israel?



-What was the response of the men of Ai when they saw what had happened to 

 
  their city?
9.
What happened to the king of Ai? (23)

10.
Summarize the conclusion of the battle at Ai as recorded in verses 24-26.
11.
How many people died at Ai?  (25)

12.
What was not spared at Ai?  (26)

13.
What was spared at Ai?  (27)

14.
What was Israel permitted to take from Ai?  (27)

15.
What was Joshua's final act at Ai?  (28)

16.
How did the king of Ai die and what happened to his body?  (29)

17.
What did Joshua do after the battle of Ai?  (30)

18.
Using verses 31-32, describe the altar built by Joshua and what was written on it.

19.
What did Israel do in obedience to a command given previously by Moses?  (33-35)
20.
According to the outline what did Mt. Gerazim represent?

21.
According to the outline, what did Mt. Ebal represent?

22.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

The Southern Campaign: 9-10
Joshua 9

1 And it came to pass, when all the kings which were on this side Jordan, in the hills, and in the valleys, and in all the coasts of the great sea over against Lebanon, the Hittite, and the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite, heard thereof;

2 That they gathered themselves together, to fight with Joshua and with Israel, with one accord.

3 And when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done unto Jericho and to Ai,

4 They did work wilily, and went and made as if they had been ambassadors, and took old sacks upon their asses, and wine bottles, old, and rent, and bound up;

5 And old shoes and clouted upon their feet, and old garments upon them; and all the bread of their provision was dry and mouldy.

6 And they went to Joshua unto the camp at Gilgal, and said unto him, and to the men of Israel, We be come from a far country: now therefore make ye a league with us.

7 And the men of Israel said unto the Hivites, Peradventure ye dwell among us; and how shall we make a league with you?

8 And they said unto Joshua, We are thy servants. And Joshua said unto them, Who are ye? and from whence come ye?

9 And they said unto him, From a very far country thy servants are come because of the name of the Lord thy God: for we have heard the fame of him, and all that he did in Egypt,

10 And all that he did to the two kings of the Amorites, that were beyond Jordan, to Sihon king of Heshbon, and to Og king of Bashan, which was at Ashtaroth.

11 Wherefore our elders and all the inhabitants of our country spake to us, saying, Take victuals with you for the journey, and go to meet them, and say unto them, We are your servants: therefore now make ye a league with us.

12 This our bread we took hot for our provision out of our houses on the day we came forth to go unto you; but now, behold, it is dry, and it is mouldy:

13 And these bottles of wine, which we filled, were new; and, behold, they be rent: and these our garments and our shoes are become old by reason of the very long journey.

14 And the men took of their victuals, and asked not counsel at the mouth of the Lord.

15 And Joshua made peace with them, and made a league with them, to let them live: and the princes of the congregation sware unto them.

16 And it came to pass at the end of three days after they had made a league with them, that they heard that they were their neighbours, and that they dwelt among them.

17 And the children of Israel journeyed, and came unto their cities on the third day. Now their cities were Gibeon, and Chephirah, and Beeroth, and Kirjath-jearim.

18 And the children of Israel smote them not, because the princes of the congregation had sworn unto them by the Lord God of Israel. And all the congregation murmured against the princes.

19 But all the princes said unto all the congregation, We have sworn unto them by the Lord God of Israel: now therefore we may not touch them.

20 This we will do to them; we will even let them live, lest wrath be upon us, because of the oath which we sware unto them.

21 And the princes said unto them, Let them live; but let them be hewers of wood and drawers of water unto all the congregation; as the princes had promised them.

22 And Joshua called for them, and he spake unto them, saying, Wherefore have ye beguiled us, saying, We are very far from you; when ye dwell among us?

23 Now therefore ye are cursed, and there shall none of you be freed from being bondmen, and hewers of wood and drawers of water for the house of my God.

24 And they answered Joshua, and said, Because it was certainly told thy servants, how that the Lord thy God commanded his servant Moses to give you all the land, and to destroy all the inhabitants of the land from before you, therefore we were sore afraid of our lives because of you, and have done this thing.

25 And now, behold, we are in thine hand: as it seemeth good and right unto thee to do unto us, do.

26 And so did he unto them, and delivered them out of the hand of the children of Israel, that they slew them not.

27 And Joshua made them that day hewers of wood and drawers of water for the congregation, and for the altar of the Lord, even unto this day, in the place which he should choose.

Outline 9:
(Israel dealt a decisive blow in the central area of the Promised Land by conquering Jericho, In this chapter, as they prepare for the southern campaign, a problem arises with the Gibeonites.)   

I.
The response of neighboring kings.  (1-2)


And it came to pass, when all the kings which were on this side of Jordan--in the hills, in 
the valleys, and in all the coasts of the great sea  (the Mediterranean) over against 
Lebanon, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the 
Jebusite--heard what happened at Ai, that they gathered themselves together with one 
accord to fight with Joshua and Israel.

II.
The plot of the Gibeonites.  (3-16)


A.
And when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and 


to Ai, they worked wilily:


1.
They made as if they had been ambassadors, and took old sacks upon their 



asses, and wine bottles, old, torn, and mended.



2.
They put old shoes upon their feet, and old garments upon them.



3.
All the bread of their provision was dry and moldy.


B.
They went to Joshua unto the camp at Gilgal and said unto him and to the men of 


Israel:



1.
We have come from a far country.



2.
Now therefore, make a league (a treaty) with us.

C.
And the men of Israel said unto them: What if we find out that you dwell 



among us?  Then how shall we make a league with you? 


And they said unto Joshua, We are your servants. 

D.
And Joshua said unto them, Who are you? From where have you come?



And they said unto him:



1.
Your servants are come from a very far country because of the name of the 


Lord your God.



2.
For we have heard His fame:




a.
We heard all that He did in Egypt.




b.
We heard all that He did to the two kings of the Amorites, that 




were beyond Jordan, to Sihon king of Heshbon, and to Og king of 




Bashan, which was at 
Ashtaroth.



(This confirms that these heathen nations had heard about God, but made no 


commitment to Him.  Hearing and believing things about God is not enough. A 


personal experience with Him is necessary.)


3.
Wherefore our elders and all the inhabitants of our country spoke to us, 



saying: Take victuals with you for the journey, go to meet them, and say 



unto them, We are your servants. Therefore now, make a league with 



us.




a.
This, our bread, we took hot for our provision out of our houses on 




the day we started to go unto you; but now, behold, it is dry and  




moldy.



b.
And these bottles of wine, which we filled, were new; and, behold, 




they are torn.




c.
And these, our garments and our shoes, have become old by reason 



of the very long journey.



(In Joshua 2, Rahab lied to save the spies. The Gibeonites lied, but their motive 


was selfish self-preservation.)


E.
And the men of Israel took of their food, and did not ask counsel at the mouth of 


the Lord.  (Israel made an error of presumption here.  Nothing is so "obvious" 


that we do not need to consult God.  Deception is an effective tool of the enemy. 


Have you consulted God regarding your business relationships? Your 



friendships? Your ministry relationships?  Those to whom you give your tithes


and offerings?  Do not be ignorant of the devil's wiles:  2 Corinthians 2:11.)

F.
And Joshua made peace with them and made a league with them to let them live: 


And the princes of the congregation swore unto them.  (Unknowingly, Israel had 


made a treaty with the enemy which they were forbidden to do:  Exodus 23:32-33; 

Deuteronomy 20:16-18.  Moses had warned about this in Exodus 34:12. Be on 


guard for those who deceive in order to come under the mantle of your blessing.)

G.
And it came to pass at the end of three days after Israel had made a league with 


them, they heard that they were their neighbors and that they dwelt among them.
III.
Honoring a commitment.  (17-27)


A.
As the children of Israel journeyed and they came unto the cities of the Gibeonites 

on the third day. Now their cities were Gibeon, Chephirah, Beeroth, and Kirjath-


jearim.


B.
The children of Israel did not smite these cities because the princes of the 



congregation had sworn unto them by the Lord God of Israel. 

C.
All the congregation murmured against the princes about this decision, but the 


princes said unto the congregation:



1.
We have sworn unto them by the Lord God of Israel: Now therefore we 



may not touch them.



2.
This we will do to them: We will let them live, lest wrath be upon us, 



because of the oath which we swore unto them.  (See Ezekiel 17:12-19 and 


2 Samuel 21:1-6 to understand why Israel honored their oath.)


3.
And the princes said unto them: Let them live, but let them be hewers of 



wood and drawers of water unto all the congregation; as the princes had 



promised them.  (You may be forgiven for an alliance with the enemy, but 



you may have to live with the consequences, as did the children of Israel.)


D.
And Joshua called for the Gibeonites and spoke unto them, saying:



1.
Why have you beguiled us, saying, "We are very far from you" when 



you dwell among us?



2.
Now therefore you are cursed, and none of you shall ever be freed from 



being bondmen, hewers of wood, and drawers of water for the house of my 


God.


E.
And they answered Joshua and said:



1
Because it was certainly told your servants how that the Lord your God 



commanded his servant Moses to give you all the land and to destroy all 



the inhabitants of the land from before you, therefore we were sore afraid 



of our lives because of you, and have done this thing.



2.
And now, behold, we are in your hand: As it seems good and right unto 



you to do unto us, do.


F.
And so Joshua delivered them out of the hand of the children of Israel so that they 

did not slay them

G.
He made them hewers of wood and drawers of water for the congregation, and for 

the altar of the Lord, even unto this day, in the place which he should choose.
(Although the Gibeonites were not considered members of the covenant community, their city was assigned to the priestly family of Aaron and became the center for training in God's Word and worship: Joshua 21:17.  When Solomon became king, the tabernacle was at Gibeon: 2 Chronicles 1:3,5.  When the Jews returned from exile in Babylon, the list of those who could prove their heritage included the Gibeonites: Nehemiah 7:25.  In Nehemiah 3:7 we find them helping  rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, so it seems that eventually they were absorbed into Israel because, like Rahab, they transferred their allegiance to the Lord.)
Study questions on chapter 9:
1.
What was the response of the neighboring kings when they heard of the victories of the Israelites?  (1-2)

2.
Using verses 3-16, answer the following questions regarding the deception of the 
Gibeonites.



-What measures did the Gibeonites take to make it appear they had traveled a long 

way?  (3-5, 12-13)


-What question did the men of Israel ask the Gibeonites in verse 7?



-What answer was given by the Gibeonites in verse 8?



-What  questions were asked by Joshua in verse 8?


-What story did the Gibeonites tell Joshua to support their request for  a treaty? 


  (9-11)


-What statement in verse 14 reveals the reason why Israel was deceived by the 


  Gibeonites?



-What did Joshua do in verse 15?



-What happened three days after Israel made the league with the Gibeonites?

3.
What were the names of the cities of Gibeon?  (17)

4.
How did the Israelites honor their oath to the Gibeonites?  (18-21)

5.
Why did Israel honor their oath to the Gibeonites despite their deception?  (outline)
6.
What did Joshua tell the Gibeonites in verses 22-23?
7.
What was the response of the Gibeonites in verses 24-25?

8.
What statements in verses 26-27 summarize the relationship between the Israelites and 
the Gibeonites?

9.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Joshua 10

1 Now it came to pass, when Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem had heard how Joshua had taken Ai, and had utterly destroyed it; as he had done to Jericho and her king, so he had done to Ai and her king; and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel, and were among them;

2 That they feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great city, as one of the royal cities, and because it was greater than Ai, and all the men thereof were mighty.

3 Wherefore Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem sent unto Hoham king of Hebron, and unto Piram king of Jarmuth, and unto Japhia king of Lachish, and unto Debir king of Eglon, saying,

4 Come up unto me, and help me, that we may smite Gibeon: for it hath made peace with Joshua and with the children of Israel.

5 Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, the king of Eglon, gathered themselves together, and went up, they and all their hosts, and encamped before Gibeon, and made war against it.

6 And the men of Gibeon sent unto Joshua to the camp to Gilgal, saying, Slack not thy hand from thy servants; come up to us quickly, and save us, and help us: for all the kings of the Amorites that dwell in the mountains are gathered together against us.

7 So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he, and all the people of war with him, and all the mighty men of valour.

8 And the Lord said unto Joshua, Fear them not: for I have delivered them into thine hand; there shall not a man of them stand before thee.

9 Joshua therefore came unto them suddenly, and went up from Gilgal all night.

10 And the Lord discomfited them before Israel, and slew them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, and chased them along the way that goeth up to Beth-horon, and smote them to Azekah, and unto Makkedah.

11 And it came to pass, as they fled from before Israel, and were in the going down to Beth-horon, that the Lord cast down great stones from heaven upon them unto Azekah, and they died: they were more which died with hailstones than they whom the children of Israel slew with the sword.

12 Then spake Joshua to the Lord in the day when the Lord delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon.

13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day.

14 And there was no day like that before it or after it, that the Lord hearkened unto the voice of a man: for the Lord fought for Israel.

15 And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, unto the camp to Gilgal.

16 But these five kings fled, and hid themselves in a cave at Makkedah.

17 And it was told Joshua, saying, The five kings are found hid in a cave at Makkedah.

18 And Joshua said, Roll great stones upon the mouth of the cave, and set men by it for to keep them:

19 And stay ye not, but pursue after your enemies, and smite the hindmost of them; suffer them not to enter into their cities: for the Lord your God hath delivered them into your hand.

20 And it came to pass, when Joshua and the children of Israel had made an end of slaying them with a very great slaughter, till they were consumed, that the rest which remained of them entered into fenced cities.

21 And all the people returned to the camp to Joshua at Makkedah in peace: none moved his tongue against any of the children of Israel.

22 Then said Joshua, Open the mouth of the cave, and bring out those five kings unto me out of the cave.

23 And they did so, and brought forth those five kings unto him out of the cave, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon.

24 And it came to pass, when they brought out those kings unto Joshua, that Joshua called for all the men of Israel, and said unto the captains of the men of war which went with him, Come near, put your feet upon the necks of these kings. And they came near, and put their feet upon the necks of them.

25 And Joshua said unto them, Fear not, nor be dismayed, be strong and of good courage: for thus shall the Lord do to all your enemies against whom ye fight.

26 And afterward Joshua smote them, and slew them, and hanged them on five trees: and they were hanging upon the trees until the evening.

27 And it came to pass at the time of the going down of the sun, that Joshua commanded, and they took them down off the trees, and cast them into the cave wherein they had been hid, and laid great stones in the cave's mouth, which remain until this very day.

28 And that day Joshua took Makkedah, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and the king thereof he utterly destroyed, them, and all the souls that were therein; he let none remain: and he did to the king of Makkedah as he did unto the king of Jericho.

29 Then Joshua passed from Makkedah, and all Israel with him, unto Libnah, and fought against Libnah:

30 And the Lord delivered it also, and the king thereof, into the hand of Israel; and he smote it with the edge of the sword, and all the souls that were therein; he let none remain in it; but did unto the king thereof as he did unto the king of Jericho.

31 And Joshua passed from Libnah, and all Israel with him, unto Lachish, and encamped against it, and fought against it:

32 And the Lord delivered Lachish into the hand of Israel, which took it on the second day, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and all the souls that were therein, according to all that he had done to Libnah.

33 Then Horam king of Gezer came up to help Lachish; and Joshua smote him and his people, until he had left him none remaining.

34 And from Lachish Joshua passed unto Eglon, and all Israel with him; and they encamped against it, and fought against it:

35 And they took it on that day, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and all the souls that were therein he utterly destroyed that day, according to all that he had done to Lachish.

36 And Joshua went up from Eglon, and all Israel with him, unto Hebron; and they fought against it:

37 And they took it, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and the king thereof, and all the cities thereof, and all the souls that were therein; he left none remaining, according to all that he had done to Eglon; but destroyed it utterly, and all the souls that were therein.

38 And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to Debir; and fought against it:

39 And he took it, and the king thereof, and all the cities thereof; and they smote them with the edge of the sword, and utterly destroyed all the souls that were therein; he left none remaining: as he had done to Hebron, so he did to Debir, and to the king thereof; as he had done also to Libnah, and to her king.

40 So Joshua smote all the country of the hills, and of the south, and of the vale, and of the springs, and all their kings: he left none remaining, but utterly destroyed all that breathed, as the Lord God of Israel commanded.

41 And Joshua smote them from Kadesh-barnea even unto Gaza, and all the country of Goshen, even unto Gibeon.

42 And all these kings and their land did Joshua take at one time, because the Lord God of Israel fought for Israel.

43 And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, unto the camp to Gilgal.

Outline 10:
(This chapter concerns a conflict with a coalition of Amorites.)

I.
Now it came to pass, when Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem had heard: (1-2)


A.
How Joshua had taken Ai and had utterly destroyed it--as he had done to Jericho 


and her king, so he had done to Ai and her king...

B.
How the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel and were among 


them...

C.
That they feared greatly because:



1.
Gibeon was a great city,  one of the royal cities.



2.
It was greater than Ai and all the men thereof were mighty.

II.
An alliance of kings.  (3-5)


A.
Wherefore Adoni-zedek, king of Jerusalem, sent a message to:



1.
Hoham, king of Hebron.



2.
Piram, king of Jarmuth.



3.
Japhia, king of Lachish.



4.
Debir, king of Eglon.

B.
The message said:  Come up to me and help me, that we may smite Gibeon: For 


they have made peace with Joshua and with the children of Israel.


C.
Therefore the five kings of the Amorites--the king of Jerusalem, the king of 


Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon--gathered 


themselves together:  They went up, they and all their hosts, and encamped before 


Gibeon, and made war against it.
III.
The battle of Gibeon.  (6-15)


A.
And the men of Gibeon sent a message unto Joshua at the camp to Gilgal, saying:



1.
Do not slack your hand from your servants. (Do not forsake us.)


2.
Come up to us quickly, save us, and help us.



3.
For all the kings of the Amorites that dwell in the mountains are gathered 



together against us.


(Allies were required to help each other, and the Gibeonites had made a treaty 


with Israel and were considered allies.) 


B.
So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he, all the people of war with him, and all the 


mighty men of valor.


C.
And the Lord said unto Joshua: Fear them not, for I have delivered them into your 


hand; there shall not a man of them stand before you.


D.
Joshua, therefore, came unto them suddenly, and went up from Gilgal all night.


E.
And the Lord discomfited them before Israel:



1.
He slew them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, chased them along the 



way that goes up to Beth-horon, and smote them to Azekah and  




Makkedah.



2.
And it came to pass, as they fled before Israel and were going down the 



pass descending to Beth-horon, that the Lord cast down great hailstones 



from heaven upon them unto Azekah, and they died:  More died with 



hailstones than they whom the children of Israel slew with the sword.


F.
In the day that the Lord delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, 


Joshua spoke in the sight of Israel saying: Sun, stand still upon Gibeon and moon, 


stand still in the valley of Ajalon.



1.
And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged 



themselves upon their enemies. (Many people question how this could  



happen scientifically. "How" should not be our focus.  The 
important 



point is that God supernaturally intervened because of the request made 



by a man. Although this specific miracle has never been repeated to 



date, there are many valid testimonies of God's supernatural intervention 



in the lives of His people when they have called upon Him.)   


2.
Is this not written in the book of Jasher?   (The book of Jasher was 




apparently a historical record which is not part of the Bible.  It is also 



mentioned in 2 Samuel 1:18.)


3.
So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven and did not go down 




about a whole day.  (The enemy worshipped the sun and moon, so it was 



demoralizing when they realized their gods were subject to Israel.)


4.
There was no day like that before it or after it, that the Lord hearkened 



unto the voice of a man: For the Lord fought for Israel.


G.
And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, unto the camp to Gilgal.

IV.
Capturing the kings and completing the battle.  (16-21)


A.
But these five kings fled, and hid themselves in a cave at Makkedah.


B.
And Joshua was told: The five kings are hidden in a cave at Makkedah.


C.
And Joshua said:



1.
Roll great stones upon the mouth of the cave, and set men by it to keep 



them.


2.
And don't stop, but pursue after your enemies, and smite the hindmost  



(rear, the last) of them; do not let them enter into their cities.



3.
For the Lord your God has delivered them into your hand.


D.
And it came to pass, when Joshua and the children of Israel had made an end of 


slaying them with a very great slaughter until they were consumed, that the rest 


of them which remained entered into fenced cities.


E.
And all the people returned to Joshua and the camp at Makkedah in peace: No one 

moved his tongue against any of the children of Israel.

V.
Executing the kings.  (22-27)


A.
Then Joshua said, Open the mouth of the cave and bring out those five kings unto 


me.


B.
And they did so, and brought forth those five kings unto him out of the cave:  The 


king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, 


and the king of Eglon.


C.
And it came to pass, when they brought out those kings unto Joshua, that Joshua 


called for all the men of Israel, and said unto the captains of the men of war which 

went with him: 


1.
Come near and put your feet upon the necks of these kings. 


2
And they came near, and put their feet upon their necks.



3.
And Joshua said unto them, Fear not, nor be dismayed, be strong and of 



good courage: For this is how the Lord will do to all your enemies against 



whom you fight.


(Placing your foot on the neck of an enemy was an ancient sign of complete 


subjection. This is symbolic of where our enemy should be:  Under our feet!  See 


Ephesians 1:19-23.)

D.
And afterward Joshua smote them, slew them, and hanged them on five trees: 


1.
They were hanging upon the trees until the evening.



2.
It came to pass at the time of the going down of the sun, that Joshua 



commanded and they took them down off the trees.



3.
They cast them into the cave where they had been hidden.



4.
Then they laid great stones in the cave's mouth which remain until this 



very day.
VI.
The battle at Makkedah.  (28)


A.
And that day Joshua took Makkedah.


B.
He smote it with the edge of the sword.


C.
He utterly destroyed the king and all the souls that were therein. He let none 


remain.


D.
He did to the king of Makkedah as he did unto the king of Jericho.

VII.
The battle at Libnah.  (29-30)


A.
Then Joshua, and all Israel with him, passed from Makkedah unto Libnah, and 


fought against Libnah.


B.
The Lord delivered Libnah and the king thereof also into the hand of Israel.


C.
Joshua smote it with the edge of the sword, and all the souls that were therein.



He let none remain in it.


D.
He did unto the king thereof as he did unto the king of Jericho.
VIII.
The battle at Lachish.  (31-33)


A.
And Joshua and all Israel with him passed from Libnah unto Lachish and 



encamped against and fought against it.

B.
And the Lord delivered Lachish into the hand of Israel, they took it on the 



second day, smote it with the edge of the sword, and all the souls that were 


therein, according to all that he had done to Libnah.



 (The phrase "took it on the second day" indicates that the other battles were most 

likely won on the first day while this one took longer. Likewise, some spiritual 


battles are won immediately, while others require perseverance.) 

C.
Then Horam, king of Gezer, came up to help Lachish and Joshua smote him and 


his people, until he had left none remaining.
IX.
The battle at Eglon.  (34-35)

A.
From Lachish, Joshua and all Israel with him passed unto Eglon.


B.
And they encamped against it and fought against it.

C.
And they took it on that day and smote it with the edge of the sword, and all the 


souls that were therein he utterly destroyed that day according to all that he had 


done to Lachish.
X.
The battle at Hebron.  (36-37)

A.
And Joshua, and all Israel with him, went up from Eglon unto Hebron and they 


fought against it.

B.
And they took it, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and the king thereof, 


and all the cities thereof, and all the souls that were therein.


C.
He left none remaining, according to all that he had done to Eglon; he destroyed 


it utterly, and all the souls that were therein.

XI.
The battle at Debir.  (38-39)


A.
And Joshua and all Israel with him returned to Debir and fought against it.

B.
And he took it, and the king thereof, and all the cities thereof; and they smote 


them with the edge of the sword, and utterly destroyed all the souls that were 


therein; he left none remaining.


C.
As he had done to Hebron, so he did to Debir, and to the king thereof; as he had 


done also to Libnah and to her king.
XII.
A summary of the battles.  (40-43)

A.
So Joshua smote all the country of the hills, of the south, of the vale, and of the 


springs, and all their kings: He left none remaining, but utterly destroyed all that 


breathed, as the Lord God of Israel commanded.


B.
And Joshua smote them from Kadesh-barnea even unto Gaza, and all the country 


of Goshen, even unto Gibeon.


C.
And all these kings and their land Joshua took at one time, because the Lord God 


of Israel fought for Israel.


D.
And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, unto the camp to Gilgal.

Study questions on chapter 10:
1.
Who heard about the battles won by Israel at Ai and Jericho?  (1)

2.
What had this leader heard about the relationship between Gibeon and Israel?  (1)

3.
Why did this leader fear the alliance between Israel and Gibeon? (2)

4.
To which four kings did this leader send a message? (3) 

5.
What kingdoms did these four kings rule?  (3)

6.
What was the content of the message sent to the neighboring kings?  (3-4)

7.
Which five kings assembled with their armies before Gibeon and for what purpose?  (5)

8.
What did the men of Gibeon ask of Joshua?  (6)

9.
How did Joshua respond to the request of the Gibeonites?  (7)

10.
What did the Lord promise Joshua in verse 8?

11.
Using verses 7-11, describe the battle at Gibeon.

12.
Using verses 10-14, summarize God's actions in this battle.

13.
What did Joshua command be done so that the battle could be concluded that day and 
what were the results?  (12-15)

14.
According to the latter part of verse 14, what statement reveals the reason for Israel's 
success in battle?

15.
Where did Joshua return after the battle?  (15)

16.
Where did the five kings go?  (16)

17.
What message did Joshua receive in verse 17?
18.
What did Joshua command be done in verse 18 and why, according to verse 19?

19.
What happened after the battle concluded?  (20-21)

20.
What happened to the five kings?  (22-27)

21.
What battle is described in verse 28?

22.
What battle is described in verses 29-30?

23.
What battle is described in verses 31-33?

24.
What battle is described in verses 34-35?

25.
What battle is described in verses 36-37?

26.
What battle is described in verses 38-39?

27.
Who was victorious in all of these battles? (22-39)

28.
What do you learn about Joshua's actions from the battle summary in verses 40-42?

29.
What was the reason Joshua was able to conquer all of these kings and their lands? (42)

30.
Where did Joshua and Israel return after these battles?  (43)

31.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

The Northern Campaign: 11-12

Joshua 11

1 And it came to pass, when Jabin king of Hazor had heard those things, that he sent to Jobab king of Madon, and to the king of Shimron, and to the king of Achshaph,

2 And to the kings that were on the north of the mountains, and of the plains south of Chinneroth, and in the valley, and in the borders of Dor on the west,

3 And to the Canaanite on the east and on the west, and to the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the Jebusite in the mountains, and to the Hivite under Hermon in the land of Mizpeh.

4 And they went out, they and all their hosts with them, much people, even as the sand that is upon the sea shore in multitude, with horses and chariots very many.

5 And when all these kings were met together, they came and pitched together at the waters of Merom, to fight against Israel.

6 And the Lord said unto Joshua, Be not afraid because of them: for to morrow about this time will I deliver them up all slain before Israel: thou shalt hough their horses, and burn their chariots with fire.

7 So Joshua came, and all the people of war with him, against them by the waters of Merom suddenly; and they fell upon them.

8 And the Lord delivered them into the hand of Israel, who smote them, and chased them unto great Zidon, and unto Misrephoth-maim, and unto the valley of Mizpeh eastward; and they smote them, until they left them none remaining.

9 And Joshua did unto them as the Lord bade him: he houghed their horses, and burnt their chariots with fire.

10 And Joshua at that time turned back, and took Hazor, and smote the king thereof with the sword: for Hazor beforetime was the head of all those kingdoms.

11 And they smote all the souls that were therein with the edge of the sword, utterly destroying them: there was not any left to breathe: and he burnt Hazor with fire.

12 And all the cities of those kings, and all the kings of them, did Joshua take, and smote them with the edge of the sword, and he utterly destroyed them, as Moses the servant of the Lord commanded.

13 But as for the cities that stood still in their strength, Israel burned none of them, save Hazor only; that did Joshua burn.

14 And all the spoil of these cities, and the cattle, the children of Israel took for a prey unto themselves; but every man they smote with the edge of the sword, until they had destroyed them, neither left they any to breathe.

15 As the Lord commanded Moses his servant, so did Moses command Joshua, and so did Joshua; he left nothing undone of all that the Lord commanded Moses.

16 So Joshua took all that land, the hills, and all the south country, and all the land of Goshen, and the valley, and the plain, and the mountain of Israel, and the valley of the same;

17 Even from the mount Halak, that goeth up to Seir, even unto Baal-gad in the valley of Lebanon under mount Hermon: and all their kings he took, and smote them, and slew them.

18 Joshua made war a long time with all those kings.

19 There was not a city that made peace with the children of Israel, save the Hivites the inhabitants of Gibeon: all other they took in battle.

20 For it was of the Lord to harden their hearts, that they should come against Israel in battle, that he might destroy them utterly, and that they might have no favour, but that he might destroy them, as the Lord commanded Moses.

21 And at that time came Joshua, and cut off the Anakims from the mountains, from Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, and from all the mountains of Judah, and from all the mountains of Israel: Joshua destroyed them utterly with their cities.

22 There was none of the Anakims left in the land of the children of Israel: only in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod, there remained.

23 So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the Lord said unto Moses; and Joshua gave it for an inheritance unto Israel according to their divisions by their tribes. And the land rested from war.

Outline 11:
(This chapter commences the record of the northern campaign to conquer the Promised Land.)

I.
An alliance of northern kings. (1-5)


A.
And it came to pass, when Jabin, king of Hazor, heard those things, that he sent a 


message:

 

1.
To Jobab king of Madon.



2.
To the king of Shimron.



3.
To the king of Achshaph.



4.
To the kings that were on the north of the mountains, and of the plains 



south of Chinneroth, and in the valley, and in the borders of Dor on the 



west.



5.
To the Canaanites on the east and on the west.



6.
To the Amorite, the Hittite,  the Perizzite, and the Jebusite in the 




mountains.



7.
To the Hivite under Hermon in the land of Mizpeh.


B.
And they went out, they and all their hosts with them--much people, even as the 


sand that is upon the sea shore in multitude, with many horses and chariots.


C.
And when all these kings had met together, they came and pitched together at the 


waters of Merom, to fight against Israel.

II.
The Word of the Lord to Joshua.  (6)


And the Lord said unto Joshua:


A.
Do not be afraid of them.


B.
Tomorrow about this time will I deliver them all slain before Israel.


C.
You shall hough their horses and burn their chariots with fire.  (They were to cut 


the hamstrings of the horses so that they could no longer be used for warfare.



God did not want Israel to trust in chariots or horses: Psalm 33:16-17.)
III.
The battle with the northern alliance at Merom. (7-9)

A.
So Joshua and all the people of war with him came up suddenly against them by 


the waters of Merom and they fell upon them.


B.
And the Lord delivered them into the hand of Israel, who smote them, and chased 


them unto great Zidon unto Misrephoth-maim, and unto the valley of Mizpeh 


eastward; and they smote them, until they left none remaining.


C.
And Joshua did unto them as the Lord told him: He houghed their horses, and 


burnt their chariots with fire.
IV.
The battle at Hazor.  (10-11)

A.
And Joshua turned back at that time and took Hazor, and smote the king thereof 


with the sword:  For Hazor had been the head of all those kingdoms.


B.
And they smote all the souls that were therein with the edge of the sword, utterly 


destroying them:  


1.
There was not any left to breathe.



2.
And he burnt Hazor with fire.
V.
A summary of conquered territory.  (12-22)


A.
And Joshua smote all the cities of those kings and all their kings with the edge 


of the sword and utterly destroyed them as Moses the servant of the Lord 



commanded.


B.
But as for the cities that stood still in their strength, Israel burned none of them, 


save Hazor only.  (Cities "in their strength" is a  reference to cities built on the 


mounds of the foundations of previous settlements.)

C.
And all the spoil of these cities and the cattle, the children of Israel took for a 


prey unto themselves; but they smote every man with the edge of the sword, until 


they had destroyed them;  neither did they leave any to breathe.


D.
As the Lord commanded Moses his servant, so Moses commanded Joshua, and 


so did Joshua; he left nothing undone of all that the Lord commanded Moses.


E.
So Joshua took all that land, the hills, the south country,  the land of Goshen, the 


valley, the plain, the mountain of Israel, and the valley of the same:  Even from 


the mount Halak, that goes up to Seir, even unto Baal-gad in the valley of 



Lebanon under mount Hermon: And he took all their kings and smote them and 


slew them.


F.
Joshua made war a long time with these kings.


G.
There was not a city that made peace with the children of Israel, save the Hivites 


the inhabitants of Gibeon: All others they took in battle.


H.
For it was of the Lord to harden their hearts.  He did this:



1.
So that they would come against Israel in battle so that Joshua might 



destroy them utterly, and that they might have no favor.



2.
So that Joshua might destroy them as the Lord commanded Moses.


(For further study of a hardened heard, see Exodus chapters 7-8 where it records 


how Pharaoh hardens his heart against God's people.  Then in Exodus 



chapter 9 it says that God hardens Pharaoh's heart.  When God hardens a heart, 


it is because a 
person has continued to rebel against Him and His Word.  The 


person first hardens his own heart, then God hardens it to accomplish His 



purposes.  In the book of Joshua, God hardens the hearts of an already hardened 


people to come against Israel so that Joshua could execute judgment upon 


them as he had been commanded.  A hard heart is a serious matter and the 


Apostle Paul warns against it in  Hebrews 3:13.)

I.
At that time Joshua came and cut off the Anakims from the mountains, from 


Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, from all the mountains of Judah, and from all the 

mountains of Israel: 


1.
Joshua destroyed them utterly with their cities. 


2.
There was none of the Anakims left in the land of the children of Israel.



3.
Only a few Anakims remained in Gaza, Gath, and Ashdod.


(See Supplemental Study Six entitled "A Tale Of Three Cities" to see what 



happened in these three cities where a few giants were permitted to remain.)

VI.
Rest from war.  (23)

A.
So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the Lord said unto Moses.


B.
And Joshua gave it for an inheritance unto Israel according to their divisions by 


their tribes. 

C.
And the land rested from war.
Study questions on chapter 11:
1.
According to verse 1, who formed an alliance of kings to fight against Israel?  

2.
What kings were included in this alliance?  (1-3)

3.
What analogy is used in verse 4 to describe this great army?

4.
Where did the army formed by the alliance assemble and for what purpose?  (5)

5.
What was the word of the Lord to Joshua in verse 6?

6.
Describe the battle at Merom.  (7-9)

7.
Using the outline and verse 6, explain why Joshua was told to disable the horses.

8.
Describe the battle at Hazor.  (10-11)

9.
What did Joshua do to the defeated kings?  In obedience to whose command did he do 
this?  
(12)

10.
What city was burned?  (13)

11.
What happened to the spoil of these cities?  (14)

12.
What happened to the inhabitants of these cities?  (14)

13.
What statement is made regarding Joshua in verse 15?

14.
What land was taken by Joshua in this encounter?  (16-17)

15.
What do you learn about the war with these kings in verse 18?

16.
How many nations made peace with the children of Israel?  (19)

17.
According to verse 20 and the outline, why did these nations decide to battle Israel 
instead of seeking alliances as the Gibeonites did?

18.
Who hardened the hearts of these people and why?  (20)

19.
Using the outline, explain why God hardens hearts. 

20.
What conquest is described in verses 21-22?

21.
What concluding statement is made in verse 23 regarding the battles and the land?

22.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Joshua 12

1 Now these are the kings of the land, which the children of Israel smote, and possessed their land on the other side Jordan toward the rising of the sun, from the river Arnon unto mount Hermon, and all the plain on the east:

2 Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt in Heshbon, and ruled from Aroer, which is upon the bank of the river Arnon, and from the middle of the river, and from half Gilead, even unto the river Jabbok, which is the border of the children of Ammon;

3 And from the plain to the sea of Chinneroth on the east, and unto the sea of the plain, even the salt sea on the east, the way to Beth-jeshimoth; and from the south, under Ashdoth-pisgah:

4 And the coast of Og king of Bashan, which was of the remnant of the giants, that dwelt at Ashtaroth and at Edrei,

5 And reigned in mount Hermon, and in Salcah, and in all Bashan, unto the border of the Geshurites and the Maachathites, and half Gilead, the border of Sihon king of Heshbon.

6 Them did Moses the servant of the Lord and the children of Israel smite: and Moses the servant of the Lord gave it for a possession unto the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh.

7 And these are the kings of the country which Joshua and the children of Israel smote on this side Jordan on the west, from Baal-gad in the valley of Lebanon even unto the mount Halak, that goeth up to Seir; which Joshua gave unto the tribes of Israel for a possession according to their divisions;

8 In the mountains, and in the valleys, and in the plains, and in the springs, and in the wilderness, and in the south country; the Hittites, the Amorites, and the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites:

9 The king of Jericho, one; the king of Ai, which is beside Bethel, one;

10 The king of Jerusalem, one; the king of Hebron, one;

11 The king of Jarmuth, one; the king of Lachish, one;

12 The king of Eglon, one; the king of Gezer, one;

13 The king of Debir, one; the king of Geder, one;

14 The king of Hormah, one; the king of Arad, one;

15 The king of Libnah, one; the king of Adullam, one;

16 The king of Makkedah, one; the king of Bethel, one;

17 The king of Tappuah, one; the king of Hepher, one;

18 The king of Aphek, one; the king of Lasharon, one;

19 The king of Madon, one; the king of Hazor, one;

20 The king of Shimron-meron, one; the king of Achshaph, one;

21 The king of Taanach, one; the king of Megiddo, one;

22 The king of Kedesh, one; the king of Jokneam of Carmel, one;

23 The king of Dor in the coast of Dor, one; the king of the nations of Gilgal, one;

24 The king of Tirzah, one: all the kings thirty and one.

Outline 12:

(This chapter lists the kings which Israel conquered as they took possession of their Promised Land.)

I.
Kings east of Jordan. (1-6)

Now these are the kings of the land, which the children of Israel smote, and possessed 
their land on the other side Jordan toward the rising of the sun, from the river Arnon unto 
mount Hermon, and all the plain on the east. 

A.
Sihon king of the Amorites:



1.
He dwelt in Heshbon.



2.
He ruled from Aroer, which is upon the bank of the 
river Arnon, and from 


the middle of the river, and from half-Gilead, even unto the river Jabbok, 



which is the border of the children of Ammon; and from the plain to the 



sea of Chinneroth on the east, unto the sea of the plain--even the salt 



sea on the east--the way to Beth-jeshimoth; and from the south, under 



Ashdoth-pisgah.

B.
Og king of Bashan, which was of the remnant of the giants.



1.
He dwelt at Ashtaroth and at Edrei.


2.
He reigned in mount Hermon in Salcah and in all Bashan, unto the 




border of the Geshurites, the Maachathites, and half Gilead, the border 



of Sihon king of Heshbon.


C.
Them did Moses, the servant of the Lord, and the children of Israel smite. 


And Moses, the servant of the Lord, gave this land for a possession unto the 


Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh.
II.
Kings west of Jordan:


And these are the kings of the country which Joshua and the children of Israel smote on 
the west side of Jordan, from Baal-gad in the valley of Lebanon even unto Mount Halak, 
that goes up to Seir.  (7-24)


A.
This is the area which Joshua gave unto the tribes of Israel for a possession 


according to their divisions in the mountains, in the valleys, in the plains, in the 


springs, in the wilderness, and in the south country.


B.
It was the territory of the Hittites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, 


the Hivites, and the Jebusites.  

C.
Here is the list of the kings that were conquered.



1.
The central kings:  




a.
The king of Jericho.




b.
The king of Ai which is beside Bethel.


2.
The southern kings:




a.
The king of Jerusalem.




b.
The king of Hebron.



c.
The king of Jarmuth.




d.
The king of Lachish.



e.
The king of Eglon.




f.
The king of Gezer.



g.
The king of Debir.




h.
The king of Geder.



i.
The king of Hormah.




j.
The king of Arad.



k.
The king of Libnah.




l.
The king of Adullam.



m.
The king of Makkedah.




n.
The king of Bethel.



o.
The king of Tappuah.




p.
The king of Hepher.


3.
The northern kings.



a.
The king of Aphek.




b.
The king of Lasharon.



c.
The king of Madon.




d.
The king of Hazor.



e.
The king of Shimron-meron.




f.
The king of Achshaph.



g.
The king of Taanach.




h.
The king of Megiddo.



i.
The king of Kedesh.




j.
The king of Jokneam of Carmel.



k.
The king of Dor in the coast of Dor.




l.
The king of the nations of Gilgal.



m.
The king of Tirzah.

III.
The total:  31 kings.  (24)
Study questions on chapter 12:
1.
What kings are mentioned by name in verses 1-5?

2.
What were the names of the kingdoms over which these kings ruled?  (2 and 4)

3.
What did Israel do to these kings?  (1 and 6)

4.
Who took possession of the land formerly held by these two kings?  (6)

5.
What is listed in verses 7-23?

6.
What was the total number of kings defeated by Israel?  (24)

7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

OCCUPYING THE LAND

 Chapters 13-22
Joshua 13

1 Now Joshua was old and stricken in years; and the Lord said unto him, Thou art old and stricken in years, and there remaineth yet very much land to be possessed.

2 This is the land that yet remaineth: all the borders of the Philistines, and all Geshuri,

3 From Sihor, which is before Egypt, even unto the borders of Ekron northward, which is counted to the Canaanite: five lords of the Philistines; the Gazathites, and the Ashdothites, the Eshkalonites, the Gittites, and the Ekronites; also the Avites:

4 From the south, all the land of the Canaanites, and Mearah that is beside the Sidonians, unto Aphek, to the borders of the Amorites:

5 And the land of the Giblites, and all Lebanon, toward the sunrising, from Baal-gad under mount Hermon unto the entering into Hamath.

6 All the inhabitants of the hill country from Lebanon unto Misrephoth-maim, and all the Sidonians, them will I drive out from before the children of Israel: only divide thou it by lot unto the Israelites for an inheritance, as I have commanded thee.

7 Now therefore divide this land for an inheritance unto the nine tribes, and the half tribe of Manasseh,

8 With whom the Reubenites and the Gadites have received their inheritance, which Moses gave them, beyond Jordan eastward, even as Moses the servant of the Lord gave them;

9 From Aroer, that is upon the bank of the river Arnon, and the city that is in the midst of the river, and all the plain of Medeba unto Dibon;

10 And all the cities of Sihon king of the Amorites, which reigned in Heshbon, unto the border of the children of Ammon;

11 And Gilead, and the border of the Geshurites and Maachathites, and all mount Hermon, and all Bashan unto Salcah;

12 All the kingdom of Og in Bashan, which reigned in Ashtaroth and in Edrei, who remained of the remnant of the giants: for these did Moses smite, and cast them out.

13 Nevertheless the children of Israel expelled not the Geshurites, nor the Maachathites: but the Geshurites and the Maachathites dwell among the Israelites until this day.

14 Only unto the tribe of Levi he gave none inheritance; the sacrifices of the Lord God of Israel made by fire are their inheritance, as he said unto them.

15 And Moses gave unto the tribe of the children of Reuben inheritance according to their families.

16 And their coast was from Aroer, that is on the bank of the river Arnon, and the city that is in the midst of the river, and all the plain by Medeba;

17 Heshbon, and all her cities that are in the plain; Dibon, and Bamoth-baal, and Beth-baal-meon,

18 And Jahazah, and Kedemoth, and Mephaath,

19 And Kirjathaim, and Sibmah, and Zareth-shahar in the mount of the valley,

20 And Beth-peor, and Ashdoth-pisgah, and Beth-jeshimoth,

21 And all the cities of the plain, and all the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites, which reigned in Heshbon, whom Moses smote with the princes of Midian, Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba, which were dukes of Sihon, dwelling in the country.

22 Balaam also the son of Beor, the soothsayer, did the children of Israel slay with the sword among them that were slain by them.

23 And the border of the children of Reuben was Jordan, and the border thereof. This was the inheritance of the children of Reuben after their families, the cities and the villages thereof.

24 And Moses gave inheritance unto the tribe of Gad, even unto the children of Gad according to their families.

25 And their coast was Jazer, and all the cities of Gilead, and half the land of the children of Ammon, unto Aroer that is before Rabbah;

26 And from Heshbon unto Ramath-mizpeh, and Betonim; and from Mahanaim unto the border of Debir;

27 And in the valley, Beth-aram, and Beth-nimrah, and Succoth, and Zaphon, the rest of the kingdom of Sihon king of Heshbon, Jordan and his border, even unto the edge of the sea of Chinnereth on the other side Jordan eastward.

28 This is the inheritance of the children of Gad after their families, the cities, and their villages.

29 And Moses gave inheritance unto the half tribe of Manasseh: and this was the possession of the half tribe of the children of Manasseh by their families.

30 And their coast was from Mahanaim, all Bashan, all the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, and all the towns of Jair, which are in Bashan, threescore cities:

31 And half Gilead, and Ashtaroth, and Edrei, cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan, were pertaining unto the children of Machir the son of Manasseh, even to the one half of the children of Machir by their families.

32 These are the countries which Moses did distribute for inheritance in the plains of Moab, on the other side Jordan, by Jericho, eastward.

33 But unto the tribe of Levi Moses gave not any inheritance: the Lord God of Israel was their inheritance, as he said unto them.

Outline 13:

(This chapter commences the record of the allocation of the Promised Land. It starts with a command from God to take possession of the remaining land and the record of the previous allocations to the eastern tribes.  All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, so even in the long list of land allocations there are lessons to be learned.  Among these are avoiding becoming a borderline believer like the tribes that settled east of Jericho; recognizing that, like Caleb, you are never too old for new conquests of faith; understanding that, like the daughters of Zelophehad, you must ask in order to receive; realizing that you can have victory over the enemy; and that God is always faithful to His covenant promises.  Watch for these and other spiritual truths incorporated into the lengthy record of land allotments.)

I.
Land remaining to be possessed.  (1-7)


A.
Now Joshua was old and stricken in years and the Lord said unto him:



You are old and stricken in years, and there remains yet very much land to be 


possessed.  (Note the contrast of Joshua's physical conditions with that of Moses 


who was 120 years old,  strong and with good vision when he died: 



Deuteronomy 34:7. Moses needed supernatural strength right up until his death 


as he was leading Israel through the wilderness.  Joshua's major battles were 


over at the time of this writing.  All that remained was the division of the land and 

for the tribes to eliminate pockets of resistance in their respective territories.  


How one ages is affected not only by how they live, but also by their divine 


purpose in God's plan.)


B
This is the land that remained: 


1.
All the borders of the Philistines and all Geshuri, from Sihor, which is 



before Egypt, even unto the borders of Ekron northward, which is counted 



to the Canaanite.



2.
Five lords of the Philistines; the Gazathites,  the Ashdothites, the 




Eshkalonites, the Gittites, the Ekronites, and the Avites.


3.
From the south, all the land of the Canaanites, Mearah that is beside the 



Sidonians, unto Aphek, to the borders of the Amorites.


4.
The land of the Giblites and all Lebanon, toward the sunrising, from 



Baal-gad under mount Hermon unto the entering into Hamath.



5.
The inhabitants of the hill country, from Lebanon unto Misrephoth-




maim, and all the Sidonians, 

C.
I will drive out all of them from before the children of Israel: Only divide it by lot 


unto the Israelites for an inheritance, as I have commanded you.  (According to 


Proverbs 16:33, the lot was determined by the Lord. This was an acceptable way 


to seek God's guidance in Old Testament times.  It assured there was no 



arguments or partiality in the division of the Promised Land.  We now have the 


Holy Spirit as our guide.  As He did for Israel, God drives out the enemy before 


us, not for us. We, like Israel, must then claim our inheritance.)  




D.
Now, therefore, divide this land for an inheritance to the nine tribes.  (Only nine 


tribes remained to take possession of their inheritance. Reuben, Gad, and the 


half-tribe of Manasseh had already claimed land east of Jordan.)  

(The record of allocations to the eastern tribes begins here and continues through the end of this chapter.  For a map of the division of the land, see Supplemental Study Seven.)
II.
Inheritance of the eastern tribes.  (7-14)


A.
The half-tribe of Manasseh, with whom the Reubenites and the Gadites have 


received their inheritance, beyond Jordan eastward, even as Moses the servant of 


the Lord gave them (Numbers 32:1-42).


1.
From Aroer, that is upon the bank of the river Arnon, and the city that is in 


the midst of the river, and all the plain of Medeba unto Dibon.


2.
All the cities of Sihon king of the Amorites, which reigned in Heshbon, 



unto the border of the children of Ammon.


3.
The border of the Geshurites and Maachathites, all mount Hermon, 



and all 
Bashan unto Salcah.



4.
All the kingdom of Og in Bashan, which reigned in Ashtaroth and in 



Edrei, who remained of the remnant of the giants: For these did Moses 



smite and cast out.

B
The enemy remaining in the land. 



1.
Nevertheless the children of Israel did not expel the Geshurites nor the 



Maachathites.



2.
The Geshurites and the Maachathites dwell among the Israelites until this 



day.

C.
The inheritance of Levi. 



1.
Unto the tribe of Levi He gave no inheritance.



2.
The sacrifices of the Lord God of Israel made by fire are their inheritance, 



as He said unto them.
III.
The inheritance of Reuben.  (15-23)


A.
And Moses gave unto the tribe of the children of Reuben an inheritance according 

to their families.


B.
And their coast was from Aroer, that is on the bank of the river Arnon, and the 


city that is in the midst of the river, and all the plain by Medeba; Heshbon, and all 


her cities that are in the plain; Dibon, Bamoth-baal, Beth-baal-meon, Jahazah, 


Kedemoth, Mephaath,  Kirjathaim, Sibmah,  Zareth-shahar in the mount of the 


valley; Beth-peor, Ashdoth-pisgah, Beth-jeshimoth, and all the cities of the plain.


C.
All the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites, which reigned in Heshbon, whom 

Moses smote with the princes of Midian; Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba, which 


were dukes of Sihon, dwelling in the country. 

D.
Balaam, the son of Beor the soothsayer, was slain by the sword by the children of 


Israel (Numbers 31:8).


E.
And the border of the children of Reuben was Jordan and the borders thereof: 


This was the inheritance of the children of Reuben after their families, the cities 


and the villages thereof.

IV.
The inheritance of Gad.  (24-28)


A.
And Moses gave inheritance unto the tribe of Gad, even unto the children of Gad 


according to their families.


B.
And their coast was Jazer, all the cities of Gilead, and half the land of the 



children of Ammon, unto Aroer that is before Rabbah;  from Heshbon unto 


Ramath-mizpeh and Betonim; and from Mahanaim unto the border of Debir; and 


in the valley, Beth-aram, Beth-nimrah, Succoth, and Zaphon, the rest of 



the kingdom of Sihon king of Heshbon, Jordan and his border, even unto the edge 


of the sea of Chinnereth on the other side Jordan eastward.


C.
This is the inheritance of the children of Gad after their families, the cities, and 


their villages.

V.
The inheritance of Manasseh. (29-31)


A.
Moses gave an inheritance unto the half tribe of Manasseh: And this was the 


possession of the half-tribe of the children of Manasseh by their families.


B.
Their coast was from Mahanaim, all Bashan, all the kingdom of Og king of 


Bashan, and all the towns of Jair, which are in Bashan, threescore cities: And half 


Gilead, and Ashtaroth, and Edrei, cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan, were 


pertaining unto the children of Machir the son of Manasseh, even to the one-half 


of the children of Machir by their families.

VI.
Summary of the divisions east of Jordan.  (32-33)


A.
These are the countries which Moses distributed for an inheritance in the plains 


of Moab, on the other side Jordan, by Jericho, eastward.


B.
But unto the tribe of Levi, Moses did not give any inheritance: The Lord God of 


Israel was their inheritance, as He said unto them.

Study questions on chapter 13:
1.
What was God's message to Joshua in verses 1-2?

2.
What is listed in verses 2-6?

3.
What does God tell Joshua to do in verse 7?

4.
Which tribes settled east of Jordan?  (7-8)

5.
Whose land is described in verses 8-12?

6.
Who had Moses cast out of the kingdom of Og? (12)
7.
What did Israel fail to do?  (13)

8.
Who did not receive an inheritance and why?  (14 and 33)

9.
Whose property is described in verses 15-23?
10.
Whose property is described in verses 24-28?

11.
Whose property is described in verses 29-31?

12.
Where was the property located that was previously allocated by Moses?  (32)

13.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Joshua 14

1 And these are the countries which the children of Israel inherited in the land of Canaan, which Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun, and the heads of the fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel, distributed for inheritance to them.

2 By lot was their inheritance, as the Lord commanded by the hand of Moses, for the nine tribes, and for the half tribe.

3 For Moses had given the inheritance of two tribes and an half tribe on the other side Jordan: but unto the Levites he gave none inheritance among them.

4 For the children of Joseph were two tribes, Manasseh and Ephraim: therefore they gave no part unto the Levites in the land, save cities to dwell in, with their suburbs for their cattle and for their substance.

5 As the Lord commanded Moses, so the children of Israel did, and they divided the land.

6 Then the children of Judah came unto Joshua in Gilgal: and Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite said unto him, Thou knowest the thing that the Lord said unto Moses the man of God concerning me and thee in Kadesh-barnea.

7 Forty years old was I when Moses the servant of the Lord sent me from Kadesh-barnea to espy out the land; and I brought him word again as it was in mine heart.

8 Nevertheless my brethren that went up with me made the heart of the people melt: but I wholly followed the Lord my God.

9 And Moses sware on that day, saying, Surely the land whereon thy feet have trodden shall be thine inheritance, and thy children's for ever, because thou hast wholly followed the Lord my God.

10 And now, behold, the Lord hath kept me alive, as he said, these forty and five years, even since the Lord spake this word unto Moses, while the children of Israel wandered in the wilderness: and now, lo, I am this day fourscore and five years old.

11 As yet I am as strong this day as I was in the day that Moses sent me: as my strength was then, even so is my strength now, for war, both to go out, and to come in.

12 Now therefore give me this mountain, whereof the Lord spake in that day; for thou heardest in that day how the Anakims were there, and that the cities were great and fenced: if so be the Lord will be with me, then I shall be able to drive them out, as the Lord said.

13 And Joshua blessed him, and gave unto Caleb the son of Jephunneh Hebron for an inheritance.

14 Hebron therefore became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite unto this day, because that he wholly followed the Lord God of Israel.

15 And the name of Hebron before was Kirjath-arba; which Arba was a great man among the Anakims. And the land had rest from war.

(The record of the allocations to the western tribes begins 
here and continues through the end of chapter 19.)

Outline 14:
(This chapter records how the land was allocated.  It also describes the inheritance of Caleb, one of the faithful men who spied out the Promised Land 40 years previously.)

I.
How the land was divided.  (1-5)


A.
And these are the countries which the children of Israel inherited in the land of 


Canaan, which Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun, and the heads of the 


fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel, distributed for an inheritance to them.


B.
Their inheritance was determined by lot, as the Lord commanded by the hand of 


Moses, for the nine tribes and for the half-tribe.  (Casting lots assured there would 

be no favoritism or arguments regarding the division.)

C.
For Moses had previously given the inheritance of two and an half-tribes on 


the other side Jordan.



1.
Unto the Levites he gave no inheritance among them.



2.
The children of Joseph were two tribes, Manasseh and Ephraim.



3.
Therefore they gave no part unto the Levites in the land, save cities to 



dwell in, with their suburbs for their cattle and for their substance.


D.
As the Lord commanded Moses, so the children of Israel did, and they divided the 

land.

II.
Caleb's inheritance.  (6-15)


A.
Then the children of Judah came unto Joshua in Gilgal: And Caleb, the son of 


Jephunneh the Kenezite, said unto him:



1.
You know the thing that the Lord said unto Moses, the man of God, 



concerning me and you in Kadesh-barnea.



2.
I was 40 years old when Moses, the servant of the Lord, sent me from 



Kadesh-barnea to spy out the land; and I brought him word again as it was 



in my heart.



3.
Nevertheless my brethren that went up with me made the heart of the 



people melt: But I wholly followed the Lord my God  (Deuteronomy 1:35-



36).


4.
And Moses swore on that day, saying, Surely the land whereon your feet 



have trod shall be your inheritance and your children's forever, because 



you have wholly followed the Lord my God.



5.
And now, behold, the Lord has kept me alive, as He said, these 45 years, 



ever since the Lord spoke this word unto Moses, while the children of 



Israel wandered in the wilderness: And now, lo, I am this day 85 years old.



6.
As yet I am as strong this day as I was in the day that Moses sent me: As 



my strength was then, even so is my strength now, for war, both to go out, 



and to come in.



7.
Now therefore give me this mountain, whereof the Lord spoke in that day.



8.
For you heard in that day how the Anakims were there, and that the cities 



were great and fenced:  If so be the Lord will be with me, then I shall be 



able to drive them out, as the Lord said.  (The Anakims were giants.  



Spiritually, you will face "giant" challenges anytime you are taking new 



territory for God. For  spiritual techniques of "giant killing", see 




Supplemental Study Six: A Tale Of Three Cities.)

B.
And Joshua blessed him, and gave unto Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, Hebron for 


an inheritance

C.
So Hebron therefore became the inheritance of Caleb, the son of Jephunneh the 


Kenezite, unto this day, because he wholly followed the Lord God of Israel.


D.
And the name of Hebron before was Kirjath-arba--after Arba who was a great 


man among the Anakims. (Hebron means communion.  There is no intimate 


communion with God without getting rid of the giants.)


E.
And the land had rest from war.

Study questions on chapter 14:
1.
Who distributed the land of Canaan to the tribes?  (1)

2.
How was the property of the remaining tribes determined?  (2)

3.
How many tribes  received their inheritance on the east side of Jordan?  (3)

4.
Who did not receive an inheritance and why?  (3)

5.
How many tribes comprised the children of Joseph and what were their names?  (4)

6.
According to whose command, given to whom, was the land divided?  (5)

7.
Summarize Caleb's speech in verses 6-12.



-For what was he asking?



-How old was Caleb when he spied out the land?



-How was Caleb different from the other spies?



-What was Caleb promised?



-Who made this promise to Caleb?



-Why was Caleb promised this land?



-How old was Caleb at the time he made this request for his inheritance?



-What was Caleb's health like at the time he made this request?



-What did Caleb ask in verse 12?

8.
How did Joshua respond to Caleb's request?  (13)

9.
What area became Caleb's inheritance?  (14-15)

10.
What do you learn about conditions in the land in the closing part of verse 15?
11.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Joshua 15

1 This then was the lot of the tribe of the children of Judah by their families; even to the border of Edom the wilderness of Zin southward was the uttermost part of the south coast.

2 And their south border was from the shore of the salt sea, from the bay that looketh southward:

3 And it went out to the south side to Maaleh-acrabbim, and passed along to Zin, and ascended up on the south side unto Kadesh-barnea, and passed along to Hezron, and went up to Adar, and fetched a compass to Karkaa:

4 From thence it passed toward Azmon, and went out unto the river of Egypt; and the goings out of that coast were at the sea: this shall be your south coast.

5 And the east border was the salt sea, even unto the end of Jordan. And their border in the north quarter was from the bay of the sea at the uttermost part of Jordan:

6 And the border went up to Beth-hogla, and passed along by the north of Beth-arabah; and the border went up to the stone of Bohan the son of Reuben:

7 And the border went up toward Debir from the valley of Achor, and so northward, looking toward Gilgal, that is before the going up to Adummim, which is on the south side of the river: and the border passed toward the waters of En-shemesh, and the goings out thereof were at En-rogel:

8 And the border went up by the valley of the son of Hinnom unto the south side of the Jebusite; the same is Jerusalem: and the border went up to the top of the mountain that lieth before the valley of Hinnom westward, which is at the end of the valley of the giants northward:

9 And the border was drawn from the top of the hill unto the fountain of the water of Nephtoah, and went out to the cities of mount Ephron; and the border was drawn to Baalah, which is Kirjath-jearim:

10 And the border compassed from Baalah westward unto mount Seir, and passed along unto the side of mount Jearim, which is Chesalon, on the north side, and went down to Beth-shemesh, and passed on to Timnah:

11 And the border went out unto the side of Ekron northward: and the border was drawn to Shicron, and passed along to mount Baalah, and went out unto Jabneel; and the goings out of the border were at the sea.

12 And the west border was to the great sea, and the coast thereof. This is the coast of the children of Judah round about according to their families.

13 And unto Caleb the son of Jephunneh he gave a part among the children of Judah, according to the commandment of the Lord to Joshua, even the city of Arba the father of Anak, which city is Hebron.

14 And Caleb drove thence the three sons of Anak, Sheshai, and Ahiman, and Talmai, the children of Anak.

15 And he went up thence to the inhabitants of Debir: and the name of Debir before was Kirjath-sepher.

16 And Caleb said, He that smiteth Kirjath-sepher, and taketh it, to him will I give Achsah my daughter to wife.

17 And Othniel the son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, took it: and he gave him Achsah his daughter to wife.

18 And it came to pass, as she came unto him, that she moved him to ask of her father a field: and she lighted off her ass; and Caleb said unto her, What wouldest thou?

19 Who answered, Give me a blessing; for thou hast given me a south land; give me also springs of water. And he gave her the upper springs, and the nether springs.

20 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Judah according to their families.

21 And the uttermost cities of the tribe of the children of Judah toward the coast of Edom southward were Kabzeel, and Eder, and Jagur,

22 And Kinah, and Dimonah, and Adadah,

23 And Kedesh, and Hazor, and Ithnan,

24 Ziph, and Telem, and Bealoth,

25 And Hazor, Hadattah, and Kerioth, and Hezron, which is Hazor,

26 Amam, and Shema, and Moladah,

27 And Hazar-gaddah, and Heshmon, and Beth-palet,

28 And Hazar-shual, and Beer-sheba, and Bizjothjah,

29 Baalah, and Iim, and Azem,

30 And Eltolad, and Chesil, and Hormah,

31 And Ziklag, and Madmannah, and Sansannah,

32 And Lebaoth, and Shilhim, and Ain, and Rimmon: all the cities are twenty and nine, with their villages:

33 And in the valley, Eshtaol, and Zoreah, and Ashnah,

34 And Zanoah, and En-gannim, Tappuah, and Enam,

35 Jarmuth, and Adullam, Socoh, and Azekah,

36 And Sharaim, and Adithaim, and Gederah, and Gederothaim; fourteen cities with their villages:

37 Zenan, and Hadashah, and Migdal-gad,

38 And Dilean, and Mizpeh, and Joktheel,

39 Lachish, and Bozkath, and Eglon,

40 And Cabbon, and Lahmam, and Kithlish,

41 And Gederoth, Beth-dagon, and Naamah, and Makkedah; sixteen cities with their villages:

42 Libnah, and Ether, and Ashan,

43 And Jiphtah, and Ashnah, and Nezib,

44 And Keilah, and Achzib, and Mareshah; nine cities with their villages:

45 Ekron, with her towns and her villages:

46 From Ekron even unto the sea, all that lay near Ashdod, with their villages:

47 Ashdod with her towns and her villages, Gaza with her towns and her villages, unto the river of Egypt, and the great sea, and the border thereof:

48 And in the mountains, Shamir, and Jattir, and Socoh,

49 And Dannah, and Kirjath-sannah, which is Debir,

50 And Anab, and Eshtemoh, and Anim,

51 And Goshen, and Holon, and Giloh; eleven cities with their villages:

52 Arab, and Dumah, and Eshean,

53 And Janum, and Beth-tappuah, and Aphekah,

54 And Humtah, and Kirjath-arba, which is Hebron, and Zior; nine cities with their villages:

55 Maon, Carmel, and Ziph, and Juttah,

56 And Jezreel, and Jokdeam, and Zanoah,

57 Cain, Gibeah, and Timnah; ten cities with their villages:

58 Halhul, Beth-zur, and Gedor,

59 And Maarath, and Beth-anoth, and Eltekon; six cities with their villages:

60 Kirjath-baal, which is Kirjath-jearim, and Rabbah; two cities with their villages:

61 In the wilderness, Beth-arabah, Middin, and Secacah,

62 And Nibshan, and the city of Salt, and En-gedi; six cities with their villages.

63 As for the Jebusites the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the children of Judah could not drive them out: but the Jebusites dwell with the children of Judah at Jerusalem unto this day.

Outline 15:
(This chapter describes the lands allotted to the tribes of Judah.)
I.
The territory of Judah:  This then was the land allotted to the tribe of the children of 
Judah by their families. (1-12)


A.
The southern border.



1.
The border of Edom in the wilderness of Zin southward was the uttermost 



part of the south coast.



2.
Their south border was from the shore of the salt sea, from the bay that 



looks southward.


3.
It went out to the south side to Maaleh-acrabbim, passed along to Zin, 



ascended up on the south side unto Kadesh-barnea,  passed along to 



Hezron, went up to Adar, and fetched a compass (went around) to Karkaa.


4.
From there it passed toward Azmon, and went out unto the river of Egypt; 



and the going out (borders) of that coast was at the sea.



5.
This shall be your south coast.


B.
The eastern border: The eastern border was the salt sea, even unto the end of 


Jordan. 

C.
The northern border.



1.
Their border in the northern quarter was from the bay of the sea at the 



uttermost part of Jordan.


2.
The border went up to Beth-hogla, passed along by the north of 




Beth-arabah, and went up to the stone of Bohan, the son of Reuben.



3.
The border went up toward Debir from the valley of Achor, and  




northward, looking toward Gilgal, that is before the going up to 




Adummim which is on the south side of the river: And the border passed 



toward the waters of En-shemesh, and the goings out (borders) thereof 



were at En-rogel.


4.
The border went up by the valley of the son of Hinnom unto the south 



side of the Jebusite--the same is Jerusalem: And the border went up to the 



top of the mountain that lies before the valley of Hinnom westward, which 


is at the end of the valley of the giants northward.


5.
The border was drawn from the top of the hill unto the fountain of the 



water of Nephtoah,  went out to the cities of mount Ephron, and the 



border was drawn to Baalah, which is Kirjath-jearim.


6.
The border compassed from Baalah westward unto mount Seir; passed 



along unto the side of mount Jearim, which is Chesalon, on the north side; 



went down to Beth-shemesh; and passed on to Timnah.


7.
The border went out unto the side of Ekron northward; and the border 



was drawn to Shicron, passed along to mount Baalah, and went out 



unto Jabneel; and the goings out of  (the borders) were at the sea.


D.
The western border: And the western border was to the great sea (the 



Mediterranean), and the coast thereof. This is the coast of the children of Judah 


round about according to their families.
II.
The towns of Caleb.  (13-19)

A.
Unto Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, Joshua gave a part among the children of 


Judah, 
according to the commandment of the Lord to Joshua.  He was given the  


city of Arba, the father of Anak, which is Hebron.


B.
Caleb drove from there the three sons of Anak: Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai, the 


children of Anak.


C.
And Caleb went up from there to the inhabitants of Debir: And the name of Debir 


before was Kirjath-sepher.



1.
And Caleb said: He that smites Kirjath-sepher and takes it, to him I will 



give Achsah, my daughter, to wife. 


2.
And Othniel the son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, took it: And Caleb 



gave him his daughter Achsah to wife.  (Read more about Othniel in 



Judges 3:7-11).


3.
And it came to pass, as Achsah came unto him, that she moved him to ask 



of her father a field: And she got down off of her donkey and Caleb said 



unto her, What is it you want?



4.
She answered, Give me a blessing, for you have given me a south land; 



give me also springs of water. 


5.
And he gave her the upper springs and the nether springs.
III.
The towns of Judah. (20-62)

A.
The uttermost cities of the tribe of the children of Judah toward the coast of 


Edom southward were:  Kabzeel, Eder, Jagur, Kinah, Dimonah, Adadah, Kedesh, 


Hazor, Ithnan, Ziph, Telem, Bealoth, Hazor, Hadattah,  Kerioth, Hezron--which is 


Hazor--Amam, Shema, Moladah, Hazar-gaddah, Heshmon, Beth-palet, Hazar-


shual, Beer-sheba, Bizjothjah, Baalah, Iim, Azem, Eltolad, Chesil, Hormah,


Ziklag, Madmannah, Sansannah, Lebaoth,  Shilhim, Ain, and Rimmon: All the 


cities total 29, with their villages.

B.
And in the valley: Eshtaol, Zoreah, Ashnah, Zanoah, En-gannim, Tappuah, Enam,



Jarmuth, Adullam, Socoh, Azekah, Sharaim, Adithaim,  Gederah, and 



Gederothaim:  Fourteen cities with their villages.

C.
Zenan, Hadashah, Migdal-gad, Dilean, Mizpeh, Joktheel, Lachish, Bozkath,  


Eglon, Cabbon, Lahmam, Kithlish, Gederoth, Beth-dagon, Naamah, and 



Makkedah: Sixteen cities with their villages:


D.
Libnah, Ether, Ashan, Jiphtah, Ashnah, Nezib, Keilah, Achzib, and Mareshah:  


Nine cities with their villages.

E.
Ekron, with her towns and her villages: From Ekron even unto the sea, all that lay 


near Ashdod, with their villages; Ashdod with her towns and her villages; Gaza 


with her towns and her villages, unto the river of Egypt, the great sea, and the 


border thereof.

F.
And in the mountains, Shamir, Jattir, Socoh, Dannah, Kirjath-sannah--which is 


Debir--Anab, Eshtemoh, Anim, Goshen, Holon, and Giloh: Eleven cities with 


their villages.

G.
Arab, Dumah, Eshean, Janum, Beth-tappuah, Aphekah, Humtah, Kirjath-arba-- 


which is Hebron--and Zior:  Nine cities with their villages.

H.
Maon, Carmel, Ziph, Juttah, Jezreel, Jokdeam, Zanoah, Cain, Gibeah, and 



Timnah:  Ten cities with their villages.

I.
Halhul, Beth-zur, Gedor, Maarath, Beth-anoth, and Eltekon:  Six cities with their 


villages.

J.
Kirjath-baal--which is Kirjath-jearim--and Rabbah: Two cities with their villages.

K.
In the wilderness: Beth-arabah, Middin, Secacah, Nibshan, the city of Salt,
and 


En-gedi: Six cities with their villages.

IV.
The Jebusites remained.  (63)


A.
As for the Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the children of Judah could not 


drive them out.


B.
But the Jebusites dwell with the children of Judah at Jerusalem unto this day.

Study questions on chapter 15:
1.
What is the subject of this chapter?

2.
Whose property is described in verses 1-12?

3.
What was given to Caleb?  (13)

4.
Who did Caleb drive out?  (14)

5.
What happened at Kirtah-sepher?  (15-17)

7.
Who married Caleb's daughter?  What do you learn about him in Judges 3:7-11?  (17)

8.
What request did Caleb's daughter make and what was Caleb's response?  (18-19)
9.
Whose inheritance is described in verses 20-62?

10.
What sad fact is recorded in verse 63?

11.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Joshua 16

1 And the lot of the children of Joseph fell from Jordan by Jericho, unto the water of Jericho on the east, to the wilderness that goeth up from Jericho throughout mount Bethel,

2 And goeth out from Bethel to Luz, and passeth along unto the borders of Archi to Ataroth,

3 And goeth down westward to the coast of Japhleti, unto the coast of Beth-horon the nether, and to Gezer: and the goings out thereof are at the sea.

4 So the children of Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim, took their inheritance.

5 And the border of the children of Ephraim according to their families was thus: even the border of their inheritance on the east side was Ataroth-addar, unto Beth-horon the upper;

6 And the border went out toward the sea to Michmethah on the north side; and the border went about eastward unto Taanath-shiloh, and passed by it on the east to Janohah;

7 And it went down from Janohah to Ataroth, and to Naarath, and came to Jericho, and went out at Jordan.

8 The border went out from Tappuah westward unto the river Kanah; and the goings out thereof were at the sea. This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Ephraim by their families.

9 And the separate cities for the children of Ephraim were among the inheritance of the children of Manasseh, all the cities with their villages.

10 And they drave not out the Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer: but the Canaanites dwell among the Ephraimites unto this day, and serve under tribute.

Outline 16:

(The land allotted to the tribe of Joseph--Ephraim and Manasseh--is described in this chapter and chapter 17.)  

I.
The land allotted to the tribe of Joseph  (1-4)


A.
From Jordan by Jericho, unto the water of Jericho on the east, to the wilderness 


that goes up from Jericho throughout mount Bethel, it goes out from Bethel to 


Luz, and passes along unto the borders of Archi to Ataroth; it goes down 



westward to the coast of Japhleti, unto the coast of Beth-horon the nether, and to 


Gezer; and the goings out (borders) thereof are at the sea.


B.
So the children of Joseph (Ephraim and Manasseh) took their inheritance.

II.
The inheritance of Ephraim.  (5-9)


A.
And the border of the children of Ephraim according to their families on the east 


side was Ataroth-addar, unto Beth-horon the upper; and the border 
went out 


toward the sea to Michmethah on the north side; and the border went about 


eastward unto Taanath-shiloh and passed by it on the east to Janohah; and it went 


down from Janohah to Ataroth, to Naarath, came to Jericho, and went out at 


Jordan. The border went out from Tappuah westward unto the river Kanah; and 


the goings out thereof (the borders) were at the sea. 

B.
This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Ephraim by their families.

C.
So the children of Ephraim took their inheritance.

D.
And the separate cities for the children of Ephraim were among the inheritance of 


the children of Manasseh, all the cities with their villages.

III.
The failure of Ephraim.  (10)


A.
They did not drive out the Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer. 

B.
The Canaanites dwell among the Ephraimites unto this day.


C.
They serve under tribute (in slavery).

Study questions on chapter 16:
1.
What is the subject of this chapter?  (see introduction of outline)
2.
Which tribes composed the children of Joseph?  (outline) 

3.
Whose inheritance is described in verses 1-4?

4.
Whose land is described in verses 5-10?

5.
According to verse 10,  what did the tribe of Ephraim fail to do?

6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Joshua 17

1 There was also a lot for the tribe of Manasseh; for he was the firstborn of Joseph; to wit, for Machir the firstborn of Manasseh, the father of Gilead: because he was a man of war, therefore he had Gilead and Bashan.

2 There was also a lot for the rest of the children of Manasseh by their families; for the children of Abiezer, and for the children of Helek, and for the children of Asriel, and for the children of Shechem, and for the children of Hepher, and for the children of Shemida: these were the male children of Manasseh the son of Joseph by their families.

3 But Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, had no sons, but daughters: and these are the names of his daughters, Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.

4 And they came near before Eleazar the priest, and before Joshua the son of Nun, and before the princes, saying, The Lord commanded Moses to give us an inheritance among our brethren. Therefore according to the commandment of the Lord he gave them an inheritance among the brethren of their father.

5 And there fell ten portions to Manasseh, beside the land of Gilead and Bashan, which were on the other side Jordan;

6 Because the daughters of Manasseh had an inheritance among his sons: and the rest of Manasseh's sons had the land of Gilead.

7 And the coast of Manasseh was from Asher to Michmethah, that lieth before Shechem; and the border went along on the right hand unto the inhabitants of En-tappuah.

8 Now Manasseh had the land of Tappuah: but Tappuah on the border of Manasseh belonged to the children of Ephraim;

9 And the coast descended unto the river Kanah, southward of the river: these cities of Ephraim are among the cities of Manasseh: the coast of Manasseh also was on the north side of the river, and the outgoings of it were at the sea:

10 Southward it was Ephraim's, and northward it was Manasseh's, and the sea is his border; and they met together in Asher on the north, and in Issachar on the east.

11 And Manasseh had in Issachar and in Asher Beth-shean and her towns, and Ibleam and her towns, and the inhabitants of Dor and her towns, and the inhabitants of Endor and her towns, and the inhabitants of Taanach and her towns, and the inhabitants of Megiddo and her towns, even three countries.

12 Yet the children of Manasseh could not drive out the inhabitants of those cities; but the Canaanites would dwell in that land.

13 Yet it came to pass, when the children of Israel were waxen strong, that they put the Canaanites to tribute; but did not utterly drive them out.

14 And the children of Joseph spake unto Joshua, saying, Why hast thou given me but one lot and one portion to inherit, seeing I am a great people, forasmuch as the Lord hath blessed me hitherto?

15 And Joshua answered them, If thou be a great people, then get thee up to the wood country, and cut down for thyself there in the land of the Perizzites and of the giants, if mount Ephraim be too narrow for thee.

16 And the children of Joseph said, The hill is not enough for us: and all the Canaanites that dwell in the land of the valley have chariots of iron, both they who are of Beth-shean and her towns, and they who are of the valley of Jezreel.

17 And Joshua spake unto the house of Joseph, even to Ephraim and to Manasseh, saying, Thou art a great people, and hast great power: thou shalt not have one lot only:

18 But the mountain shall be thine; for it is a wood, and thou shalt cut it down: and the outgoings of it shall be thine: for thou shalt drive out the Canaanites, though they have iron chariots, and though they be strong.

Outline 17:
(This chapter continues the record of the allotment of land to the tribe of Joseph which was composed of Ephraim and Manasseh.  Ephraim's inheritance was described in the previous chapter.  This chapter describes the inheritance of Manasseh.)

I.
The family of Manasseh.  (1-6)

A.
There was also a lot for the tribe of Manasseh, for he was the firstborn of Joseph. 

B.
Machir--the firstborn of Manasseh, the father of Gilead, because he was a man of 


war--had Gilead and Bashan.


C.
There was also an allotment for the rest of the children of Manasseh by their 


families:  For the children of Abiezer, for the children of Helek, for the children of 

Asriel, for the children of Shechem, for the children of Hepher,  for the children of 

Shemida: These were the male children of Manasseh, the son of Joseph, by their 


families.


D.
But Zelophehad--the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son 


of Manasseh--had no sons, but only daughters. 


1.
These are the names of his daughters:  Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and 


Tirzah.



2.
They came near before Eleazar the priest, Joshua the son of Nun, and 



before the princes, saying: The Lord commanded Moses to give us an 



inheritance among our brethren. 


3.
Therefore according to the commandment of the Lord, he gave them an 



inheritance among the brethren of their father.


E.
There fell ten portions to Manasseh, beside the land of Gilead and Bashan, which 


were on the other side Jordan, because the daughters of Manasseh had an 



inheritance among his sons.


F.
The rest of Manasseh's sons had the land of Gilead.
II.
The inheritance of Manasseh.  (7-11)

A.
The coast of Manasseh was from Asher to Michmethah, that lies before 



Shechem; and the border went along on the right hand unto the inhabitants of En-


tappuah.

B.
Manasseh had the land of Tappuah, but Tappuah on the border of Manasseh 


belonged to the children of Ephraim.

C.
The coast descended unto the river Kanah, southward of the river: These cities 


of Ephraim are among the cities of Manasseh. The coast of Manasseh also was on 


the north side of the river, and the outgoings (borders) of it were at the sea.

D.
Southward it was Ephraim's;
Northward it was Manasseh's, and the sea is the 


border;  And they met together in Asher on the north and in Issachar on the east.


E.
And Manasseh had Issachar, and in Asher had Beth-shean and her towns; Ibleam 


and her towns; the inhabitants of Dor and her towns; the inhabitants of Endor and 


her towns;  the inhabitants of Taanach and her towns; and the inhabitants of 


Megiddo and her towns, even three countries.
III.
The failure of the tribe of Manasseh.  (12-13)

A.
The children of Manasseh could not drive out the inhabitants of those cities, 


but the Canaanites would dwell in that land.


B.
Yet it came to pass, when the children of Israel were strong, that they put 



the Canaanites to tribute but did not utterly drive them out.  (When Israel became 


strong enough to do as God commanded, they opted to keep the enemy for 



material gain instead of obeying the mandate of the Lord.)
IV.
The complaint of the tribe of Joseph.  (14-18)


A.
And the children of Joseph spoke unto Joshua, saying: Why have you given me 


but one lot and one portion to inherit, seeing I am a great people, forasmuch as the 

Lord has blessed me hitherto?


B.
And Joshua answered them, If you are a great people and Mt. Ephraim is too 


narrow for you, then get up to the wood country and cut down for yourself there in 

the land of the Perizzites and of the giants.



(The tribe of Joseph wanted more property but they had not yet claimed the 


inheritance they had been given. Joshua told them to claim what they had already 

received.  What spiritual territory do you need to occupy before claiming 



additional promises from God?)

C.
And the children of Joseph said:



1.
The hill is not enough for us.



2.
All the Canaanites that dwell in the land of the valley have chariots of 



iron, both they who are of Beth-shean and her towns, and they who are of 



the valley of Jezreel.


(They claimed the hill country was too small and that they could not drive out the 


Canaanites from the valley because they were too strong to conquer because of 


their chariots of iron.)


D.
And Joshua spoke unto the house of Joseph, even to Ephraim and to Manasseh, 


saying:



1.
You are a great people, and have great power. (Some believers are given 



more responsibilities in the Body of Christ than others, but all are 




important to the mission of taking the land for God and all have the power 


of the Holy Spirit resident within to enable them to do so.)



2.
You shall not have one lot only:



a.
The mountain shall be yours; for it is a wood, and you shall cut it 




down.




b.
And the outgoings (borders) of it shall be yours:  For you shall 




drive out the Canaanites, even though they have iron chariots and 




though they be strong.

Study questions on chapter 17:
1.
Who was Manasseh?  (1)

2.
Who was Machir, what two cities were given to him, and why? (1)

3.
Whose family is described in verse 2?

4.
Who had no sons, how many daughters did he have, and what did his daughters request?  
(3)

5.
How did Eleazar and Joshua respond to the request of these women?  (4)
6.
Why was the request of these women granted? (4)

7.
The property of what tribe is described in verses 5-11?

8.
What sad fact about the tribe of Manasseh is recorded in verses 12-13?

9.
What was the complaint of the tribe of Joseph?  (14)

10.
What was Joshua's answer to the complaint made by the tribe of Joseph?  (15)

11.
How did the tribe of Joseph respond to Joshua's statement?  What did they say regarding 
the hills and valleys of their land? (16)

12.
What was the final decision regarding the property of the tribe of Joseph?  (17-18)

13.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Joshua 18

1 And the whole congregation of the children of Israel assembled together at Shiloh, and set up the tabernacle of the congregation there. And the land was subdued before them.

2 And there remained among the children of Israel seven tribes, which had not yet received their inheritance.

3 And Joshua said unto the children of Israel, How long are ye slack to go to possess the land, which the Lord God of your fathers hath given you?

4 Give out from among you three men for each tribe: and I will send them, and they shall rise, and go through the land, and describe it according to the inheritance of them; and they shall come again to me.

5 And they shall divide it into seven parts: Judah shall abide in their coast on the south, and the house of Joseph shall abide in their coasts on the north.

6 Ye shall therefore describe the land into seven parts, and bring the description hither to me, that I may cast lots for you here before the Lord our God.

7 But the Levites have no part among you; for the priesthood of the Lord is their inheritance: and Gad, and Reuben, and half the tribe of Manasseh, have received their inheritance beyond Jordan on the east, which Moses the servant of the Lord gave them.

8 And the men arose, and went away: and Joshua charged them that went to describe the land, saying, Go and walk through the land, and describe it, and come again to me, that I may here cast lots for you before the Lord in Shiloh.

9 And the men went and passed through the land, and described it by cities into seven parts in a book, and came again to Joshua to the host at Shiloh.

10 And Joshua cast lots for them in Shiloh before the Lord: and there Joshua divided the land unto the children of Israel according to their divisions.

11 And the lot of the tribe of the children of Benjamin came up according to their families: and the coast of their lot came forth between the children of Judah and the children of Joseph.

12 And their border on the north side was from Jordan; and the border went up to the side of Jericho on the north side, and went up through the mountains westward; and the goings out thereof were at the wilderness of Beth-aven.

13 And the border went over from thence toward Luz, to the side of Luz, which is Bethel, southward; and the border descended to Ataroth-adar, near the hill that lieth on the south side of the nether Beth-horon.

14 And the border was drawn thence, and compassed the corner of the sea southward, from the hill that lieth before Beth-horon southward; and the goings out thereof were at Kirjath-baal, which is Kirjath-jearim, a city of the children of Judah: this was the west quarter.

15 And the south quarter was from the end of Kirjath-jearim, and the border went out on the west, and went out to the well of waters of Nephtoah:

16 And the border came down to the end of the mountain that lieth before the valley of the son of Hinnom, and which is in the valley of the giants on the north, and descended to the valley of Hinnom, to the side of Jebusi on the south, and descended to En-rogel,

17 And was drawn from the north, and went forth to En-shemesh, and went forth toward Geliloth, which is over against the going up of Adummim, and descended to the stone of Bohan the son of Reuben,

18 And passed along toward the side over against Arabah northward, and went down unto Arabah:

19 And the border passed along to the side of Beth-hoglah northward: and the outgoings of the border were at the north bay of the salt sea at the south end of Jordan: this was the south coast.

20 And Jordan was the border of it on the east side. This was the inheritance of the children of Benjamin, by the coasts thereof round about, according to their families.

21 Now the cities of the tribe of the children of Benjamin according to their families were Jericho, and Beth-hoglah, and the valley of Keziz,

22 And Beth-arabah, and Zemaraim, and Bethel,

23 And Avim, and Parah, and Ophrah,

24 And Chephar-haammonai, and Ophni, and Gaba; twelve cities with their villages:

25 Gibeon, and Ramah, and Beeroth,

26 And Mizpeh, and Chephirah, and Mozah,

27 And Rekem, and Irpeel, and Taralah,

28 And Zelah, Eleph, and Jebusi, which is Jerusalem, Gibeath, and Kirjath; fourteen cities with their villages. This is the inheritance of the children of Benjamin according to their families.

Outline 18:
(In an assembly called at Shiloh, the tribes that had not yet claimed their inheritance are challenged to do so.  Representatives of the tribes survey the land, return with the results, and lots are drawn to divide the land. The  first allotment is made to the tribe of Benjamin.)

I.
The assembly at Shiloh.  (1)

A.
And the whole congregation of the children of Israel assembled together at Shiloh 


and set up the tabernacle of the congregation there. 

B.
And the land was subdued before them.

II.
A challenge to the tribes that had not yet received their inheritance.  (2-10)


A.
And there remained among the children of Israel seven tribes which had not yet 


received their inheritance.


B.
And Joshua said unto the children of Israel:



1.
How long are you slack to go to possess the land, which the Lord God of 



your fathers has given you?  (A good question to consider spiritually. 



What promises has God made to you that you have yet to claim?)


2.
Provide from among you three men from each tribe: And I will send 



them to rise up, go through the land, and describe it according to their 



(tribal) inheritance; and they shall come again to me.



3.
And they shall divide it into seven parts. 



a.
Judah shall abide in their coast on the south.




b.
The house of Joseph shall abide in their coasts on the north.




(These properties were already designated.)



4.
You shall describe the land in seven parts and bring the description to me, 



that I may cast lots for you here before the Lord our God.  (Can you 



describe your spiritual inheritance?  If not, perhaps it is time to study 



about it starting with the book of Ephesians.)


5.
But the Levites have no part among you; for the priesthood of the Lord is 



their inheritance.



6.
And Gad, Reuben, and the half-tribe of Manasseh have already received 



their inheritance beyond Jordan on the east, which Moses the servant of 



the Lord gave them  (Numbers 26:4-62).

C.
The mission fulfilled. 


1.
And the men arose and went away.



2.
And Joshua charged them that went to describe the land, saying: Go and 



walk through the land, and describe it, and come again to me, that I may 



cast lots for you before the Lord here in Shiloh.



3.
And the men went, passed through the land, described it by cities into 



seven parts in a book, and came again to Joshua and the host at Shiloh.



4.
And Joshua cast lots for them in Shiloh before the Lord: And there Joshua 



divided the land unto the children of Israel according to their divisions.
III.
The first lot:  Benjamin. (11-28)

 The lot of the tribe of the children of Benjamin came up according to their families.


A.
The territory of Benjamin.



1.
And the coast of their lot came forth between the children of Judah and 



the children of Joseph.



2.
From Jordan, the border went up to the side of Jericho on the north side, 



and went up through the mountains westward; and the goings out 




(borders) thereof were at the wilderness of Beth-aven. 


3.
And the border went over from there toward Luz, to the side of Luz, 



which is Bethel, southward; and the border descended to Ataroth-adar, 



near the hill that lies on the south side of the nether Beth-horon. 


4.
And the border drawn there compassed the corner of the sea southward, 



from the hill that lies before Beth-horon southward; and the goings out 



(borders)  thereof were at Kirjath-baal, which is Kirjath-jearim, a city of 



the children of Judah:  This was the west quarter. 



5.
And the south quarter was from the end of Kirjath-jearim, and the border 



went out on the west, and went out to the well of waters of Nephtoah: And 


the border came down to the end of the mountain that lies before the 



valley of the son of Hinnom, and which is in the valley of the giants on the 


north; it descended to the valley of Hinnom, to the side of Jebusi on the 



south;  it descended to En-rogel, and was drawn from the north, and went 



forth to En-shemesh, and went toward Geliloth, which is over against 



the going up of Adummim, and it descended to the stone of Bohan the son 



of Reuben, and passed along toward the side over against Arabah 




northward, and went down unto Arabah. 


6.
And the border passed along to the side of Beth-hoglah northward: And 



the outgoings of the border were at the north bay of the salt sea at the 



south end of Jordan: This was the south coast.



7.
The eastern border: Jordan was the border of it on the east side. 


8.
This was the inheritance of the children of Benjamin, by the coasts thereof 



round about, according to their families.


B.
The towns of Benjamin. The cities of the tribe of the children of Benjamin 



according to their families were:



1.
Twelve cities and their villages: Jericho, Beth-hoglah, the valley of Keziz, 



Beth-arabah,  Zemaraim,  Bethel, Avim, Parah, Ophrah, Chephar-




haammonai, Ophni, and Gaba.



2.
Fourteen cities and their villages: Gibeon, Ramah, Beeroth, Mizpeh,  



Chephirah, Mozah, Rekem, Irpeel, Taralah, Zelah, Eleph,  Jebusi which is 



Jerusalem, Gibeath, and Kirjath. 

C.
This is the inheritance of the children of Benjamin according to their families.

Study questions on chapter 18:
1.
As this chapter opens, who is assembled and where are they meeting?  (1)

2.
What do you learn about conditions in the land at the time of this assembly?  (1)

3.
How many tribes had not yet received their inheritance? ( 2)

4.
What question did Joshua ask in verse 3?

5.
What plan did Joshua detail in verses 4-6 for dividing the land?

6.
Why did the Levites not receive an inheritance?  (7)

7.
Where had the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh already claimed land?  (7)

8.
According to the record in verses 8-9, what did the representatives of the seven tribes do?

9.
How did Joshua divide the land among the tribes and how did this method eliminate 
arguments and partiality?  (10)

10.
Verses 11-28 concern the first lot and the inheritance of what tribe?
11.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry? Consider especially 
verse 3:  How long will you neglect to take possession of the promises God has given 
you?
Joshua 19

1 And the second lot came forth to Simeon, even for the tribe of the children of Simeon according to their families: and their inheritance was within the inheritance of the children of Judah.

2 And they had in their inheritance Beer-sheba, or Sheba, and Moladah,

3 And Hazar-shual, and Balah, and Azem,

4 And Eltolad, and Bethul, and Hormah,

5 And Ziklag, and Beth-marcaboth, and Hazar-susah,

6 And Beth-lebaoth, and Sharuhen; thirteen cities and their villages:

7 Ain, Remmon, and Ether, and Ashan; four cities and their villages:

8 And all the villages that were round about these cities to Baalath-beer, Ramath of the south. This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Simeon according to their families.

9 Out of the portion of the children of Judah was the inheritance of the children of Simeon: for the part of the children of Judah was too much for them: therefore the children of Simeon had their inheritance within the inheritance of them.

10 And the third lot came up for the children of Zebulun according to their families: and the border of their inheritance was unto Sarid:

11 And their border went up toward the sea, and Maralah, and reached to Dabbasheth, and reached to the river that is before Jokneam;

12 And turned from Sarid eastward toward the sunrising unto the border of Chisloth-tabor, and then goeth out to daberath, and goeth up to Japhia,

13 And from thence passeth on along on the east to Gittah-hepher, to Ittah-kazin, and goeth out to Remmon-methoar to Neah;

14 And the border compasseth it on the north side to Hannathon: and the outgoings thereof are in the valley of Jiphthah-el:

15 And Kattath, and Nahallal, and Shimron, and Idalah, and Bethlehem: twelve cities with their villages.

16 This is the inheritance of the children of Zebulun according to their families, these cities with their villages.

17 And the fourth lot came out to Issachar, for the children of Issachar according to their families.

18 And their border was toward Jezreel, and Chesulloth, and Shunem,

19 And Hapharaim, and Shion, and Anaharath,

20 And Rabbith, and Kishion, and Abez,

21 And Remeth, and En-gannim, and En-haddah, and Beth-pazzez;

22 And the coast reacheth to Tabor, and Shahazimah, and Beth-shemesh; and the outgoings of their border were at Jordan: sixteen cities with their villages.

23 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Issachar according to their families, the cities and their villages.

24 And the fifth lot came out for the tribe of the children of Asher according to their families.

25 And their border was Helkath, and Hali, and Beten, and Achshaph,

26 And Alammelech, and Amad, and Misheal; and reacheth to Carmel westward, and to Shihor-libnath;

27 And turneth toward the sunrising to Beth-dagon, and reacheth to Zebulun, and to the valley of Jiphthah-el toward the north side of Beth-emek, and Neiel, and goeth out to Cabul on the left hand,

28 And Hebron, and Rehob, and Hammon, and Kanah, even unto great Zidon;

29 And then the coast turneth to Ramah, and to the strong city Tyre; and the coast turneth to Hosah; and the outgoings thereof are at the sea from the coast to Achzib:

30 Ummah also, and Aphek, and Rehob: twenty and two cities with their villages.

31 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Asher according to their families, these cities with their villages.

32 The sixth lot came out to the children of Naphtali, even for the children of Naphtali according to their families.

33 And their coast was from Heleph, from Allon to Zaanannim, and Adami, Nekeb, and Jabneel, unto Lakum; and the outgoings thereof were at Jordan:

34 And then the coast turneth westward to Aznoth-tabor, and goeth out from thence to Hukkok, and reacheth to Zebulun on the south side, and reacheth to Asher on the west side, and to Judah upon Jordan toward the sunrising.

35 And the fenced cities are Ziddim, Zer, and Hammath, Rakkath, and Chinnereth,

36 And Adamah, and Ramah, and Hazor,

37 And Kedesh, and Edrei, and En-hazor,

38 And Iron, and Migdal-el, Horem, and Beth-anath, and Beth-shemesh; nineteen cities with their villages.

39 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Naphtali according to their families, the cities and their villages.

40 And the seventh lot came out for the tribe of the children of Dan according to their families.

41 And the coast of their inheritance was Zorah, and Eshtaol, and Ir-shemesh,

42 And Shaalabbin, and Ajalon, and Jethlah,

43 And Elon, and Thimnathah, and Ekron,

44 And Eltekeh, and Gibbethon, and Baalath,

45 And Jehud, and Bene-berak, and Gath-rimmon,

46 And Me-jarkon, and Rakkon, with the border before Japho.

47 And the coast of the children of Dan went out too little for them: therefore the children of Dan went up to fight against Leshem, and took it, and smote it with the edge of the sword, and possessed it, and dwelt therein, and called Leshem, Dan, after the name of Dan their father.

48 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Dan according to their families, these cities with their villages.

49 When they had made an end of dividing the land for inheritance by their coasts, the children of Israel gave an inheritance to Joshua the son of Nun among them:

50 According to the word of the Lord they gave him the city which he asked, even Timnath-serah in mount Ephraim: and he built the city, and dwelt therein.

51 These are the inheritances which Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun, and the heads of the fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel, divided for an inheritance by lot in Shiloh before the Lord, at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. So they made an end of dividing the country.

Outline 19:
(This chapter records the lands allotted to the tribes of Simeon, Zebulun, Issachar, Asher, Naphtali, and Dan. It also records Joshua's inheritance.)

I.
The second lot: Simeon. (1-9)

The second lot came forth to Simeon, even for the tribe of the children of Simeon 
according to their families: And their inheritance was within the inheritance of the 
children of Judah.


A.
The territory of Simeon.



They had in their inheritance Beer-sheba--or Sheba--Moladah, Hazar-shual,  


Balah,  Azem, Eltolad, Bethul, Hormah, Ziklag, Beth-marcaboth, Hazar-susah, 


Beth-lebaoth, and Sharuhen.


B.
The towns of Simeon:  



1.
Thirteen cities and their villages.



2.
Four additional cities and their villages including Ain, Remmon, Ether, 



and Ashan.


3.
All the villages that were round about these cities to Baalath-beer, 




Ramath of the south. 

C.
This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Simeon according to their 


families.


D.
The inheritance of the children of  Simeon was out of  the portion of the children 


of Judah. 


1.
For the portion given the children of Judah was too much for them.



2.
Therefore the children of Simeon had their inheritance within the 




inheritance of Judah.

II.
The third lot:  Zebulun.  (10-16)


The third lot came up for the children of Zebulun according to their families. 

A.
The territory of Zebulun.



The border of their inheritance was unto Sarid:  And their border went 



up toward the sea and Maralah;  it reached to Dabbasheth,  to the river that is 


before Jokneam, and turned from Sarid eastward toward  the sunrising unto the 


border of Chisloth-tabor. Then it goes out to 
Daberath, and goes up to Japhia; and 


from there passes on along on the east to Gittah-hepher, to Ittah-kazin, and goes 


out to Remmon-methoar to Neah; and the border compasses it on the north side to 

Hannathon: And the outgoings (borders) thereof are in the valley of Jiphthah-el: 


Kattath, Nahallal, Shimron, Idalah, Bethlehem.

B.
The towns of Zebulun: Twelve cities with their villages



C.
This is the inheritance of the children of Zebulun according to their families, these 

cities with their villages.
III.
The fourth lot:  Issachar.  (17-23)

The fourth lot came out to Issachar, for the children of Issachar according to their 
families.


A.
The territory of Issachar.



Their border was toward Jezreel, Chesulloth, Shunem, Hapharaim, Shion, 



Anaharath, Rabbith, Kishion, Abez, Remeth, En-gannim, En-haddah, and Beth-


pazzez; and the coast reaches to Tabor, Shahazimah, Beth-shemesh; and the 


outgoings (borders) was at Jordan. 

B.
The towns of Issachar:  Sixteen cities with their villages.


C.
This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Issachar according to their 


families, the cities and their villages.
IV.
The fifth lot:  Asher.  (24-31)

The fifth lot came out for the tribe of the children of Asher according to their 
families.


A.
The territory of Asher. 


Their border was Helkath, Hali, Beten, Achshaph, Alammelech, Amad, Misheal; 


it reached to Carmel westward and to Shihor-libnath; it turned toward the 



sunrising to Beth-dagon, and reached to Zebulun,  to the valley of Jiphthah-el 


toward the north side of Beth-emek and Neiel, and goes out to Cabul on the left 


hand, and Hebron, Rehob, Hammon, and Kanah, even unto great Zidon;  then the 


coast turns to Ramah, 
and to the strong (fortified) city of Tyre; and the coast turns 


to Hosah; and the outgoings (borders) thereof are at the sea from the coast to 


Achzib, Ummah, Aphek, and Rehob.

B.
The towns of Asher:  Twenty-two cities with their villages.


C.
This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Asher according to their 


families, these cities with their villages.
V.
The sixth lot: Naphtali.  (32-39)

The sixth lot came out to the children of Naphtali, even for the children of Naphtali 
according to their families.


A.
The territory of Naphtali. 


Their coast was from Heleph, from Allon to 
Zaanannim, and Adami, Nekeb, and 


Jabneel, unto Lakum; and the outgoings (borders) thereof were at Jordan: Then 


the coast turns westward to Aznoth-tabor, and goes out from there to Hukkok and 


reaches to Zebulun on the south side, to Asher on the west side, and to Judah upon 

Jordan toward the sunrising. The fenced cities are Ziddim, Zer,  Hammath, 


Rakkath, Chinnereth, Adamah, Ramah, Hazor, Kedesh,  Edrei, En-hazor, Iron, 


Migdal-el, Horem,  Beth-anath, and Beth-shemesh.

B.
The towns of Naphtali: Nineteen cities with their villages.


C.
This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Naphtali according to their 


families, the cities and their villages.

VI.
The seventh lot:  Dan.  (40-48)


The seventh lot came out for the tribe of the children of Dan according to their 
families.


A.
The territory and towns of Dan.


The coast of their inheritance was Zorah, Eshtaol, Ir-shemesh, Shaalabbin, Ajalon, 

Jethlah, Elon, Thimnathah, Ekron, Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Baalath, Jehud,  Bene-


berak,  Gath-rimmon,  Me-jarkon, and Rakkon with the border before Japho.

B.
And the coast of the children of Dan did not extend far enough for them: 


1
Therefore the children of Dan went up to fight against Leshem.



2.
They took it,  smote it with the edge of the sword,  possessed it, and dwelt 



therein.



3.
They called Leshem "Dan" after the name of Dan their father.


C.
This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Dan according to their 


families, these cities with their villages.

VII.
Joshua's inheritance.  (49-50)


A.
When they had made an end of dividing the land for an inheritance by their coasts, 

the children of Israel gave an inheritance to Joshua the son of Nun among them.

B.
According to the Word of the Lord they gave him the city for which he asked, 


even Timnath-serah in mount Ephraim: And he built the city, and dwelt therein.

VIII.
The division of land is concluded.  (51)


A.
These are the inheritances which Eleazar the priest, Joshua the son of Nun, 


and the heads of the fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel divided for an 


inheritance. They did it by casting lots in Shiloh before the Lord, at the door of the 

tabernacle of the congregation. 

B.
So they made an end of dividing the country.

Study questions on chapter 19:
1.
What is the subject of this chapter?  (introduction to the outline)
2.
One lot had been drawn previously(chapter 18). Whose lot was drawn second and 
recorded in verses 1-9?
3.
Whose lot was drawn third? (10-16)

4.
Whose lot was drawn fourth?  (17-23)

5.
Whose lot was drawn fifth?  (24-31)

6.
Whose lot was drawn sixth?  (32-39)

7.
Whose lot was drawn seventh?  (40-48)

8.
According to verses 49-50, who else was given an inheritance and where was it located?

9.
According to verse 51, who allocated the property to the tribes?

10.
What was concluded at the end of this chapter?  (51)

11.
Study the prophetic blessing given by Jacob in Genesis 48:1-49:27 to see how it relates to 
the allocation of the Promised Land.

12.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Joshua 20

1 The Lord also spake unto Joshua, saying,

2 Speak to the children of Israel, saying, Appoint out for you cities of refuge, whereof I spake unto you by the hand of Moses:

3 That the slayer that killeth any person unawares and unwittingly may flee thither: and they shall be your refuge from the avenger of blood.

4 And when he that doth flee unto one of those cities shall stand at the entering of the gate of the city, and shall declare his cause in the ears of the elders of that city, they shall take him into the city unto them, and give him a place, that he may dwell among them.

5 And if the avenger of blood pursue after him, then they shall not deliver the slayer up into his hand; because he smote his neighbour unwittingly, and hated him not beforetime.

6 And he shall dwell in that city, until he stand before the congregation for judgment, and until the death of the high priest that shall be in those days: then shall the slayer return, and come unto his own city, and unto his own house, unto the city from whence he fled.

7 And they appointed Kedesh in Galilee in mount Naphtali, and Shechem in mount Ephraim, and Kirjath-arba, which is Hebron, in the mountain of Judah.

8 And on the other side Jordan by Jericho eastward, they assigned Bezer in the wilderness upon the plain out of the tribe of Reuben, and Ramoth in Gilead out of the tribe of Gad, and Golan in Bashan out of the tribe of Manasseh.

9 These were the cities appointed for all the children of Israel, and for the stranger that sojourneth among them, that whosoever killeth any person at unawares might flee thither, and not die by the hand of the avenger of blood, until he stood before the congregation.

Outline 20:
(This chapter concerns the establishing of the cities of refuge. Under Old Testament law, if a person was murdered it was the responsibility of the nearest male relative to take revenge on the killer:  Numbers 35:16-21.  For accidental killings, however, the cities of refuge were established to provide safety to the offender.)

I.
Instructions concerning the cities of refuge.  (1-6)


A.
The Lord also spoke unto Joshua, saying: Speak to the children of Israel, saying, 


Appoint out for you cities of refuge, whereof I spoke unto you by the hand of 


Moses (Exodus 21:12-13).

B.
The slayer that kills any person unawares and unwittingly may flee there and the 


cities shall be your refuge from the avenger of blood.


C.
And when he that flees unto one of those cities shall stand at the entering of the 


gate of the city and shall declare his cause in the ears of the elders of that city, 


they shall take him into the city and give him a place that he may dwell among 


them.


D.
And if the avenger of blood pursues after him, then they shall not deliver the 


slayer into his hand because he smote his neighbor unintentionally and did not 


hate him before.  (It was an accidental killing, unprovoked and not premeditated.) 

E.
And he shall dwell in that city until he stands before the congregation for 



judgment and until the death of the high priest that shall be in those days:  Then 


shall the slayer return, and come unto his own city and  his own house, in 



the city from where he fled.  (This is similar to the statute of limitations of some 


judicial systems today which dictate that after a certain length of time, a person 


can no longer be prosecuted for a crime.) 
II.
The cities of refuge (three east of the river, three west of the river). (7-9)

A.
And they appointed in the mountains:



1.
Kedesh in Galilee in mount Naphtali.



2.
Shechem in mount Ephraim.



3.
Kirjath-arba, which is Hebron, in the mountain of Judah.


B.
And on the other side Jordan by Jericho eastward, they assigned:



1.
Bezer in the wilderness on the plain out of the tribe of Reuben.



2.
Ramoth in Gilead out of the tribe of Gad.



3.
Golan in Bashan out of the tribe of Manasseh.


C.
These were the cities appointed for all the children of Israel and for the stranger 


that dwelt among them, so that whoever killed any person unawares might 



flee there, and not die by the hand of the avenger of blood.


D.
The offender would remain there until he stood before the congregation (after the 


death of the high priest).
(A great spiritual analogy of the cities of refuge is that Jesus Christ is our refuge to whom we may flee to be saved from our sins.  The door to His grace and mercy is never closed.  In Old Testament times, when the high priest died, transgressors in a city of refuge were no longer judged guilty.  Likewise, a lost sinner is in danger of judgment because the wages of sin is death: Romans 6:23.  But because our High Priest, Jesus Christ, died in our place, when we repent we are no longer found guilty of sin whether our sin was intentional or not.  When we admit our guilt and confess our sins, we are cleansed from all unrighteousness. As in the cities of refuge, however, only those who take the initiative to flee to Christ can be saved.) 
Study questions on chapter 20:
1.
What did the Lord tell Joshua to do? (1-2)

2.
What was the purpose of these special cities?  (3)

3.
What was the person seeking refuge to do when he arrived at one of these cities?  (4)

4.
What was to be the response of the elders of the city to his plea?  (4)

5.
What was to happen if the avenger of blood pursued the person who had accidentally 
killed someone?  (5)

6.
How long would the slayer dwell in the city and what event would enable him to return 
home?  (6)

7.
What is listed in verses 7-8?

8.
Using verse 9, summarize the purpose of these cities. 

9.
Using the outline notes, compare the cities of refuge to your refuge, Jesus Christ.

10.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?
Joshua 21

1 Then came near the heads of the fathers of the Levites unto Eleazar the priest, and unto Joshua the son of Nun, and unto the heads of the fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel;

2 And they spake unto them at Shiloh in the land of Canaan, saying, The Lord commanded by the hand of Moses to give us cities to dwell in, with the suburbs thereof for our cattle.

3 And the children of Israel gave unto the Levites out of their inheritance, at the commandment of the Lord, these cities and their suburbs.

4 And the lot came out for the families of the Kohathites: and the children of Aaron the priest, which were of the Levites, had by lot out of the tribe of Judah, and out of the tribe of Simeon, and out of the tribe of Benjamin, thirteen cities.

5 And the rest of the children of Kohath had by lot out of the families of the tribe of Ephraim, and out of the tribe of Dan, and out of the half tribe of Manasseh, ten cities.

6 And the children of Gershon had by lot out of the families of the tribe of Issachar, and out of the tribe of Asher, and out of the tribe of Naphtali, and out of the half tribe of Manasseh in Bashan, thirteen cities.

7 The children of Merari by their families had out of the tribe of Reuben, and out of the tribe of Gad, and out of the tribe of Zebulun, twelve cities.

8 And the children of Israel gave by lot unto the Levites these cities with their suburbs, as the Lord commanded by the hand of Moses.

9 And they gave out of the tribe of the children of Judah, and out of the tribe of the children of Simeon, these cities which are here mentioned by name,

10 Which the children of Aaron, being of the families of the Kohathites, who were of the children of Levi, had: for theirs was the first lot.

11 And they gave them the city of Arba the father of Anak, which city is Hebron, in the hill country of Judah, with the suburbs thereof round about it.

12 But the fields of the city, and the villages thereof, gave they to Caleb the son of Jephunneh for his possession.

13 Thus they gave to the children of Aaron the priest Hebron with her suburbs, to be a city of refuge for the slayer; and Libnah with her suburbs,

14 And Jattir with her suburbs, and Eshtemoa with her suburbs,

15 And Holon with her suburbs, and Debir with her suburbs,

16 And Ain with her suburbs, and Juttah with her suburbs, and Beth-shemesh with her suburbs; nine cities out of those two tribes.

17 And out of the tribe of Benjamin, Gibeon with her suburbs, Geba with her suburbs,

18 Anathoth with her suburbs, and Almon with her suburbs; four cities.

19 All the cities of the children of Aaron, the priests, were thirteen cities with their suburbs.

20 And the families of the children of Kohath, the Levites which remained of the children of Kohath, even they had the cities of their lot out of the tribe of Ephraim.

21 For they gave them Shechem with her suburbs in mount Ephraim, to be a city of refuge for the slayer; and Gezer with her suburbs,

22 And Kibzaim with her suburbs, and Beth-horon with her suburbs; four cities.

23 And out of the tribe of Dan, Eltekeh with her suburbs, Gibbethon with her suburbs,

24 Aijalon with her suburbs, Gath-rimmon with her suburbs; four cities.

25 And out of the half tribe of Manasseh, Tanach with her suburbs, and Gath-rimmon with her suburbs; two cities.

26 All the cities were ten with their suburbs for the families of the children of Kohath that remained.

27 And unto the children of Gershon, of the families of the Levites, out of the other half tribe of Manasseh they gave Golan in Bashan with her suburbs, to be a city of refuge for the slayer; and Beesh-terah with her suburbs; two cities.

28 And out of the tribe of Issachar, Kishon with her suburbs, Dabareh with her suburbs,

29 Jarmuth with her suburbs, En-gannim with her suburbs; four cities.

30 And out of the tribe of Asher, Mishal with her suburbs, Abdon with her suburbs,

31 Helkath with her suburbs, and Rehob with her suburbs; four cities.

32 And out of the tribe of Naphtali, Kedesh in Galilee with her suburbs, to be a city of refuge for the slayer; and Hammoth-dor with her suburbs, and Kartan with her suburbs; three cities.

33 All the cities of the Gershonites according to their families were thirteen cities with their suburbs.

34 And unto the families of the children of Merari, the rest of the Levites, out of the tribe of Zebulun, Jokneam with her suburbs, and Kartah with her suburbs,

35 Dimnah with her suburbs, Nahalal with her suburbs; four cities.

36 And out of the tribe of Reuben, Bezer with her suburbs, and Jahazah with her suburbs,

37 Kedemoth with her suburbs, and Mephaath with her suburbs; four cities.

38 And out of the tribe of Gad, Ramoth in Gilead with her suburbs, to be a city of refuge for the slayer; and Mahanaim with her suburbs,

39 Heshbon with her suburbs, Jazer with her suburbs; four cities in all.

40 So all the cities for the children of Merari by their families, which were remaining of the families of the Levites, were by their lot twelve cities.

41 All the cities of the Levites within the possession of the children of Israel were forty and eight cities with their suburbs.

42 These cities were every one with their suburbs round about them: thus were all these cities.

43 And the Lord gave unto Israel all the land which he sware to give unto their fathers; and they possessed it, and dwelt therein.

44 And the Lord gave them rest round about, according to all that he sware unto their fathers: and there stood not a man of all their enemies before them; the Lord delivered all their enemies into their hand.

45 There failed not ought of any good thing which the Lord had spoken unto the house of Israel; all came to pass.

Outline 21:
(This chapter records the allocation of towns to the Levites and priests, who inherited no personal property in the Promised Land. They were scattered throughout the land of the twelve tribes to teach the Word, perform ceremonial functions, and govern the cities of refuge.) 

I.
Then the heads of the fathers of the Levites came unto Eleazar the priest, and unto Joshua 
the son of Nun, and unto the heads of the fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel.  

(1-2)


A.
They spoke unto them at Shiloh in the land of Canaan, saying: The Lord 



commanded by the hand of Moses to give us cities to dwell in, with the suburbs 


thereof for our cattle.  

B.
So the Israelites obeyed the Lord's command to Moses and assigned these towns 


and pasturelands to the Levites by casting sacred lots. 

II.
And the children of Israel gave unto the clans of the Levites out of their inheritance, at the 
commandment of the Lord, these cities and their suburbs.  (3-22)

A.
Allotments to the Kohathite clan of Levites.



1.
The descendants of Aaron, who were members of the Kohathite clan 



within the tribe of Levi, were given thirteen towns that were originally 



assigned to the tribes of Judah, Simeon, and Benjamin. 


2.
The other families of the Kohathite clan were allotted ten towns from the 



territories of Ephraim, Dan, and the half-tribe of Manasseh. 


B.
Allotments to the Gerhson clan of Levites.



The clan of Gershon received thirteen towns from the tribes of Issachar, Asher, 


Naphtali, and the half-tribe of Manasseh in Bashan. 


C.
Allotments to the Merari clan of Levites:  The clan of Merari received twelve 


cities from the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Zebulun. 


D.
Allotments to the Kohathite clan of Levites from the tribes of Judah and Simeon.



1.
The Israelites gave the following towns from the tribes of Judah and 



Simeon to the descendants of Aaron, who were members of the Kohathite 



clan within the tribe of Levi, since the sacred lot fell to them first:  



a.
They gave them the city of Arba, the father of Anak, which city is 




Hebron in the hill country of Judah, along with its surrounding 




pasturelands.  



b.
But the fields beyond the city and the surrounding villages were 




given to Caleb son of Jephunneh. 



2.
The following towns with their pasturelands were given to the descendants 


of Aaron, the priest, from Judah and Simeon: Hebron--a city of refuge for 



those who accidentally killed someone--plus Libnah,  Jattir, Eshtemoa, 



Holon, Debir, Ain, Juttah, and Beth-shemesh:  Nine towns from these two 



tribes. 



3.
The following towns with their pasurelands were given to the priests from 



the tribe of Benjamin: Gibeon, Geba, Anathoth, and Almon:  Four towns, 






4.
This made a total of 13 towns given to the priests, the descendants of 



Aaron. 

E.
The rest of the Kohathite clan from the tribe of Levi was allotted these towns and 


pasturelands from the tribe of Ephraim: Shechem--a city of refuge for those who 


accidentally killed someone--plus Gezer, Kibzaim, and Beth-horon:  Four towns.

III.
The following towns and pasturelands were allotted to the priests.  (23-40)


A.
To the priests of the Kohathite clan:



1.
From the tribe of Dan: Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Aijalon, and Gath-rimmon:  



Four towns.



2.
From the half-tribe of Manasseh:  Taanach and Gath-rimmon:  Two towns 



with their pasturelands.  


3.
Ten towns with their pasturelands were given to the rest of the priests of 



the Kohathite clan. 


B.
To the priests who were descendants of Gershon, another clan within the tribe of 


Levi:


1.
From the half-tribe of Manasseh they received the following towns and 



pasturelands: Golan in Bashan--a city of refuge--and Be-eshterah. 



2.
From the tribe of Issachar they received Kishion, Daberath, Jarmuth, and 



En-gannim:  Four towns with their pasturelands. 



3.
From the tribe of Asher they received Mishal, Abdon, Helkath, and Rehob 



Four towns and their pasturelands. 



4.
From the tribe of Naphtali they received Kedesh in Galilee--a city of 



refuge--plus Hammoth-dor and Kartan:  Three towns with their 




pasturelands. 



5.
A total of thirteen towns and their pasturelands were allotted to the clan of 



Gershon. 


C.
Priests from the Levite clan of Merari were given the following towns:



1.
From the tribe of Zebulun they received Jokneam, Kartah, Dimnah, and 



Nahalal:  Four towns with their pasturelands. 



2.
From the tribe of Reuben they received Bezer, Jahaz, Kedemoth, and 



Mephaath: Four towns with their pasturelands. 



3.
From the tribe of Gad they received Ramoth in Gilead--a city of refuge--



plus Mahanaim, Heshbon, and Jazer:  Four towns with their pasturelands. 
IV.
The final tally.  (41-42)


All the cities of the Levites and priests within the possession of the children of 


Israel were 48 towns with their suburbs.

-Thirteen towns are located in the tribes of Judah, Simeon, and Benjamin.


-Ten towns are located in the tribes of Ephraim, Dan, and the half-tribe of Manasseh.


-Thirteen towns are located in the tribes of Isaachar, Asher, Naphtali, and the other half- 
  tribe of Manasseh.


-Twelve towns are located in the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Zeubulun.

V.
Conclusion of the conquering and allocation of the land.  (43-45)


A.
And the Lord gave unto Israel all the land which He swore to give unto their 


fathers, and they possessed it, and dwelt therein. 

B.
And the Lord gave them rest round about, according to all that He swore unto 


their fathers.


C.
Not one man of all their enemies stood before them; the Lord delivered all their 


enemies into their hand.


D.
Not one thing failed of any good thing which the Lord had spoken unto 



the house of Israel:  All came to pass.


(God is faithful to His promises.  Someday you will look back over your life and realize 
that all that the Lord promised you has been fulfilled.  Not one thing will fail.)
Study questions on chapter 21:
1.
Who approached Joshua and Eleazar in verse 1?

2.
What was their request?  (2)

3.
How was the request answered?  (3)

4.
According to Moses, how was the property to be distributed?  (3 and 8)

5.
What is the subject of verses 3-40?

6.
According to verses 41-42, what was the total number of cities given to the Levites?

7.
According to verse 43, what did the Lord give to Israel?

8.
What do you learn about the promises made by God to Israel?  (43-45)

9.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Joshua 22

1 Then Joshua called the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh,

2 And said unto them, Ye have kept all that Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, and have obeyed my voice in all that I commanded you:

3 Ye have not left your brethren these many days unto this day, but have kept the charge of the commandment of the Lord your God.

4 And now the Lord your God hath given rest unto your brethren, as he promised them: therefore now return ye, and get you unto your tents, and unto the land of your possession, which Moses the servant of the Lord gave you on the other side Jordan.

5 But take diligent heed to do the commandment and the law, which Moses the servant of the Lord charged you, to love the Lord your God, and to walk in all his ways, and to keep his commandments, and to cleave unto him, and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul.

6 So Joshua blessed them, and sent them away: and they went unto their tents.

7 Now to the one half of the tribe of Manasseh Moses had given possession in Bashan: but unto the other half thereof gave Joshua among their brethren on this side Jordan westward. And when Joshua sent them away also unto their tents, then he blessed them,

8 And he spake unto them, saying, Return with much riches unto your tents, and with very much cattle, with silver, and with gold, and with brass, and with iron, and with very much raiment: divide the spoil of your enemies with your brethren.

9 And the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh returned, and departed from the children of Israel out of Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan, to go unto the country of Gilead, to the land of their possession, whereof they were possessed, according to the word of the Lord by the hand of Moses.

10 And when they came unto the borders of Jordan, that are in the land of Canaan, the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh built there an altar by Jordan, a great altar to see to.

11 And the children of Israel heard say, Behold, the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh have built an altar over against the land of Canaan, in the borders of Jordan, at the passage of the children of Israel.

12 And when the children of Israel heard of it, the whole congregation of the children of Israel gathered themselves together at Shiloh, to go up to war against them.

13 And the children of Israel sent unto the children of Reuben, and to the children of Gad, and to the half tribe of Manasseh, into the land of Gilead, Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest,

14 And with him ten princes, of each chief house a prince throughout all the tribes of Israel; and each one was an head of the house of their fathers among the thousands of Israel.

15 And they came unto the children of Reuben, and to the children of Gad, and to the half tribe of Manasseh, unto the land of Gilead, and they spake with them, saying,

16 Thus saith the whole congregation of the Lord, What trespass is this that ye have committed against the God of Israel, to turn away this day from following the Lord, in that ye have builded you an altar, that ye might rebel this day against the Lord?

17 Is the iniquity of Peor too little for us, from which we are not cleansed until this day, although there was a plague in the congregation of the Lord,

18 But that ye must turn away this day from following the Lord? and it will be, seeing ye rebel to day against the Lord, that to morrow he will be wroth with the whole congregation of Israel.

19 Notwithstanding, if the land of your possession be unclean, then pass ye over unto the land of the possession of the Lord, wherein the Lord's tabernacle dwelleth, and take possession among us: but rebel not against the Lord, nor rebel against us, in building you an altar beside the altar of the Lord our God.

20 Did not Achan the son of Zerah commit a trespass in the accursed thing, and wrath fell on all the congregation of Israel? and that man perished not alone in his iniquity.

21 Then the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh answered, and said unto the heads of the thousands of Israel,

22 The Lord God of gods, the Lord God of gods, he knoweth, and Israel he shall know; if it be in rebellion, or if in transgression against the Lord, (save us not this day,)

23 That we have built us an altar to turn from following the Lord, or if to offer thereon burnt offering or meat offering, or if to offer peace offerings thereon, let the Lord himself require it;

24 And if we have not rather done it for fear of this thing, saying, In time to come your children might speak unto our children, saying, What have ye to do with the Lord God of Israel?

25 For the Lord hath made Jordan a border between us and you, ye children of Reuben and children of Gad; ye have no part in the Lord: so shall your children make our children cease from fearing the Lord.

26 Therefore we said, Let us now prepare to build us an altar, not for burnt offering, nor for sacrifice:

27 But that it may be a witness between us, and you, and our generations after us, that we might do the service of the Lord before him with our burnt offerings, and with our sacrifices, and with our peace offerings; that your children may not say to our children in time to come, Ye have no part in the Lord.

28 Therefore said we, that it shall be, when they should so say to us or to our generations in time to come, that we may say again, Behold the pattern of the altar of the Lord, which our fathers made, not for burnt offerings, nor for sacrifices; but it is a witness between us and you.

29 God forbid that we should rebel against the Lord, and turn this day from following the Lord, to build an altar for burnt offerings, for meat offerings, or for sacrifices, beside the altar of the Lord our God that is before his tabernacle.

30 And when Phinehas the priest, and the princes of the congregation and heads of the thousands of Israel which were with him, heard the words that the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the children of Manasseh spake, it pleased them.

31 And Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest said unto the children of Reuben, and to the children of Gad, and to the children of Manasseh, This day we perceive that the Lord is among us, because ye have not committed this trespass against the Lord: now ye have delivered the children of Israel out of the hand of the Lord.

32 And Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, and the princes, returned from the children of Reuben, and from the children of Gad, out of the land of Gilead, unto the land of Canaan, to the children of Israel, and brought them word again.

33 And the thing pleased the children of Israel; and the children of Israel blessed God, and did not intend to go up against them in battle, to destroy the land wherein the children of Reuben and Gad dwelt.

34 And the children of Reuben and the children of Gad called the altar Ed: for it shall be a witness between us that the Lord is God.

Outline 22:

(The eastern tribes of Gad, Ruben, and Manasseh, who helped in the conquest of the Promised Land, are given permission to return to their inheritance.  Dissention arises over an altar built by these tribes, but is resolved when they explain their motive to the other tribes west of Jordan.)
I.
Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh are sent to their inheritance.  (1-9)


A.
Then Joshua called the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh 


and said unto them:  



1.  
You have kept all that Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, and 


have obeyed my voice in all that I commanded you.



a.
You have not left your brethren (the other tribes) these many days 




unto this day.




b.
You have kept the charge of the commandment of the Lord 
your 




God.




c.
And now the Lord your God has given rest unto your brethren, as 




He promised them.



2.
Therefore now return unto your tents and unto the land of your possession, 


which Moses the servant of the Lord gave you on the other side of Jordan.



3.
But take diligent heed to do the commandment and the law which Moses, 



the servant of the Lord, charged you:




a.
To love the Lord your God.




b.
To walk in all His ways.




c.
To keep His commandments.




d.
To cleave (hold fast) unto Him.




e.
To serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul.


(To the Jews, the word "soul" meant the longing, desiring, and striving part of 


their personality.  The word "heart" referred to  planning, understanding, 



judgment, and will.  Joshua was telling the people that they should love and serve 


God as an act of their mind, will, and emotions--their whole being--as so should 


we.)


4.
So Joshua blessed them, and sent them away: And they went unto their 



tents.

B.
Now to the one-half of the tribe of Manasseh, Moses had given possession in 


Bashan: But unto the other half Joshua gave land among their brethren on this side 

of Jordan westward. 

C.
And when Joshua sent them away unto their tents, he blessed them and he 



told them: Return with much riches unto your tents, with much cattle, silver, gold, 

brass, iron, and raiment: Divide the spoil of your enemies among your brethren.

D.
And the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half-tribe of 



Manasseh departed from the children of Israel out of Shiloh, which is in the land 


of Canaan, to go unto the country of Gilead, to the land of their possession, 


which they inherited according to the Word of the Lord by the hand of Moses.

II.
Dissention over an altar.  (10-29)


A.
The altar is built: 


And when they came unto the borders of Jordan that are in the land of Canaan, 


the children of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh built a great altar 


there by Jordan.  (Somewhere near where they built this altar was the stone 


memorial that recalled the miraculous passing over of the Jordan River.  The 


stones of witness were ordained by God.  The altar built by these tribes was a 


monument raised by man.)

B.
Dissention over the altar.



1.
And the children of Israel heard that the children of Reuben, Gad and the 



half-tribe of Manasseh built an altar over against the land of Canaan, in the 


borders of Jordan, at the passage of the children of Israel (near where they 



had crossed over).



2.
When the children of Israel heard of it, the whole congregation of the 



children of Israel gathered themselves together at Shiloh, to go up to war 



against them.  (They thought the altar was to be used for sacrifice, 




contrary to the law of God.  It is wise not rush to judgment without 



hearing the facts:  Proverbs 18:13.  Do not take action until you can do so 


from a 
position of knowing.) 


3.
The children of Israel sent a delegation unto these tribes in Gilead.  It 



included Phinehas, the son of Eleazar the priest, and  ten princes from 



throughout all the tribes of Israel--each one was a head of the house of 



their fathers among the thousands of Israel.



4.
They came unto the children of Reuben, and to the children of Gad, and to 



the half-tribe of Manasseh, unto the land of Gilead, and they spoke with 



them saying: Thus says the whole congregation of the Lord:




a.
What trespass is this that you have committed against the God of 




Israel, to turn away this day from following the Lord, in that you 




have built an altar, that you might rebel this day against the Lord?




b.
Is the iniquity of Peor too little for us?  We still suffer the effects of 



this sin until this day, although there was a plague in the 





congregation of the Lord.  Knowing this, why must you turn away 




this day from following the Lord?   (Read about the sin at Peor in 




Numbers 25:1-9.  They were reminding them of this great sin and 




its effects and wondering why they had not learned from it.)




c.
And will it be, seeing you rebel today against the Lord, that 





tomorrow He will be angry with the whole congregation of Israel?



d.
If the land of your possession be unclean, then pass over unto the 




land of the possession of the Lord, wherein the Lord's tabernacle 




dwells, and take possession among us: But do not rebel against the 




Lord, nor rebel against us, in building you an altar beside the altar 




of the Lord our God.




e.
Did not Achan, the son of Zerah, commit a trespass in the accursed 



thing and wrath fell on all the congregation of Israel? And that 




man did not perish alone in his iniquity  (Joshua 7).



(Israel had learned from past experiences how individual sin affects the 



corporate body. They feared that they would be chastened because God 



was displeased with the altar that had been erected by the eastern tribes.)


C.
The explanation of the altar.



Then the children of Reuben, Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh answered and 


said unto the heads of the thousands of Israel:


1.
The Lord God of gods knows and Israel shall know!




a.
If this altar be in rebellion in transgression against the Lord--let us 




not be saved this day.



b.
If we have built us an altar to turn from following the Lord, or to 




offer thereon burnt offerings, meat offerings, or to offer peace 




offerings thereon, let the Lord Himself require it.


2.
This is why we built the altar: 




a.
In times to come your children might speak unto our children, 




saying, "What have you to do with the Lord God of Israel?  For the 



Lord has made Jordan a border between us and you, you children 




of Reuben and children of Gad.  You have no part in the Lord"--so 




shall your children make our children cease from fearing the Lord.




b.
Therefore we said, Let us now build us an altar, not for burnt 




offering nor for sacrifice, but so that this altar may be a witness 




between us and you and our generations after us, that we might do 




the service of the Lord before Him with our burnt offerings, our 




sacrifices, and our peace offerings.  So that your children may not 




say to our children in times to come, You have no part in the Lord.




c.
Therefore we said, that it shall be when they should say this to us 




or to our generations in times to come, that we may respond saying, 



Behold the pattern (replica) of the altar of the Lord, which our 




fathers made.  It is not for burnt offerings nor for sacrifices, but is 




a witness between us and you (the tribes east of Jordan and those 




west of Jordan).


3.
God forbid that we should rebel against the Lord and turn this day from 



following the Lord to build an altar for burnt offerings, for meat offerings, 



or for sacrifices, beside the altar of the Lord our God that is before His 



tabernacle.


D.
Resolution of the dissention over the altar.  (30-34)



1.
And when Phinehas the priest, the princes of the congregation, and the



heads of the thousands of Israel which were with him heard the words that 



the children of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh spoke, it pleased them.



2.
And Phinehas, the son of Eleazar the priest, said unto the children of 



Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh:




a.
This day we perceive that the Lord is among us, because you have 




not committed this trespass against the Lord.




b.
Now you have delivered the children of Israel out of the hand of 




the Lord.



3.
And Phinehas, the son of Eleazar the priest, and the princes returned from 



the land of the tribes in Gilead unto the land of Canaan to bring word to 



the children of Israel.



4.
And the thing pleased the children of Israel, and they blessed God, and did 


not intend to go up against them in battle to destroy the land wherein the 



children of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh dwelt.



5.
And the children of Reuben, Gad, and Manassah called the altar Ed: 



For it shall be a witness between us that the Lord is God.

(The allotment of land to the tribes east of Jordan was made on the basis of their own request of Moses years previously.  There is no question that Canaan was God's appointed land for all of His people, but these tribes made a decision on the basis of material gain rather than spiritual values.  The land east of the Jordan was ideal for raising cattle and they could settle down sooner than the other tribes. Their decision was similar to that made by Lot in Genesis 13:10-11 when he pitched his tent near the ungodly city of Sodom.  In both examples, the decisions were made on the basis of carnal reasoning rather than by faith.  By remaining east of Canaan, the people of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh divided the nation of Israel and separated themselves from the blessings of the land of Canaan.  They lived closer to the enemy and farther away from the tabernacle.  They are symbolic of "borderline believers" who know God, but  fall short of their spiritual inheritance and live a "settled-for" life.  They dwell closer to the world than to the house of God and the people of God.  They worship at a bloodless, powerless altar and settle for religion instead of true relationship. The altar of Ed was intended as a spiritual legacy, but instead it symbolized a division between these tribes and the other tribes of Israel.)

Study questions on chapter 22:
1.
For whom did Joshua call in verse 1?

2.
For what did Joshua commend these tribes?  (2)

3.
What did Joshua tell these tribes to do?  (2-4)

4.
Using verse 5, list the commandments Joshua gave these tribes regarding their 
commitment to the Lord.

5.
Where did Joshua send these tribes?  (6)

6.
Where was the land of the tribes of Manasseh and Ephraim located?  (7 and Supplemental 
Study Seven)

7.
What did Joshua tell the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh to do? (8)
8.
To where did the tribes of Rueben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh return?  (9)

9.
What did the tribes of Rueben, Gad, and Manasseh do that angered the other tribes?

(10-11)
10.
Where did Israel gather and what did they intend to do?  (12)

11.
Who was sent to the tribes of Rueben, Gad, and Manasseh and what message did they 
take to them?  (13-15)

12.
What questions did the delegates ask the three tribes concerning the altar they had built?  
(16-17, and 20)

13.
What two historical examples did the delegates use regarding Israel's past sins?  See verse 
17 , Numbers 25:1-9; 20, and Joshua 7.

14.
What did they accuse the three tribes of doing?  (18)

15.
What suggestion did they make to the three tribes in verse 19?

16.
Summarize the response of the three tribes to the children of Israel.  (outline and 23-29)



-Did they plan to offer burnt, meat, and peace offerings on this altar?



-What was their reason for building this altar?



-What purpose did they think the altar would serve in future generations?  



-Were the three tribes doing this as an act of rebellion?  If so why, and if not, why 

 
  not?

17.
What was the response of Phinehas and the congregation when they heard the explanation 
concerning the altar erected by the three tribes?  (30-31)

18.
Where did Phinehas and the princes go after this meeting and what message did they take 
with them?  (32)

19.
What was the response of the children of Israel to the news brought by Phinehas and the 
princes?  (33)

20.
What was the altar erected by the three tribes named and what did the name mean?  (34)

21.
Using the outline, explain the problems associated with this altar. 

22.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

JOSHUA'S FAREWELL ADDRESS AND DEATH

Chapters 23-24
Joshua 23

1 And it came to pass a long time after that the Lord had given rest unto Israel from all their enemies round about, that Joshua waxed old and stricken in age.

2 And Joshua called for all Israel, and for their elders, and for their heads, and for their judges, and for their officers, and said unto them, I am old and stricken in age:

3 And ye have seen all that the Lord your God hath done unto all these nations because of you; for the Lord your God is he that hath fought for you.

4 Behold, I have divided unto you by lot these nations that remain, to be an inheritance for your tribes, from Jordan, with all the nations that I have cut off, even unto the great sea westward.

5 And the Lord your God, he shall expel them from before you, and drive them from out of your sight; and ye shall possess their land, as the Lord your God hath promised unto you.

6 Be ye therefore very courageous to keep and to do all that is written in the book of the law of Moses, that ye turn not aside therefrom to the right hand or to the left;

7 That ye come not among these nations, these that remain among you; neither make mention of the name of their gods, nor cause to swear by them, neither serve them, nor bow yourselves unto them:

8 But cleave unto the Lord your God, as ye have done unto this day.

9 For the Lord hath driven out from before you great nations and strong: but as for you, no man hath been able to stand before you unto this day.

10 One man of you shall chase a thousand: for the Lord your God, he it is that fighteth for you, as he hath promised you.

11 Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that ye love the Lord your God.

12 Else if ye do in any wise go back, and cleave unto the remnant of these nations, even these that remain among you, and shall make marriages with them, and go in unto them, and they to you:

13 Know for a certainty that the Lord your God will no more drive out any of these nations from before you; but they shall be snares and traps unto you, and scourges in your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye perish from off this good land which the Lord your God hath given you.

14 And, behold, this day I am going the way of all the earth: and ye know in all your hearts and in all your souls, that not one thing hath failed of all the good things which the Lord your God spake concerning you; all are come to pass unto you, and not one thing hath failed thereof.

15 Therefore it shall come to pass, that as all good things are come upon you, which the Lord your God promised you; so shall the Lord bring upon you all evil things, until he have destroyed you from off this good land which the Lord your God hath given you.

16 When ye have transgressed the covenant of the Lord your God, which he commanded you, and have gone and served other gods, and bowed yourselves to them; then shall the anger of the Lord be kindled against you, and ye shall perish quickly from off the good land which he hath given unto you.

Outline 23:

(Joshua's farewell speech:  Part One.  This chapter occurs approximately 20 years after the events recorded in chapter 22.)

I.
The aged Joshua.  (1)


And it came to pass a long time after the Lord had given rest unto Israel from all their 
enemies round about, that Joshua was old and stricken in age. 
II.
Joshua calls an assembly.  (2)


And Joshua called for all Israel and for their elders, their heads, their judges, and their 
officers.

III.
Joshua's farewell speech:  Part One.  (2-16)


And Joshua said unto them:  I am old and stricken in age.


A.
Looking back:



1.
You have seen all that the Lord your God has done unto all these nations 



because of you.



2.
For the Lord your God is He that has fought for you.



3.
Behold, I have divided unto you by lot these nations that remain, to be an 



inheritance for your tribes, from Jordan, with all the nations that I have cut 


off, even unto the great sea westward.


B.
Looking ahead:



1.
And the Lord your God shall expel them from before you and drive
them 



from out of your sight.



2.
You shall possess their land, as the Lord your God has promised unto you.



3.
Be therefore very courageous to keep and to do all that is written in the 



book of the law of Moses, so that you do not turn aside from it to the right 



hand or to the left. (They were to abide by the Word of God, which at that 



time consisted of the law of Moses.)

C.
Looking around:


1.
Do not mix among these nations that remain among you.



2.
Do not make mention of the name of their gods, nor swear by them, 



neither serve them, nor bow yourselves unto them.



3.
But cleave (cling, as in a marriage relationship) unto the Lord your God, 



as you have done unto this day.



4.
For the Lord has driven out from before you great and strong nations: But 



as for you, no man has been able to stand before you unto this day.




a.
One man of you shall chase a thousand.




b.
For the Lord your God, He it is that fights for you, as He has 




promised you.




c.
Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that you love the Lord 




your God.


(Believers today are called to similar separation from the world: 1 Corinthians 5:9-11; 
2 Corinthians 6:14-18.  We are not to be unequally yoked with unbelievers. We are to be 
separated, but not isolated because in order to minister to people in the world we must 
have contact with them:  Matthew 9:11-13 and John 17:14-16. Separation is not the same 
as isolation.)


5.
A warning against ungodly alliances: If you do in any wise go back and 



cleave 
unto the remnant of these nations, even these that remain among 



you, and shall make marriages with them, and go in unto them and they 



to you then:




a.
Know for a certainty that the Lord your God will no more drive out 



any of 
these nations from before you.




b.
Know for a certainty that they shall be snares and traps unto you, 




scourges in your sides, and thorns in your eyes until you perish 




from off this good land which the Lord your God has given you.


D.
Looking up:  The faithfulness of God.



1.
Behold, this day I am going the way of all the earth.



2.
You know in all your hearts and in all your souls that not one thing has 



failed of all the good things which the Lord your God spoke concerning 



you.



3.
All are come to pass unto you, and not one thing has failed.


E.
Looking out:  The peril of prosperity.  (One can be as easily defeated by 


prosperity as by trials.) 



1.
Therefore it shall come to pass, that as all good things are come upon you, 



which the Lord your God promised you; so shall the Lord bring upon you 



all evil things, 
until He has destroyed you from off this good land which 



the Lord your God has given you.



2.
When you have transgressed the covenant of the Lord your God, which He 


commanded you, and have gone and served other gods, and bowed 




yourselves to them, then shall the anger of the Lord be kindled against you, 


and you shall perish quickly from off the good land which He has given 



unto you.



(Prophetically this was fulfilled when Israel went into Babylonian and Assyrian 


captivity because they had repeatedly turned from God and refused to repent.)
Study questions on chapter 23:
1.
What were conditions like in Israel at the opening of this chapter?  (1)

2.
What do you learn about Joshua in verse 1?

3.
Who did Joshua meet with, according to verse 2?

4.
What did Joshua declare about God's faithfulness to Israel in verse 3?

5.
According to verse 4, what task had not been completed?

6.
According to verse 5, who expelled the enemy from the Promised Land?

7.
Summarize the admonitions in verses 6-8.  What were Joshua's main concerns?
8.
According to verse 9, what had God done for Israel?

9.
What is the promise recorded in verse 10?

10.
Of what does Joshua tell the people to take heed?  (11)

11.
Using verses 12-13, summarize what would happen if Israel failed to separate themselves 
from the heathen nations around them and rid the land of them.

12.
What does Joshua reveal in the first part of verse 14 regarding his future?

13.
What does Joshua remind the people of in verse 14?
14.
Describe the contrasts in verses 15-16. What would happen if Israel followed the Lord?  
What would happen if they did not?

15.
Review this chapter again and make note of each time the words nation or nations is 
mentioned.  How many times are these words used?  What was Joshua trying to 
emphasize? 

16.
Using the outline, explain what separation means.  Are believers to be isolated from the 
world?  Is separation the same as isolation?
17.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Joshua 24

1 And Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and called for the elders of Israel, and for their heads, and for their judges, and for their officers; and they presented themselves before God.

2 And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood in old time, even Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of Nachor: and they served other gods.

3 And I took your father Abraham from the other side of the flood, and led him throughout all the land of Canaan, and multiplied his seed, and gave him Isaac.

4 And I gave unto Isaac Jacob and Esau: and I gave unto Esau mount Seir, to possess it; but Jacob and his children went down into Egypt.

5 I sent Moses also and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt, according to that which I did among them: and afterward I brought you out.

6 And I brought your fathers out of Egypt: and ye came unto the sea; and the Egyptians pursued after your fathers with chariots and horsemen unto the Red sea.

7 And when they cried unto the Lord, he put darkness between you and the Egyptians, and brought the sea upon them, and covered them; and your eyes have seen what I have done in Egypt: and ye dwelt in the wilderness a long season.

8 And I brought you into the land of the Amorites, which dwelt on the other side Jordan; and they fought with you: and I gave them into your hand, that ye might possess their land; and I destroyed them from before you.

9 Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and warred against Israel, and sent and called Balaam the son of Beor to curse you:

10 But I would not hearken unto Balaam; therefore he blessed you still: so I delivered you out of his hand.

11 And ye went over Jordan, and came unto Jericho: and the men of Jericho fought against you, the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites; and I delivered them into your hand.

12 And I sent the hornet before you, which drave them out from before you, even the two kings of the Amorites; but not with thy sword, nor with thy bow.

13 And I have given you a land for which ye did not labour, and cities which ye built not, and ye dwell in them; of the vineyards and oliveyards which ye planted not do ye eat.

14 Now therefore fear the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the Lord.

15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.

16 And the people answered and said, God forbid that we should forsake the Lord, to serve other gods;

17 For the Lord our God, he it is that brought us up and our fathers out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, and which did those great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the way wherein we went, and among all the people through whom we passed:

18 And the Lord drave out from before us all the people, even the Amorites which dwelt in the land: therefore will we also serve the Lord; for he is our God.

19 And Joshua said unto the people, Ye cannot serve the Lord: for he is an holy God; he is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions nor your sins.

20 If ye forsake the Lord, and serve strange gods, then he will turn and do you hurt, and consume you, after that he hath done you good.

21 And the people said unto Joshua, Nay; but we will serve the Lord.

22 And Joshua said unto the people, Ye are witnesses against yourselves that ye have chosen you the Lord, to serve him. And they said, We are witnesses.

23 Now therefore put away, said he, the strange gods which are among you, and incline your heart unto the Lord God of Israel.

24 And the people said unto Joshua, The Lord our God will we serve, and his voice will we obey.

25 So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and set them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem.

26 And Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of God, and took a great stone, and set it up there under an oak, that was by the sanctuary of the Lord.

27 And Joshua said unto all the people, Behold, this stone shall be a witness unto us; for it hath heard all the words of the Lord which he spake unto us: it shall be therefore a witness unto you, lest ye deny your God.

28 So Joshua let the people depart, every man unto his inheritance.

29 And it came to pass after these things, that Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died, being an hundred and ten years old.

30 And they buried him in the border of his inheritance in Timnath-serah, which is in mount Ephraim, on the north side of the hill of Gaash.

31 And Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders that overlived Joshua, and which had known all the works of the Lord, that he had done for Israel.

32 And the bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel brought up out of Egypt, buried they in Shechem, in a parcel of ground which Jacob bought of the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for an hundred pieces of silver: and it became the inheritance of the children of Joseph.

33 And Eleazar the son of Aaron died; and they buried him in a hill that pertained to Phinehas his son, which was given him in mount Ephraim.

Outline 24:
(Joshua's farewell speech: Part Two.  The chapter also records the death of Joshua, the burial of Joseph's bones brought up from Egypt, and the death and burial of Eleazor.  This chapter concludes the book of Joshua.)
I.
A solemn assembly.  (1)


A.
And Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and called for the elders 


of Israel, for their heads, for their judges, and for their officers.



(Shechem was a revered place.  It is where Abraham was promised the land:  


Genesis 12:6-7.  It is where Jacob built an altar and put away his idols:  Genesis 


35:1-4.)


B.
And they presented themselves before God.

II.
A review of what God had done.  (2-13)


And Joshua said unto all the people: Thus says the Lord God of Israel:


A.
In the days of Abraham.


1.
Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood in old times, even Terah, 



the father of Abraham and the father of Nachor: And they served other 



gods.  (This verse reveals why God called Abraham to depart from where 



he lived:  The people were idolaters.) 


2.
And I took your father, Abraham, from the other side of the flood, led 



him throughout all the land of Canaan, multiplied his seed, and gave 



him Isaac.



3.
And I gave unto Isaac two sons,  Jacob and Esau: 



a.
And I gave unto Esau Mount Seir to possess.




b.
But Jacob and his children went down into Egypt.


B.
In the days of Moses.


1.
I sent Moses and Aaron and I plagued Egypt, according to that which I did 



among them.


2.
And afterward I brought you and your fathers out of Egypt: 



a.
You came to the sea; and the Egyptians pursued after your fathers 




with chariots and horsemen unto the Red Sea.




b.
And when they cried unto the Lord, He put darkness between you 




and the Egyptians, and brought the sea upon them, and covered 




them.




c.
And your eyes have seen what I have done in Egypt.


3.
And you dwelt in the wilderness a long season.



4
And I brought you into the land of the Amorites, which dwelt on the other 



side Jordan, and they fought with you: And I gave them into your hand, 



that you might possess their land, and I destroyed them from before you.



5.
Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and warred against 



Israel, and sent and called Balaam, the son of Beor, to curse you:




a.
But I would not hearken unto Balaam.




b.
Therefore he blessed you still.




c.
So I delivered you out of his hand.


C.
In the days of Joshua.


1.
And you went over Jordan and came unto Jericho:  And the men of 



Jericho fought against you.



2.
I have delivered the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, 



the Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites into your hand.



3.
And I sent the hornet which drove them out from before you--even the two 


kings of the Amorites--but not with your sword, nor with your bow.



4.
And I have given you a land for which you did not labor, and cities which 



you did not build, and you dwell in them; of the vineyards and olive yards 



which you did not plant but of which you eat.
III.
A challenge to commitment.  (14-24)


A.
Now therefore fear the Lord and serve Him in sincerity and in truth.

 

1.
Put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the flood 



and in Egypt and serve the Lord.



2.
And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, choose you this day whom 



you will serve:




a.
Whether it be the gods which your fathers served that were on the 




other side of the flood or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land 




you dwell.




b.
But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.


(In his farewell speech, Moses gave the people a choice also:  Deuteronomy 


30:15,19.  Who you choose to serve affects not only you personally, but your 


immediate family and future generations also.  If you do not choose to serve God, 


by default you are choosing the enemy: Mark 16:13.)


B.
And the people answered and said: God forbid that we should forsake the Lord, to 

serve other gods. 


1.
For the Lord our God, He it is that:




a.
Brought us and our fathers up out of the land of Egypt, from the 




house of bondage.




b.
Did those great signs in our sight.




c.
Preserved us in all the way wherein we went and among all the 




people through whom we passed.



d.
Drove out from before us all the people, even the Amorites 
which 




dwelt in the land.



2.
Therefore will we also serve the Lord; for He is our God.


C.
And Joshua said unto the people:



1.
You cannot serve the Lord because: 



a.
He is an holy God.




b.
He is a jealous God.




c.
He will not forgive your transgressions nor your sins.



2.
If you forsake the Lord and serve strange gods, then He will turn and do 



you hurt, and consume you, after He has done you good.


(Joshua was warning them that, in themselves, Israel could not serve God.  As long as 
they served idols and continued to turn away from God, there would be no forgiveness. 
The same is true for us.  We cannot serve God through self-effort and as long as we 

refuse to repent and continue to serve other "gods", there is no salvation.)


D.
And the people said unto Joshua:  No, but we will serve the Lord.


E.
And Joshua said unto the people: You are witnesses against yourselves that you 


have chosen the Lord, to serve Him. And they said, We are witnesses.


(Witnesses were necessary to confirm any binding transaction.  Today, we are His 

witnesses confirming the truth of His life, death, and resurrection to the world: 


Acts 5:32.)


F.
Joshua said: Now therefore put away the strange gods which are among you, and 


incline your heart unto the Lord God of Israel.


G.
And the people said unto Joshua: We will serve the Lord our God and His voice 


we will obey.

IV.
Confirming the covenant.  (25-28)


A.
So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day and set them a statute and an 


ordinance in Shechem.


B.
And Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of God, and took a great 


stone, and set it up there under an oak that was by the sanctuary of the Lord.


C.
And Joshua said unto all the people:



1.
Behold, this stone shall be a witness unto us; for it has heard all the words 



of the Lord which He spoke unto us.



2.
It shall be therefore a witness unto you, lest you deny your God.


D.
So Joshua let the people depart, every man unto his inheritance.


(The enemy as a whole was conquered, but each tribe must battle to take its 


individual inheritance.  Our enemy is conquered, but we must battle spiritually 


to take possession of what is rightfully ours.)

V.
Joshua's death and burial.  (29-31)


A.
And it came to pass after these things, that Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of 


the Lord, died, being 110 years old.  (Joshua served Moses for many years. Now 


he has earned the title "the servant of the Lord".)

B.
And they buried him in the border of his inheritance in Timnath-serah, which is in 

mount Ephraim, on the north side of the hill of Gaash.

C.
And Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders 


that outlived Joshua, and those who had known all the works of the Lord that He 


had done for Israel.  (Joshua outlived his life in the sense that his influence 


continued after his death. Unfortunately, a new generation arose that did not 


honor this commitment to God, hence the record of the book of Judges.)

VI.
Joseph's burial.  (32)


And the bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel brought up out of Egypt, they 

buried in Shechem, in a parcel of ground which Jacob bought from the sons of Hamor the 
father of Shechem for an hundred pieces of silver: And it became the inheritance of the 
children of Joseph.  (Prior to his death, Joseph had made the request that when Israel left 
Egyptian bondage, his bones would be carried to the Promised Land and buried there:  
Genesis 50:25.)
VII.
Eleazar's death and burial.  (33)


And Eleazar, the son of Aaron, died and they buried him in a hill that pertained to 
Phinehas, his son, which was given him in Mount Ephraim.


(Eleazar was a successor to Aaron, as Joshua was to Moses.  The deaths of Joshua 
and Eleazar mark the end of an era.)
Study questions on chapter 24:
1.
Who did Joshua gather together?  (1)

2.
Using verses 2-4, summarize Israel's history from the time of Abraham through the time 
of Jacob.

3.
Using verses 5-7, summarize the events that occurred from Egypt through the Red Sea 
crossing.

4.
Using verses 8-12, summarize what God did for Israel in regards to their enemies.

5.
Describe the land God gave Israel.  (13)

6.
What was the challenge issued to Israel by Joshua in verses 14-15?
7.
Who did Joshua chose to serve?  (latter part of verse 15)

8.
What did the people answer in response to Joshua's challenge?  (16)

9.
What did the people declare that God had done for them?  (17-18)

10.
What did Joshua mean when he told the people "you cannot serve the Lord?  (19 and 
outline)

11.
What did Joshua say would happen if the people forsook the Lord?  (20)

12.
What was the response of the people to Joshua's warning?  (21)

13.
What witness does Joshua declare in verse 22?

14.
What did Joshua tell the people to do in verse 23?

15.
What declartion did the people make in verse 24?

16.
According to verses 25-27, how did Joshua confirm the covenant made by the people?

17.
To where did the people depart at the conclusion of this gathering?  (28)

18.
How old was Joshua when he died?  (29)

19.
Where was Joshua buried?  (30)

20.
What happened after the death of Joshua?  (31)

21.
Whose burial is described in verse 32?

22.
Whose death and burial is described in verse 33?
23.
Review Joshua's farewell speech in chapters 23-24.  What would you say in a final 
farewell to your family, friends, and ministry co-workers? 
24.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY ONE

Miscellaneous Studies
1.
The book of Joshua can be contrasted to the book of  Exodus.  In Exodus, God parted the 

waters of the Red Sea to bring His people out of the land of bondage in Egypt.  In Joshua, 
God parted the waters of the Jordan River to bring His people into Canaan, the land of 
blessing. Moses summarized both books in Deuteronomy 6:23:  "And He brought us 
out...that He might bring us in."

2.
The heathen nations occupying the Promised Land at the time of the invasion by Israel 
were the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Armoties, and Jebusites. 
Sometimes the general name of "Canaanites" is used for them all.   

The land of Canaan was situated at the crossroads of the ancient world and became a 
melting pot of a variety of heathen religions including Baalim, Ashtaroth, and Asherim.  
Heathen idols, temples, altars, and sacred groves dotted the land.  Their religion included 
idolatry, prostitution, gross immorality, divination, idol worship, and human sacrifice.  
These people had heard about the true God, yet refused to repent  (Joshua 2).  Hence, God 
declared that they must be destroyed as they were as vile as those destroyed by the flood in 
Noah's time. The reasons are given in Leviticus 18; Deuteronomy chapter 7; 12:31; and 
20:16-18. 


This is not a license for believers to invade other nations and kill people.  This was a 
unique situation in history, as was the flood of Noah when all the people except for his 
family were destroyed because of the depths of their sin.  Also, the biblical record confirms 
that God uses nations to chastise godless nations. He used Israel to punish these nations. 
Years later, when Israel turned from the Lord, Israel would be chastened by other nations 
(Isaiah 10:5-7).) 

For New Testament guidelines as to how we are to treat unbelievers see Matthew 5:13-
16,43-48; 28:18-20; Romans 12:2; 15:1-3; 1 Corinthians 10:23-11:1; Ephesians 4:17-5:20; 
Titus 3:1-2; 1 Peter 3:15-16.

3.
Spiritual warfare principles drawn from the book of Joshua.


-Recognize the true purpose of spiritual warfare.


-Know your enemy.



-Guard against deception by the enemy.



-Recognize that the battle is God's.



-Do not depend on natural, human reasoning.



-Wage offensive rather than defensive warfare.



-Do not depend on the flesh.



-Attack root causes, not surface symptoms.



-Walk in complete obedience to God's Word.



-Learn how to turn temporary defeat into victory.



-Follow the plan of God in each battle you face.

In spiritual warfare, you fight on the basis of:



-The power of the Lord




-The promises of the Lord 




-The plan of the Lord




-The purposes of the Lord


For further study of spiritual warfare, obtain the Harvestime International Network course 
entitled:  Spiritual Strategies: A Manual Of Spiritual Warfare. 

4.
A comparison of the believer's spiritual inheritance to the inheritance of Israel.

-God promised Israel material blessings in an earthly location:  Genesis 13:14-17.


 God promises believers spiritual blessings in heavenly places:  Ephesians 1:3-4.


-Israel's inheritance was promised long before it was received: Genesis 13:17.

 Our inheritance was promised before the creation of the world:  Ephesians 1:3-5.


-Joshua led Israel to receive their inheritance:  The book of Joshua.

 Jesus leads us to receive our inheritance: Ephesians 1:18-22 and Colossians 1:18-21.

-Israel's success in possessing Canaan revealed to the nations that the Lord is God:  
 
 
 Deuteronomy 28:10 and Joshua 4:24.

 Our possession of spiritual riches in Christ proves God's power to the nations and the 
 
 principalities and powers in the heavens:  Ephesians 3:8-10.


-Israel received their inheritance by grace: Deuteronomy 9:1-5.


 Believers receive their inheritance by grace: Ephesians 2:5-8.


-Israel had to fight evil enemies to claim their inheritance:  Deuteronomy 9:1-5.

 Believers must war against evil spiritual enemies to claim their inheritance:  

 Ephesians 6:10-18.
5.
There are nine stone memorials raised in the book of Joshua.  Review these and record the 
meaning of each one.



-Twelve stones in the middle of Jordan:  4:9




-Twelve stones on the western bank of the Jordan River: 4:20-24




-The stones in the valley of Achor: 7:26




-The heap of stones at Ai: 8:29




-The altar on Mt. Ebal:  8:30




-The stones of the law on Mt. Ebal:  8:30-32



-The stones at Makkedah cave:  10:27




-The altar built by the three tribes: 22:10




-Joshua's stone of witness: 24:26-28

6.
The land of Canaan was given to Israel as an everlasting possession, a token of their 
covenant with God.  Study the promises concerning this in the following scriptures:



-Genesis 12:1-7


-Isaiah 60:21



-Genesis 13:14-15


-Jeremiah 30:3



-Genesis 15:7-10


-Ezekiel 36:24



-Genesis 15:17-21


-Hosea 2:23



-Genesis 25:5-6


-Joel 3:2



-Genesis 26:1-6


-Amos 9:15



-Genesis 28:10-13




-Exodus 3:8




-Exodus 6:2-4




-Exodus 6:6-8




-Leviticus 26:42




-Numbers 34:2




-Deuteronomy 1:8




-Joshua 1:2-4




-1 Kings 8:36



-1 Chronicles 16:13-18




-2 Chronicles 6:25




-Nehemiah 9:15




-Psalm 105:8-11

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY TWO

Biographical Profile Of Joshua
"Joshua" means "God is salvation".  Joshua was the son of Nun.  

Key events in the life of Joshua:


-Leads the army of the Lord: Exodus 17:8-16  

-Ascends Mt. Sinai with Moses: Exodus 24:9-13

-Perceives a problem in the Israeli camp:  Exodus 32:17


-Remains in the tabernacle when the Lord spoke to Moses: Exodus 33:7-11

-Demonstrates loyalty to Moses:  Numbers 11:28


-Serves as a faithful spy:  Numbers 13-14


-Endures the wilderness years:  Numbers 32:10-13

-Commissioned by Moses:  Numbers 27:12-23; 34:17


-Receives encouragement: Deuteronomy 1:38; 3:21-22; 3:28; 7:22; 31:3-23; 34:9; Joshua 1


-Sends spies into Canaan:  Joshua 2


-Leads the people of Israel across Jordan:  Joshua 3


-Establishes the Jordan memorials:  Joshua 4


-Leads spiritual preparation at Gilgal:  Joshua 5

-Leads the conquest of Jericho:  Joshua 6


-Experiences defeat at Ai:  Joshua 7


-Deals with corporate sin:  Joshua 7


-Returns to conquer Ai:  Joshua 8


-Leads the conquest of the Promised Land:  Joshua 8-12

-Allocates the land to the tribes:  Joshua 13-19

-Takes possession of his own inheritance:  19:49-50

-Delivers farewell messages:  Joshua 23-24


-Dies and is buried:  Joshua 24:29-30; Judges 2:8-9

-Influences those who outlived him:  Joshua 24:29-31; Judges 2:7

Joshua was a man who:
 
-Could hear from God:  Joshua 1:1

-Could forget the past: Joshua 1:2

-Knew his possessions:  Joshua 1:3-4

-Knew his strength: Joshua 1:5-6


-Recognized that the Word was the key to success: Joshua 1:7-9


-Had God's Spirit upon him:  Numbers 27:18



-Was a man of confidence--"You shall pass over": Joshua 1:11



-Was a man of faith, not of fear: Numbers l4:6-l0



-Had a servant's heart: Exodus 33:11



-Chose to be separated for divine purpose:  Exodus 33:11



-Was full of wisdom:  Deuteronomy 34:9


-Was easily taught:  Numbers 11:28


-Was a motivator of people:  Joshua 1:1-18    



-Wholly followed the Lord: Numbers 32:12



-Was experienced at spiritual warfare:  Exodus 17:9-14

-Had a first-hand experience with God:  Deuteronomy 3:21-22



-Was anointed of God:  Deuteronomy 34:9 and Numbers 27:18,22


-Had experienced the glory of God: Exodus 24:13
Joshua is a type of Jesus Christ, meaning a greater spiritual truth emerges from his life that 

parallels that of the Lord.  Here are some of the parallels:


-Joshua's name means "salvation".


 Jesus brought salvation to mankind.


-Joshua began his life by sharing the sufferings of his people in Egypt.  


 Jesus began His life by sharing the sufferings of His people in the world.


-Both Joshua and Jesus began their ministry on the banks of the Jordan River.


-Both Joshua and Jesus conquered the enemy.


-The twelve stones set up by Joshua as a witness to God's power parallels the twelve 
 
  disciples of Jesus who were living witnesses.


-After completing their mission, both ascended:  Joshua to a mountain, Jesus to Heaven.


-Joshua completed the work of Moses, who represented the law.


 Jesus completed the work of the new covenant of grace.
Here are some parallels between the ministries of Moses and Joshua.


-Both were given charges by God to serve in leadership:  Moses at Horeb, Joshua at 
 
 Jericho.


-Both led Israel from one land to another:  Moses from Egypt, Joshua from the wilderness 
 
 to Canaan.


-Both experienced a miracle of the parting of waters:  Moses at the Red Sea, Joshua at the 
 
 Jordan River.


-Both remained faithful to God and dealt with sin when it arose among the people.


-Both gave powerful farewell addresses:  Moses at Moab, Joshua at Schehem.


-Both died when the people were at a peak spiritually and were determined to serve the 
 
 Lord.
During his lifetime, Joshua served as a:

-Slave


-Soldier


-Servant


-Spy


-Successor


-Statesman

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY THREE


Claiming Household Salvation
Joshua 2 and 6
Joshua chapters 2 and 6 record the story of a woman named Rahab.  From these passages we learn that the Israelites’ journey from Egypt to Canaan, detailed in Exodus through Deuteronomy, concluded as the people reached their destination. They were camping on the eastern side of the Jordan River, on the plains of Moab, just north of the Dead Sea. 

Joshua assumed leadership of Israel to direct the occupation of their Promised Land of Canaan and he dispatched two spies to survey the fortified city of Jericho, the first target of their invasion. Unlike the venture of the twelve spies recorded in Numbers 13, the purpose of this mission was not to determine whether they should enter Canaan, but when and how it should be done.

Jericho, the ancient "city of palms" to which the spies were sent, was a prosperous and populous city surrounded by two great walls. These walls represented the city's greatest strength and it would be necessary to breach or destroy them to take the city. According to archaeological findings, there was a space of twelve to fifteen feet between these walls. Timbers were laid from one wall to the other and houses of sun-dried bricks were constructed to bridge the space between them. 

Built over this gap between the two walls of Jericho was the house of a woman named Rahab who was a harlot. There was a constant stream of visitors in and out of her house and this may have influenced the spies to seek refuge there. They presumed that two strangers would not be noticed.  Also, just as some modern hotels do, prostitution was provided as part of hotel services so harlots often ran inns.  These are reasons one might surmise the men stayed there, but the real reason is that they were guided by the Lord.  This heathen woman was about to become a true believer, a woman of faith, and an ancestor of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The presence of these men did not go undetected, however:

And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, "Behold, men have come here tonight from the children of Israel to search out the country."  So the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, "Bring out the men who have come to you, who have entered your house, for they have come to search out all the country." (Joshua 2:2-3)

Rahab took the men to the roof of her house and hid them with stalks of flax that were laid out for drying and processing. When the king's messengers arrived she told them:

"Yes, the men came to me, but I did not know where they were from. And it happened as the gate was being shut, when it was dark, that the men went out. Where the men went I do not know; pursue them quickly, for you may overtake them."  (Joshua 2:4-5)

After the departure of the king's messengers Rahab went up to the roof and addressed the spies:

"I know that the Lord has given you the land, that the terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land are fainthearted because of you. For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were on the other side of Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed. And as soon as we heard these things, our hearts melted; neither did there remain any more courage in anyone because of you,  for the Lord your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath. Now therefore, I beg you, swear to me by the Lord, since I have shown you kindness, that you also will show kindness to my father's house, and give me a true token, and spare my father, my mother, my brothers, my sisters, and all that they have, and deliver our lives from death." (Joshua 2:9-13)
The two spies agreed to this request and Rahab helped them escape over the city wall from a window in her home. The spies told Rahab to hang a scarlet cord from the window through which they escaped so they could easily identify her house and spare her and her family from destruction when Israel invaded Jericho.

Having eluded the enemy, the spies returned from Jericho and declared to Joshua: "Truly the Lord has delivered all the land into our hands, for indeed all the inhabitants of the country are fainthearted because of us"  (Joshua 2:24).

A few days later, the Jordan River parted and the Israelites walked across on dry ground. The people of Jericho peered across their walls to see a crowd of Israelites walking around the city in a silent procession. For six days, the strange ritual was repeated. On the seventh day, again the people walked silently around the city but this time at the conclusion of their hike seven priests with trumpets blew their horns. The people began to shout, the earth trembled, foundations cracked, and walls which had safeguarded the city for years collapsed.

You will remember that Rahab's house was built on the walls. What tremendous faith she demonstrated to remain in her house while the walls of the city were shaking and crumbling in the dust. But there she stayed, Rahab and her entire family, and from the window of their home fluttered the scarlet cord. Then Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the country:

"Go into the harlot's house, and from there bring out the woman and all that she has, as you swore to her."  And the young men who had been spies went in and brought out Rahab, her father, her mother, her brothers, and all that she had. So they brought out all her relatives and left them outside the camp of Israel. (Joshua 6:22-23)

This example is a great spiritual parallel of household salvation. Rahab interceded for her entire family, and they were all saved. Biblical records reveal that this woman later became the wife of Salmon, a prince of Judah. She gave birth to Boaz who married Ruth, who bore a son named Obed. Obed was the father of Jesse, who was the father of King David, through whose line came Jesus Christ. Rahab is listed among the ancestors of the Lord in Matthew 1:5. James commends her for the faith demonstrated by her works (James 2:25) and Paul enrolls her in the hall of fame of the faithful, declaring:  "By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who did not believe, when she had received the spies with peace"  (Hebrews 11:31).

The scarlet cord from Rahab's window was a symbol of redemption through the blood and the promise of God, "When I see the blood I will pass over you" (Exodus 12:13). Rahab claimed this promise for herself and her entire household. Even when it seemed all hope was gone and the very walls upon which her home was built were crumbling, Rahab’s faith remained intact.  Rahab was not saved because of  her faith in the cord, rather by what it represented:  The redeeming blood of the lamb.
Do you feel like you the foundations of your home are crumbling? Have you prayed for years for your loved ones, without visible results?  Are you interceding for a lost son or daughter, parent, or spouse?  Do not stop praying for your family and claiming household salvation!  When you pray for them, you are spiritually placing the scarlet cord of the blood of Jesus Christ over your household.  
Years later, when Paul and Silas ministered to a Philippian jailer, they told him:

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.”  And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway. And when he had brought them into his house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house.  (Acts 16:31-34 KJV)

Declare over your lost loved ones: “I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. I am saved, and my household will be saved!”  You hold in your hands the spiritual scarlet cord that links them to life instead of death.  Get a firm grasp on it and never let go.
SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY FOUR


Four Tokens Of Spiritual Mobilization

Joshua 5
The people of Israel were prepared physically to take their land--they had walked through the wilderness for 40 years, so they were in good physical shape.

They were prepared materially, as they carried the wealth of Egypt which they took with them when they left that land years previously.

The people were also prepared mentally--this time they were saying "we are able" instead of doubting and turning back in despair.  

Now they needed to be prepared spiritually.  Four events occurred to prepare and mobilize Israel to conquer Canaan.  These events are natural examples of spiritual truths which will prepare and mobilize you to claim your own spiritual inheritance.

THE PURIFICATION:
All the males of Israel were to be circumcised as a token of the covenant between them and God  (Genesis 17:1-14). The covenant of circumcision was instituted in the time of Abraham but had not been practiced during the wilderness wandering.  Because of this, the new generation of Israelites had not been circumcised and did not bear the sign of the covenant upon them.  
Israel was preparing to war against the nations of Canaan,  yet at this strategic time, God commanded them to be circumcised.  By circumcising their flesh, they actually disabled themselves in the presence of the enemy, which did not make sense in the natural.  But God's ways are not our ways (Isaiah 55:8-9).  
If you are to claim your spiritual inheritance, you must bear the marks of change upon your life.   As believers, we no longer circumcise the flesh, but we are circumcised in heart:

In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ. (Colossians 2:11)

Our circumcision is spiritual and is of the heart instead of the flesh. But if you have been circumcised in heart, there will be external signs just as when Israel was circumcised in their flesh.  You will act, talk, and live differently.  Your life will bear the marks of change which are the signs of your covenant with God.  You will act, talk, and live differently:

For he is not a Jew which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision which is outward of the flesh:  But he is a Jew which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.  (Romans 2:28-29) 

Your life must bear the visible signs of change. Do not be afraid of the "knife" of God's Word as it marks your life.  The reproach (shame) of Egypt (representing sin) must be eliminated.  You must put off the filth of the flesh.  You do not have to bear the shame of your past because Jesus bore it for you  (Hebrews 12:2).  Gilgal means "the rolling away", indicating that the shame of their slavery in Egypt had been removed.
As you camp in the very shadow of your enemy, you must realize that you cannot war in the flesh.  You must disable your flesh and trust in the power of Almighty God.  The land will be penetrated and possessed only by weakness of the flesh and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Gilgal must be experienced spiritually before you can advance to claim God's promises.
This circumcision of heart is two-fold. God initiates it:  "And the Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart..." (Deuteronomy 30:6).  God changes you, but you also have a responsibility in this process: "Circumcise yourselves to the Lord, and take away the foreskins of your heart..." (Jeremiah 4:4).  You must cleanse yourself of the filthiness of the flesh.  It is important to remember that you cannot do your part until He does His part.  That would just be an attempt at self-improvement.

(For background on circumcision, see Genesis 17:1-14; Deuteronomy 30:6; Leviticus 26:41; Ezekiel 44:7; and Jeremiah 9:25-26.)

THE PASSOVER:

And the children of Israel encamped in Gilgal, and kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month at even in the plains of Jericho.  (Joshua 5:10)

Israel observed the Passover to recall their deliverance from sin.  The Passover speaks of the "blood applied.”  To be empowered and mobilized to take your spiritual inheritance you must first have the blood  applied to your life.  Spiritually speaking, to experience the Passover you must be born again through  the death of Jesus on the cross of Calvary.  His blood must be applied to your life to redeem you from sin and its consequences.

(For background on the Passover, see Exodus 12:1-20 and Numbers 9:1-14.  For background on the rite of communion which believers now practice see 1 Corinthians 11:23-28.)

THE PROVISION:

The manna which Israel ate in the wilderness ceased to fall and the people began to eat of the fruit of Canaan.  For believers who are living in obedience to God one source of provision will not fail until the next is ready.   If the "manna" has ceased, it is because the "new corn" is ready.  God has not abandoned you.  New and better things are coming!

The manna was sent from God and was important in its time. It supplied basic necessities and was suited for the wilderness journey, but now it was time to move on to the fruit of the land. This "fruit" speaks of spiritual maturity:  "Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection..." (Hebrews 6:1).
To be mobilized as an effective force for God, people must move on from the basics of the Christian walk into spiritual maturity. They must move from the "milk" to the "meat" of God's Word.  Just as the manna, the "milk" of the Word is important:  "As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow thereby" (1 Peter 2:2). 

But newborn babies are not mobilized and immediately sent out to do battle.  They must move on to the "meat.”  There are three reasons why believers do not move from the "milk" to the "meat" of God's Word.

First, they are unskillful in the Word of God: "For every one that useth milk is unskillful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe" (Hebrews 5:13).

Second, they do not apply what they have been taught.

But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.  (Hebrews 5:12)

God is not going to give you new insights into His Word until you apply what you have already learned.

Third, they are carnal.  Paul told the Corinthian Church:

And I brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even unto babes in Christ. I have fed you with milk and not with meat; for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. For ye are yet carnal:  for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?  
(1 Corinthians 3:1-3)

How can you move from the milk to the meat of the Word?

First is desire.  You must desire the milk of the Word to grow  (1 Peter 2:2).  
Second is discipline.  As you discipline yourself to be obedient to the milk of the Word, you will be able to receive the meat of the Word. 
Third is dedication.  You must dedicate yourself to searching for the meat of God's Word.  Read Proverbs 2:1-5.  If you seek for the meat of the Word with the same dedication described in this passage, you will find it.  
Fourth, you must delight in the Word.  Discipline will eventually result in delight in the meat of the Word as the Scriptures will become "pleasant to your soul" (Proverbs 2:10).

(For background information on manna see Exodus 16:4-26.)

THE PRESENCE:
The closer the hour of combat, the more Joshua felt personal responsibility for the forthcoming battle.  When Joshua saw a man holding a drawn sword he asked, "Are you for us or our adversaries?"  Joshua only saw two sides, his side and that of the enemy.  God wanted Joshua to realize that it is not "us against them" but "Him against them."  You do not battle alone or in your own strength.  
The man identified himself as the Captain of God's host. This was a pre-incarnate appearance of Jesus Christ.  Joshua was learning that the battle was not "us against them", but rather "Him against them." The same is true for our spiritual battles.   The drawn sword symbolized the fact that the battle was the Lord's and it would be fought on the basis of the Word since the sword is a symbol of God's Word.  Any battle fought for the fulfillment of God's promises is His battle and must be fought His way.  Joshua was told to take off his shoes because he was on holy ground.  
Have you encountered the "Captain of God's host"?  Have you received His assurance and direction to advance and claim your spiritual inheritance?  If not, you must come before Him as Joshua did asking, "What saith my lord unto his servant?”   Then whatever He says, do it!
(For background on the Captain of the Lord's host see Matthew 26:53; 1 Kings 22:19; Psalms 103:20-21; and 148:2.)

FOUR TOKENS OF SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION

Joshua 5  records the preparation of a people to do a work for God.  Applying these tokens spiritually we learn that believers who want to claim God's promises must be cleansed by the blood, bear the marks of change in their lives, change from the manna to the fruit (the milk to the meat of God's Word), and penetrate enemy territory on the basis of the "drawn sword" of God's Word.

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY FIVE


After Achor, A Door Of Hope
Joshua 7-8
The first great battle faced by Israel after crossing the Jordan River occurred at the city of Jericho and is recorded in Joshua chapter 6. God gave Israel a unique strategy for taking this city. They were to march around the city in silence for six days. On the seventh day they were to march around the city seven times, then the priests were to blow their trumpets and the people were to shout because "the Lord hath given you the city" (Joshua 6:16).

Whenever you cross a "Jordan River" spiritually to claim new territory for God, you will undoubtedly face a "Jericho.”  Whatever your "Jericho" may be, God will give you the specific strategy for the battle.  Sometimes God's plan may seem as foolish as the one given Joshua for his Jericho.  But if you follow God's direction carefully and walk before Him in holiness, your victory is assured.  

But we are not going to dwell on Jericho in this study.  You do not usually have a problem with the victories in life.  It is exciting to walk in the victories of our "Jerichos”  but where we most often have our problems is when we face defeat.  We are going to move on to Joshua chapters 7 and 8 which record a major defeat experienced by God's people.  Take time to read these chapters before proceeding with this lesson.

The word "Achor" means "trouble,” and that is exactly what Israel faced when they staged their attack against the small city of Ai.  The story of Ai and the Valley of Achor begins in Joshua 7:1 with the key word "But.”  In Joshua 6 Israel was walking in victory, "but" chapter 7 finds them in trouble.

THE REASONS:

When you are defeated in spiritual battle there is always a reason.  In the story of Achor, there were four reasons for defeat, all of which are common in the defeats we experience:

1.
Principles:
Violating the principles of God--sin--results in defeat. God told Israel not to take any of the spoils of Jericho. They were to be dedicated to the Lord as they were the "first fruits" of battle:

And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the accursed thing, lest ye make yourselves accursed, when ye take of the accursed thing, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it.  But all the silver and gold and vessels of brass and iron are consecrated unto the Lord;  they shall come into the treasury of the Lord. (Joshua 6:18-19)
Joshua 7:1 records  how a man named Achan took the "accursed thing.”  His temptation followed the same pattern as that of the original temptation of Eve.  He "saw, desired, took, and hid.”  He said:

When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, and took them; and, behold they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent and the silver under it.  (Joshua 7:21)

Sin always begins in the mind.  The attitude of sin precedes the act.  Achan thought, "Who will see?  Who will know?"  He saw only the immediate pleasure these things would bring and not the terrible long-term effects of his actions. If Achan had looked with eyes of faith instead of eyes of lust, he would have seen these items as "accursed.”  Instead, he viewed them with the natural senses only.

Normally, Israel was allowed to keep the spoils of battle, but in this first battle at Jericho the spoil was to be dedicated to the Lord.  Sometimes, what was okay or considered "tradition" in the past is wrong.  There is no need to seek counseling or prayer for guidance about something that God explicitly says is wrong. When God says something is wrong, it is wrong. 
Your spiritual enemies are the world, the flesh, and the devil.  These work together to tempt you by the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.  If you look on temptation with eyes of faith instead of eyes of lust, you will see it as that which is forbidden and as an "accursed thing.”

Achan's specific sin was converting to private use what was intended for God's glory.  May God help us that we never fall into the same snare.  Achan's sin affected all of Israel:
Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed my covenant which I commanded them; for they have even taken of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have put it even among their own stuff.  (Joshua 7:11)

2.
Pride:

Achan is not the only one at fault in this story.  When Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai to view the city prior to the invasion, the men returned and told Joshua:
Let not all the people go up; but let about  two or three thousand men go up and smite Ai; and make not all the people to labor thither; for they are but few.  (Joshua 7:3)

Ai was a small city in comparison to Jericho which Israel had just conquered.  Pridefully, these men thought, "Ai should be no problem.  We have faced bigger things and been victorious.  This is nothing to worry about."  Israel was self-confident instead of being confident in God.  There is no mention of "if it is the Lord's will" an attitude we are advised to have according to James 4:13-17.
In our own battles of life we often believe we can handle the lesser problems ourselves. But there is no encounter with the enemy so small that we do not need all of the resources God has provided to face it.  When you begin to move in self-confidence and pride and believe "there is nothing to worry about,” then you are moving into dangerous territory.  There is no spiritual battle for which you do not need all available resources provided by God.
3.
Perception:

The men sent to survey Ai viewed things with their natural senses.  They did not have the spiritual perception to see beyond surface appearances and recognize the power of the enemy.

Following natural perception instead of spiritual insight led to inaccurate reporting.  These men claimed that the warriors of Ai were just "a few" (Joshua 7:3) when in reality, there were 12,000 of them (Joshua 8:25).

When you involve carnal men in God's work they will make decisions based on their natural, fleshly perceptions. This leads to carnal counsel which, when acted upon, always leads to defeat.

4.
Prayerlessness:

Joshua also bears some blame for the defeat at Ai.  He listened to the men who returned from viewing the city but did not pray about the report he received. He immediately organized only 3,000 warriors to go up to Ai to battle. 
Had Joshua taken time to pray, undoubtedly God would have revealed that there was sin in Israel and warned him not to go to battle.  Had Joshua taken time to pray, he would have also discovered that the pattern for attacking Ai was not to be the same as Jericho.  The "Ais" of life--the battles with the flesh--are not won the same way as the "Jerichos”--representative of the world.  We cannot live in past victories or the traditions of yesterday. God has new strategies for each battle we face.
In the book of Judges, a man named Gideon is told to reduce his army.  In this account, Joshua is told to take all the warriors to battle.  You cannot limit God to a certain pattern.  He is the God of the new who has declared "I will do a new thing.”

But Joshua did not take time to pray.  He sent a few of the troops to Ai.  Some were killed and the others fled before the enemy.

Summary:  Israel's defeat at Ai were violations in the areas of:


-Principles


-Pride


-Perception


-Prayerlessness

THE RESULTS:

Therefore (because they have sinned) the children of Israel could not stand before their enemies, but turned their backs before their enemies because they were accursed; neither will I be with you anymore, except ye destroy the accursed from among you.  (Joshua 7:12)

Just as there are always reasons for defeat, there are always results from failure.  Note the results of Israel's defeat:


Joshua 7:4-5:

Fleeing before the enemy.


Joshua 7:5:

Spiritual death.


Joshua 7:5:

Fear and despondency of people.


Joshua 7:6:

Despondency of the leadership.


Joshua 7:7:

Looking back to the "good old days.”


Joshua 7:8-9:

Questioning.

What a sad picture! No longer is Israel a motivated and mobilized force for God.  They are a discouraged people with a discouraged leader, questioning, fearful, and fleeing before the enemy.

Moses had warned Israel that if there was sin in their midst they could not defeat the enemy.  If they were following the Lord, however, one soldier would chase 1,000 and two would put 10,000 to flight.  Three Israeli soldiers could have defeated the whole city of Ai, had not sin separated them from God (Isaiah 59:2).

Violation of God's principles, pride, carnal perception, and prayerlessness always renders you immobile in the face of the enemy.  But never view the final outcome on the basis of temporary defeat.  Just as there are reasons and results for failure, there is always a remedy to correct it.

THE REMEDY:

There is a remedy for every failure.  If you have been defeated and taken captive by your enemy, Satan, you can recover:

And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil who are taken captive of him at his will. (2 Timothy 2:26)

When you are walking in defeat, you are walking in the will of the enemy. God will help you recover, but you must also take steps to "recover yourself" by following the Biblical principles of recovery.  Joshua 7:10-13 reveals four steps to recover from defeat.

l.
Revelation:
The first step of recovery is to have a revelation concerning the problem.  When Joshua went to prayer, God revealed to him that Israel had sinned:   "And the Lord said...Israel hath sinned..." (Portions of Joshua 7:10-11).
Ask God to reveal that "accursed thing" that is causing defeat and standing between you and victory over the enemy.  It may be a habit, a recurring sin, unforgiveness, anger, etc.
It is important to note that individual sin affects the entire corporate body.  God told Joshua that "they" (all of Israel)  had sinned, not just Achan (Joshua 7:11). We are very quick to see problems in the church but often we do not recognize the role we, as individuals, have in these problems.  Each believer is part of the corporate Body of Christ.  A sin by one member affects the functioning of the entire Body.

Never underestimate the damage one person's sin can do.  David's disobedience resulted in the deaths of 70,000 people!  Why would God blame a whole nation for the disobedience of one man?  Because Israel was one people in the Lord.  As the Body of Christ, we are one in the Lord and sin in our midst affects us all. 

Note the use of the word "they" by God.  Sin by one member affects the whole Body of  Christ
(1 Corinthians 12:26-27). Individual sin does corporate damage, as demonstrated by one man's sin coming upon all men (Romans 5:12,15,17).  
2.
Repentance: 

God not only revealed the problem to Joshua, He told him to deal with it:  And the Lord said unto Joshua, Get thee up. wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face?  (Joshua 7:10)

The revelation of a problem is not enough to recover yourself from the snare of the enemy. You must deal with the issue on the basis of God's Word. There is a time to stop praying and begin to act upon what God has revealed to you. 

God told Joshua to call the people together and deal with the sin in their midst.  If you are to recover yourself from the snare of the enemy, you must confront the problem of sin.  Joshua was quick to obey. It says he "rose up early in the morning" to follow God's instructions (Joshua 7:16).  
The tribes appeared before Joshua man-by- man.  Finally it was revealed that Achan was the guilty party.  Joshua told him to confess and give glory to God. When you confess sin, you are agreeing with God and this glorifies Him.

When God revealed that Achan was the transgressor, Joshua sent men "running" to the tent to retrieve the sinful items.  We cannot be too quick to deal with sin.  Delay is disobedience, but..."If  we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9).
3.
Restoration:

The next step after repentance is restoration.  In this case, the accursed items are removed and Achan's entire family is punished.  They are stoned to death in the Valley of Achor. The separation from God caused by their violation of principles, carnal perception, pride, and prayerlessness is corrected.

You may question why the entire family was punished along with Achan.  They most likely knew and agreed with Achan's sin, as the items were hidden in their tent.  Deuteronomy 24:16 said  children should not be held accountable for the father's sins, so they would not have been punished had they not been part of it.  Also, these were the days of law, not of the grace and forgiveness now available through Jesus Christ.  


This sad event serves as a classic example of how desperately men needed a Savior to die for sin once and for all so that they could be saved from death--the penalty of sin--and God's judgment.  Be aware:  There is a point of sinning until there is no remedy, and that is where Achan and his family had gone.  They had crossed the line (Jeremiah 11:11; 14:11-12; 15:1-2). Achan's story also reflects how what you do affects not only you personally, but also your family and future generations.

When God reveals the reason for your failure and you repent, you must also make restitution.  You must remove the "accursed thing" from your life.  You may also need to forgive others or ask forgiveness.  You may also need to correct a sinful situation that your disobedience created.

4.
Return:

When fellowship with God is broken by sin, recovery comes by returning to the point of separation and conquering the enemy. You must return to the battlefield to deal with your defeat. So, after the revelation of sin, repentance, and restoration, God's instructions to Israel were "Go up to Ai."

There can be no truce and no neutrality with the enemy. When you have failed, the enemy will speak words of defeat to you:


-"You might as well give up."


-"Everyone has lost confidence in you."


-"God does not care or He would have helped you."


-"You are weak and good for nothing."


-"You will just fail if you try again."

But you must return to the battlefield. You must  face the enemy and emerge victorious!  You can never move on to other battles until you win at "Ai,” your place of defeat.  Read Joshua 8 which tells the story of Israel's return and victory at Ai.  Be sure to note that this time Joshua took up all the warriors of Israel.
Summary:

Here is the Biblical remedy for recovery revealed in this Joshua chapters 7-8:


-Revelation


-Repentance


-Restoration


-Return

THE DOOR OF HOPE

When you follow God's remedy for recovery, He takes your valley of Achor (trouble) and turns it into a door of hope:  "I will give...the valley of Achor for a door of hope..." (Hosea 2:15). Joshua chapter 7 opens with dark picture of Lord's anger kindled against His people, but in chapter 8, we find Israel again marching forward in victory.  God can turn your Valley of Achor into a pathway of hope that leads to your divine destiny.
SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY SIX


A TALE OF THREE CITIES
Joshua 11:22
INTRODUCTION

When Israel entered Canaan, they found giants in the land:

And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants; and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight. (Numbers 13:33)

Spiritually speaking, "giants" stand for the great difficulties you face in life.  You will meet "giant" problems in your family, church, social life, ministry, job, and in your own heart.  Your giant may be an addiction,  negative emotions like anger or unforgiveness, or an enemy that is coming against you. 
It is in the way of duty that you find giants.  When Israel was going forward they met giants.  When they turned back into the wilderness, they found none.  

If you are meeting "giant" problems in your life and ministry, the good news is that you are progressing in God.  You are on the borderland of your inheritance and moving forward to claim the promises of God.  

God  told Israel to totally destroy the inhabitants of Canaan, including the giants. But Israel did not heed God's warning:

...but ye have not obeyed my voice...wherefore...they shall be as thorns in your sides and their gods shall be an snare unto you. (Judges 2:1-3)

Israel conquered much of Canaan, but they left just "a few giants" in three cities.  This study  concerns how these giants became "snares and thorns" for Israel in the cities where they were allowed to remain.  
Giants beget giants in the natural and in the spiritual worlds.  If the giants of your life are not eliminated, they will become "snares and thorns" in your spiritual experience.  This supplemental study explains "techniques of giant-killing" that will help you conquer the spiritual giants in your  life. 

THE THREE CITIES

There was none of the Anakims left in the land of the children of Israel; only in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod there remained (a few of them). (Joshua 11:22)

The Anakims permitted to remain were giants and were among the Canaanites whom God had commanded to be in destroyed.  In Gaza, Gath, and Ashdod, Israel allowed  these "few giants" to remain.  It is from these locations that Israel's trouble later came and from where we get our "tale of three cities.”

GAZA:   Read Judges 16.  It is in Gaza that we find God's man, Samson, in trouble.  In a city where the giants were spared, Samson finds Delilah, is deceived, stripped of his spiritual strength, and taken into captivity.  No matter how strong you are in the Lord, if giants are allowed to remain unconquered, they have the capacity to destroy your life and ministry.

ASHDOD: Read 1 Samuel 4-5 about the story of the departure of God's glory from Israel.  Ashdod was one of the cities where the evil Philistines took the Ark they had captured--the symbol of God's presence and glory.  This is the same Ashdod where Israel left "a few giants.”  Unconquered giants will rob you of the glory of God's presence.

GATH:  One bad thing about leaving giants in the land is that "giants beget giants.”  In 1 Samuel 17,  God's people are being held hostage by a giant named Goliath.  This man was from the city of Gath, where Israel left "just a few giants.”  

If  Israel had destroyed all of the giants as they had been commanded, they would not have been faced with this problem.  But here we find the armies of Israel cowering in fear as, day-after-day Goliath came out to taunt them.  Israel was all set in battle array (1 Samuel 17:2).  They had the armor for battle and the warfare training, but they were rendered immobile by the giant, held captive by fear and dismay (2 Samuel 17:11).

Unconquered giants in your life beget more giants.  These giants will return to taunt you and eventually you will be held hostage by them.  You can have your spiritual armor on and be trained in spiritual warfare, but you will be rendered immobile unless you get down on the battlefield and face the giant.

Gaza, Ashdod, and Gath--cities where a few giants were allowed to remain.  Interestingly, the name "Gaza" means "strong"; "Ashdod" means "stronghold"; and "Gath" means "winepress".  Giants left unconquered in your life will increase in strength, establish a stronghold, and eventually press all that is good out of your life.
TECHNIQUES OF GIANT-KILLING

Somebody had to face the giant!  God used a young man named David, upon whom His Spirit and anointing rested. The "techniques of giant-killing" used by David in this natural battle can be applied spiritually to conquer the giants in your own life.

FIRST: PREPARE

In order to conquer the giants of life, you must prepare in the lesser battles you face.  David recalls how he conquered a lion and bear who attacked the sheep for which he cared (1 Samuel 17:34-36). He knew he could conquer this giant because he had prepared himself in the "little battles" of life.

When you determine to face a giant, get ready for attacks from others!  Those who walk by faith are always challenged by those who walk in fear.  David was criticized by those closest to him, his own family (1 Samuel 17:28).  He was attacked by leadership (1 Samuel 17:33) and he was mocked by the giant himself (1 Samuel 17:44).

When you prepare to face the giants in your life, those closest to you--including your family--may attack you.  Leadership may say it is impossible.  The giants themselves will rise up to mock you. But if you have prepared yourself spiritually in the lesser battles of life, you can confidently declare,  "I can conquer this giant!"
SECOND: PROFESS

David had the proper profession.  He professed his confidence in God saying, "I know I can conquer this giant in the name of the Lord"  (1 Samuel 17:26,32,37,45-46).

THIRD: PROVE

Read 1 Samuel 17:38-40.  If you are to be successful in slaying giants, you must have proven your weapons.  Saul tried to equip David with his own armor, but David had not proven Saul's armor.  You cannot conquer giants on the basis of someone else's power or experience.  You must put on the whole armor of God described in Ephesians 6 and prove it yourself.  You "prove" the armor of God as you use it to face the everyday problems and challenges of life.  Then, when you face the really big giants of life, you are ready. 

FOURTH: PENETRATE

Your preparation may be good, you may have proven your armor, and you can have a good profession of faith in God, but if you do not confront the giant you will never conquer him.

And it came to pass when the Philistine (giant) arose, and came and drew nigh to meet David, that David hasted, and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. 
(1 Samuel 17:48)   

David "ran" towards the giant.  You must do the same if you are to conquer your enemy.  You must penetrate the giant's territory.   No victory is possible while you sit immobilized on the sidelines rationalizing, compromising, or excusing your continued defeat.

When the twelve Israeli men returned from spying out Canaan, Joshua and Caleb said of the giants, "They are bread for us...we will eat them up."  In essence they were saying, "We will be stronger by overcoming them than if there had been no giants to overcome."  You will either face the giants or continue to wander in the wilderness of your bondage.  When you face the giant, you will be stronger than if there had been no giant to overcome.  

FIFTH: PROPER MOTIVE

When you face the giants of life, you must do so with the proper motive:

This day will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from thee; and I will give the carcasses of the host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. And all this assembly shall know that the Lord saveth not with sword and spear;  for the battle is the Lord's, and he will give you into our hands. 
(1 Samuel 17:46-47)

David's motive was not to gain glory for himself or demonstrate how strong he was.  His motive was to bring glory to God.  

SIXTH: PERFECT PATTERN

God had a perfect pattern for David's victory.  It was a sling shot and five smooth stones, the first of which hit its mark and toppled the giant.   Your giant is God's enemy and you must fight with His weapons. Although the weapons described in Ephesians 6 seem as unlikely as five stones were to conquer giants, they do work!  You cannot fight spiritual giants with natural, carnal weapons.  You must follow God's perfect pattern.

SEVENTH:  PREVAIL

You must prevail over the giant.  This means you must totally destroy him.  When the giant fell from the stone which David had slung with accuracy and precision, the young man rushed in and took the giant's own sword and beheaded him.  When you fight God's way, you will use the very thing that the enemy has threatened you with to defeat him. But remember, as in this story of three cities, you must totally prevail over the giant or it will return to trouble you.
SUMMARY:

To conquer giants you must...


-Prepare properly.


-Profess confidence in God.


-Prove your spiritual armor.


-Penetrate the giant's territory. 


-Have the proper motive.


-Follow the perfect pattern.


-Prevail totally over the enemy.

Giants beget giants.  Are there any spiritual giants in your life you need to eliminate? Face them today in the power of the Lord so that they do not reproduce and strengthen their hold in your life. 

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY SEVEN


DIVISION OF THE LAND
Here is a summary of the land allotments to the tribes.  See the map on the following page.



West of the Jordan River:



Judah


South of Dan and Benjamin


Simeon

Part of land of the tribe of Judah in the south



Benjamin

Between the tribes of Judah and Ephraim



Dan


West of the tribe of Benjamin with access to the Great Sea



Ephraim

North of Dan and Benjamin



Manasseh (half)
South of Issachar and north of Ephraim



Issachar

East  of the tribe of Zebulun, south of the Galilee Sea



Zebulun

The plain of Megiddo, north of Issachar



Asher


Northwest coast


Naphtali

East of the tribe of Asher and west of the Galilee Sea



East of the Jordan River:



Manasseh (half)
North of Gad



Gad


South of Manasseh



Reuben

South of Gad
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